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Public backs gays in Cabinet 


Exclusive poll 
shows majority 
not concerned 
by homosexuality 


■ '■rt&r'riW' J? v- 3 'Jy 
." h 


Alan Travis 
Heme Affairs Editor 


A MAJORITY of 
British voters 
support openly 
gay politicians 
holding cabinet 
Jobs, according 
to today’s Guardian/ICM 
opinion poll, which endorses 
Tony Blair’s backing of his 
"outed” Agriculture Minis- 
ter, Nick Brown. 

The days when it was as- 
sumed that the British public 
was Overwhelmingly intoler- 
ant of homosexuals are over, 
according to the November 
opinion poll, published today. 
By 56 per cant to 36 per cent, 
voters say they regard being 
gay as morally acceptable. 

The findings wfll reassure 
those gay cabinet ministers, 
such as Mr Brown, the Cul- 
ture Secretary Chris Smith, 
and Tradeaod industry Sep* 
rotary Peter; M&adtttoon, that 
there Is no longer automati- 
cally a political pries to pay 
for public knowledge of their 
sexuality. 

The November ICM poll 
also shows that the public do 
want to see a law to protect 
the private lives of the royal 
fomfiy and celebrities such ba 
pop stars from media Intru- 
sion. But the voters believe 
politicians should not enjoy 
similar legal protection fin 1 
their private lives from media 
investigation. 

The poll also shows that the 
Ron Davies affair and the con- 
tinuing signs of economic 
downturn have had no impact 
on Labour’s standing with the 
voters. Labour remain un- 
changed on 81 per cent. While 
the Tories are down two points 
cm last month, at 27 per cent 
The findings come as MPa 
turned on the media, particu- 


larly on the Sun newspaper 
over its suggestion yesterday 
that there was a “gay Mafia” 
running Britain and its hint 
that It was In a position to 
make further disclosures 
about Mr Brown’s private life 
If it so chose. 

The Deputy Prime Minis- 
ter, John Prescott, attacked 
the weekend media "outing” 
of Mr Brown as “quite unac- 
ceptable” and claim ed some 
newspapers were acting as 
“judge, jury and execution- 
er”. But he and . Downing 
Street made clear they did not 
back a new privacy law. 

instead they hope, that self- 
ragulation In tile form at the 
Press Complaints Commis- 
sion will dap! with the imd- 
dent under Its privacy code. 
But last night the PCC ebafr 
man. Lord Wakehsun, said 
such ad inquiry whs impossi- 
ble without a personal com- 
Plaint being lodged by Nick 
Brown. A spokesman for Mr 
Bfwtt said be had no totem- 

He toid^^lr^Brovra^has 
been very touched by the sup- 






port he has received from 
close colleagues and from 
members of the public, in- 
cluding the formers. 

“He is determined to get on 
with the Job that the Prime 

Minis ter Ting gntr iiateri him tn 

I do and has no Intention of 
making a complaint about the 
press coverage or of com- 
menting further on his pri- 
vate life.'* 

The Guardian/ICM poll 
also shows that there is no 
north/south divide over atti- 
tudes towards gay people. 
There is, however, & strong 
gender gap. Women are more : 
liberal to their attitudes, with 
61 per cent to 31 per cent say- 
tog homosexuality is morally 
acceptable. This compares 
with a a per cent to 48 per 
cent divide among men. Atti- 
tudes also vary along social 
doss lines with large major- 
ities tofovour of moral accep- 
tance of gays la all groups 
apart from-the unskilled and 
unemployed, who split 46 to 


48 per cent 

ft does not appear that the 
voters were simply being po- 
lite when the ICM pollsters 
called. A similar poll for the 
New York Times to August 
found that 59 per cent of 
Americans believe that homo- 
sexuality Is morally wrong. 

The detailed results on the 
ICM Question asking about 
whether being openly gay was 
compatible with holding a 
cabinet poet show that It is 
partly a generational Issue. 

Tolerance was strongest 
among the 25 to 34 year old > 
age group who spilt 61 per i 



cent to 28 per cent to favour. 
Support was weakest among 
the over 65s, who were the 
only age group — marginally 
— to say being homosexual 
was Incompatible with cabi- 
net office. 

The ICM finding *, (to a pri- 
vacy law mainly confirm the 
results of a Guardian poll 12 
mouths ago when the public 
also took a different view of 
the need for statutory protec- 
tion of the private lives of the 
royals from those of politi- 
cians. An overwhelming ma- 
jority of the public still ap- 
pear to agree with Earl 
Spencer’s attack at Princess 
Diana's funeral on the “evil 
tabloids.” But there has been 
a slight shift in the propor- 
tion who thhtfc politicians 
should be exempted from a 
new privacy law. 

The public marginally 
think that politicians’ private 
lives should not enjoy legal 
protection, by 49 to 42 per 
cent, but this compares with 
53 per cent to 45 per cent a 
year ago. The "don’t knows” 
have risen from 2 to 9 per 
cent, suggesting growing 
scepticism about the intru- 
sive activities of newspapers. 

Clive Soley, chairman of 
the Parliamentary Labour 
Party, yesterday accused 
newspaper editors of breach- 
ing time and a gain the volun- 
tary code of conduct drawn 
up with the PCC to protect In- 
dividuals’ privacy. 

The Liberal Democrats 
home affairs spokesman, 
Alan Belth, said: “The Sun is 
on a very dangerous road in- 
deed and we know where it 
leads to. Stigmatising minor- 
ities in society and promoting 
ludicrous conspiracy theories 
about them Is the h?e b* of all 
the horrors of Hitler's 
Germany.” 

□ ICM int e r v iewed a random 
sample of 1,222 adults aged 
over 18 by telephone on No- 
vember 6 and 7. Interviews 
were conducted across the 
country and the results 
weighted to the profile of all 
adults. 
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Agriculture minister Mck Brown on a Devon form yesterday. He was touched* by support he received pwTooRAm-MAficHiLL 


Carlos the Jackal ‘reac 
to die’ in hunger strike 


Jfan Hanlay In Parts 


C ARLOS the Jackal, 
once the world's 
most wanted terror- 
ist after a string of 
sensational attacks around 
the world during the seven- 
ties and early eighties, is on 
the sixth day of a potentially 
life-threatening hunger 
strike. 

He has refused all food and 
li Quids and. according to his 
lawyer, be is prepared to go 
"to the fotefol end’/. 

President Jacques Chirac 
has.been waitiedthat Carlos 
Is prepared to die unless he la 
taken out ofsciitiuy cbiifine- 
merit in the Paris jail where 
he is serving a life sentence 
for murder. His lawyer, Fran- 
cois VuUlemln, said that be 
was already weak and dehy- 
drated but remained "com- 
pletely determined”. 

Most. doctors brilev* the 
risk of death from dehydra- 
tion becomes acute after the 
sixth, or seventh day without : 
any form of liquid. 

“No prisoner in republican j 
and democratic France has 1 
had to undergo such extreme 
ttotto'Jdriiira/’.Mr vufliemin 
wrote to- to* president. 'This ^ 


man has been buried alive. 
Without imploring, since he 
is hot one to beg, he appeals 
through me to your con- 
science, Mr President, to stop 
this measure now, and return 
to him the dignity of a man 
deprived of his liberty.” 

Carlo*, bom liich Ramirez 
Sanches in Venezuela 49 
years ago, has been held In 
total isolation at the capital's 
La Santa Jail since August is 
IBM. two days after his attest 
and abduction from the 
Sudan by French secret ser- 
vice agents. 

sentenced to life to prison 
late last year for the murder 
of two French policemen to 
1 1975, the former pro-Palestin- 
ian terrorist is Mamed for 
more than bo deaths and hun- 
dreds of injuries around the 
world. He Is widely accused of 
thO audacious abduction of 12 
Opee fill ministers In Vienna 
in 1875* toad of involvement 
with the 1978 Palestinian hi* 
jadting of a French airliner to 
Entebbe, Uganda, which 
ended with an. Israeli com- 
mando raid to which more, 
than 30 people died. 

Carlos's name has also been 
repeatedly linked- with the 
1972 massacre of ll Israeli 
athletes by. Patostinlan com- 


Carlos the Jackal; sixth day 
of protest at jail treatment 

mandos at the Munich Olym- 

g lcs. the wounding of the 
rltlsh millionaire and 
Marks & Spencer’s, chief Ed- 
ward Sleff In 1973, and the 
Japanese Red Army’s take- 
over of the French embassy to 
The Hague in 1974. 

in France. Carlos — dubbed 
“the Jackal" after a Guardian 
Journalist discovered a copy I 
of Frederick Forsyth’s 
thriller in Us flat — is stm ; 
under Investigation for a , 


string of bomb attacks that 
killed 17 people. 

In a letter distributed last 
week by another of bis law- 
yers, Isabelle Coutani-Peyre, 

Carlos had complained that 
prison officers were harass- 
tog him and that letters and 
books sent to him had beta 
seised. He demanded an end 
to his solitary confinement 
and asked for French lessons. 

“For more than four years, 
the French state has violated 
every legal principle and only 
increased Ub provocation of 
my client,” Ms Pqyre wrote in 
an accompanying letter to the 
justice minister, Elisabeth 
Guigou. “It is time to efid this 
B pnte flfrR c ’humlU flfipn” 

Carlos’s trial to Paris in- 
volved the shooting of two 
agents of the French DST 
secret service, Jean Douatini 
and Raymond Dousson, and a 
Lebanese Informer, Michel : 
Mon kharbal, on June 27 1975, 
in an apartment on the nie 
TouHler in the Latin Quarter. 

He said he was proud to ac- 
cept “moral responsibility for 
all the attacks of the Popular 
Front for the Liberation of 
Palestine”, hut neither denied 
nor confessed to the nie Toni- 
Her kihtoBs or any other 
terrorist ads. 


Last-minute 
deal saves 
West Indies 
cricket tour 

T HE most extraordinary 
rebellion in the history of 
cricket was defused at the 
eleventh hour last night with 
a victory for player power. 

The reinstatement of the 
captain Brian Lara and his 
deputy Carl Hooper, who had 
been sacked last week by the 
West todies cricket board to a 
dispute over pay and condi- 
tions, ensured the team's tour 
of South Africa would go 





The players caught the last 
flight out of Heathrow last 
night after a six-day stand-off 
and round-the-clock negotia- 
tions at the airport 
The agreement brokered 
by the Foriner captain and fast 
bowler Courtney Walsh, was 
reached last night to time to 
save the match against a Gau- 
teng XI in Soweto to morro w , 
a fixture which is seen as 
vital to the development of 
cricket In South Africa’s 


President Nelson Mandela 
had made a personal plus for 
the tour, the first ever by the 
West Indies to South Africa, 
to go ahead. Dr Ali Bacher, 
manag i n g director of South 
Africa's United Cricket 
Board, flew to London to help 
the sides reach an agreement 
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/VDavis, the former West 
Indies fast bowler, was 
helping to build a church on 
St Vincent, where he was 

born, when a falling branch 
left him tetraplegia. His 
needs were enormons to 
care and money. In August 
Matthew Engel, In the 
Guardian, drew attention 
to his story and the failure 
of cricket tolook after its 
own. As an afterthought he 
added an address enabling 
readers to help. 

Readers did, to the tune of 
£34,000. Last week Davis 
(above) left hospital in the 
resultant wheelchair- 
friendly vehicle, going 
home to his wife and daugh- 
ter in Worcestershire. But 
the family, profoundly 
touched and grateful, still 
have a long way to go. 


Matthew Engd, page IS 


“1 bate to 
be lonely at 

Christmas. If 

I wasn’t here 
I’d be on the 
streets” 
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Take the crisis out of Christmas 
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The Guardian Tuesday November 10 1998 



today: How Oxbridge is now 
•y a red brick Cabinet 

+ Learning curve: lteger CoghIll on cadavers, Graham Chapman and a veiy red-faced teacher 
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Church profits 
a standing joke 



Simon Hoggart 


A USTIN Mitchell MP yes- 
terday winkled out the 
/ Vmonth’s most fascinat- 
ing statistic so far. 

Hie member for Grimsby in- 
quired what the effect ofViagra 
has been on the financial assets 
of the Church Commissioners. 
This is the body which rims the 
Church afEngiand, and which 

is answerable to Parliament 
through one of their number, 
Stuart BeD, the Labour MP for 

Middlesb rou g h 

Mr Mitchell wanted to know 
how the commissioners' in- 
vestment in shares of Pfizer, 
the company which makes 
Viagra, had improved their 
portfolio — or, as he put it, 
"what has been the effect on 
the Church's standing?” 

It turned out that according 
to Mr Bell, Viagra had made 
the Church £3 million richer 
over the course of three 
months. It would take an 
awful lot of cream teas and 
jumble sales to raise the same 
amount 

Pm sure the source of this 
money won’t trouble the 
Church at alL I could write the 
sermons now. 

"You know, when we get 
married, we say that wonder- 
ful little phrase: 'With my 
body. I thee worship'. Well, as 
it happens, an awful lot of 
chaps find that what with old 
age and one thing and an- 
other, they're Just not able to 
worship in the same way they 
once did. 

'It can be frightfully embar- 
rassing. Imagine not being 
able to get your advent candle 
lit Or turning up at the Har- 
vest Festival without a vegeta- 
ble marrow! So I've decided 
that at the next Holy Commu- 
nion, instead of wafers. HI be 
giving all our communicants 
little blue pills. 

"As well as helping you all 
in your day-today worship, 
you’ll be supporting the splen- 
did work of the Church...” 

You could almost hear MPs’ 
brains whirling as they tried 


to come up with a new Viagra 
joke in response toMrBelL 
But there aren't any. Once 
you've done “standing", and 
the one about the "gang of 
hardened criminals" and tbe 
“what happens if you take 
Viagra and Prozac at the same 
time?" joke (answer if you 
don’t get a f*** you don’t give a 
f***) p there's nothing left 

But you could make a jolly 
arresting poster for the steeple 
restoration fund. 

Earlier, Peter Mandelson 
answered questions about the 
Dome, for which he remains 
responsible. The Tories 
wanted to know whether the 
fact that he was now Trade 
and Industry Secretary meant 
that firms were, in effect 
being blackmailed not their 
words, but mine — into sup- 
porting the Dome. 

Mr Mandelson said ingenu- 
ously that he was merely the 
"shareholder” in tbe Dome. T 
do not seek sponsorship deals, 
so no conflict arises." Oh, yes. 
We know he doesn't expect us 
to believe this: be knows we 
know, and so forth. 

My old friend Michael Fab- 
ricant bad him in trouble 
when he asked whether the 
£100 million already promised 
by big companies was in “ir- 
revocable signed contracts'’ 

A good question, so Mandy 
didn't answer it “Hie compa- 
nies have committed in the 
way I have described.” he 
said, whatever that might 
mean. 

Mr Mitchell, again, was con- 
temptuous. The Dome, instead 
of being a celebration oFBrtt- 
ish achievements and pros- 
pects. was "a mammoth piece 
of commercial hucksterisro, 
as companies parade their 
products on the back of £580 
million of public money.” 

Mandy was reduced to de- 
manding that Tory MPS give 
up their wages for the last 
hour of tbe present millen- 
nium for a children’s chart ty. 
(How many MPs are going to 
be working at llpm on Decem- 
ber 31 next year?) 

He was saved when, as so 
often these days, the Tory 
spokesman went bonkers. Mr 
Spring said he had compared 
himself to John the Baptist — 
“Car from champagne and oys- 
ters. St John ate locusts and 
wild honey, he had no spin 
doctors, and his head duly 
ended up — on a plate" 

After this demented rant 
Mr Mandelson was home, safe 
and dry. 


Review 


Nice lass, shame 
about the voice 


Phil Daoust 


Jane McDonald 

The Palladium, London 

W HEN you're in show 
business, said the 
comic in the support 
slot “you've got to travel all 
over the world. Especially if 
your act’s rubbish.” We 
assumed he was making a 
joke at his own expense, but it 
was a dangerous thing to say 
on the n igh t Jane McDonald 
finally got to sing at the 
London Palladium. 

Just last year, McDonald 
was an unknown chanteuse 
waiting for that big break. Or, 
rather, who'd given up 
waiting for it. 

After 12 years filling out the 
chorus on cru ise ships and 
traipsing round the clubs of 
northern England, she’d 
decided to settle down, learn 
to cook and prepare for 
married life with Henrik, a 
marine engineer she had met 
on one of the cruises. 

Then a remarkable 
coincidence. McDonald got a 
chance to top the bill on a 
cruise ship, just as the BBC 
was filming its Qy-on-tbe- 
bulkhead documentary The 
C-ruise. 

She became a focal point of 
the show, which finished its 
run with an audience of 
12 million. And Jane 
McDonald — nice, pleasant, 
down-to-earth Wakefield lass 
— was a star. 

Just when she thought 
things couldn't get any better, 
her first ever recording went 
straight to number one in the 
album charts, winning her a 
place in the Guinness Book Of 
Records and knocking The 
Beastie Boys off the top spot 
The CD has now sold more 
than 300,000 copies, and her 28- 
date tour is a sell out 


And so, as McDonald told 
us, you could actually feel the 
warmth coming off the 
Palladium's capacity crowd, 
who clearly thought of her as 
one of the family. 

It d Idn’t matter whether or 
not she could sing — though 
they knew she would be great 
— they loved her. Hell, they 
had even been invited to her 
wedding — them and 10 
million others, courtesy of a 
follow-up programme from 
theBeeb. 

It seems churlish, then, to 
point out that McDonald isn't 
much of a performer once she 
gets beyond joking about her 
age (officially 35). telling us 
how ordinary she is or 
introducing her new hubby, 
and actually has to use her 
voice and body to work with 
the music. 

In a show made up almost 
entirely of female-vocal 
classics such as River Deep, 
Mountain High and You Don't 
Have To Say You Love Me. she 
rarely attempted to break 
away from the best-known 
interpretations — which she' 
had no hope of matching with 
a voice that was pleasant 
enough but lacked any real 
character. 

Hence a sub-Petula 
Downtown and a cut-price- 
CUla You’re My World, with 
nary a stab at originality. 

Things only got worse when 
she had to inject a little 
feeling, as ft came down to a 
choice between deepening her 
voice or shouting, but never 
trying to make the words 
mean something. 

It was more uninspiring 
than appalling, and 
McDonald's fans seemed 
delighted with the whole 
affair, but I found myself 
wishing she 'diet one of her 
sparky backing singers have a 
chance. Or perhaps Maureen 
from Driving School. 


PM distances himself from Straw’s hint that referendum before the next election has been ruled out 

Blair reassures PR lobby 


Ewen MacAsJcfU, Chief 
Political Correspondent 


T ony Blair dis- 
tanced himself yes- 
terday from scepti- 
cal remarks on 
electoral reform by 
the Home Secretary, Jack 
Straw, after protests from the 
Liberal Democrat leader, 
Paddy Ashdown. 

Mr Straw, the cabinet min- 
ister most hostile to PR, en- 
raged the Liberal Democrats 
last week when he dropped a 
heavy hint in the Commons 
that a referendum on elec- 
toral reform will be delayed 
until alter the next election. 


Mr Blair's official spokes- 
man yesterday sought to pla- 
cate Mr Ashdown's party by 
redressing the balance, insist- 
ing that a referendum on elec- 
toral reform remained a real 
option. 

While Downing Street 
regards the Liberal Demo- 
crats as unnecessarily sensi- 
tive about Mr Straw’s 
remarks, Mr Blair Is keen to 
protect his close relationship 
with Mr Ashdown. 

Mr Blair's spokesman said 
whether a referendum was 
held before the general elec- 
tion depended on how the 
public debate turned out. If 
there was a tide moving in 
the direction of reform both 


in the party and in the 
country, then there was a 
strong chance the referendum 
could be held. Asked if tbe 
chances of such a referendum 
were better than 10 per cent, 
he said: “More than that" 

Autumn 2000 has been 
touted as a possible date: the 
general election is expected 
the following year. According 
to Westminster sources, the 
Liberal Democrats’ protests 
were shared by pro-PR 
Labour MPs. including senior 
ministers, wbo complained 
that Mr Straw had broken a 
party pact not to deviate from 
the cabinet line. But Downing 
Street denied this. 

A commission headed by 


Lord Jenkins of Hiilbead, 
who was described as “livid’' 
about Mr Straw's remarks, 
set out an alternative to first- 
past-the-post last month. He 
predicted his system could 
not be introduced until 2006. 

That prediction provided 
an opening for opponents of 
FR and. the belief has gath- 
ered over the last fortnight, 
aided by Mr Straw, that the 
Government has ruled out a 
referendum until after the 
general election. 

The message from Downing 
Street yesterday was intended 
to correct that Mr Blair's offi- 
cial spokesman said: "The 
fact Is that Jenkins has said 
this system cannot be intro- 


duced before the election but 
it is wrong to say a referen- 
dum before the election has 
been ruled out" 

Mr Ashdown's office wel- 
comed Mr Blair's assurance 
yesterday: “It is clear the 
Prime Minister Is determined 
Tor Jenkins to remain a live 
issue and a key part of the 
programme which is not go- 
ing to be sidelined. He clearly 
intends to maintain Labour's 
manif esto commitment for a 
referendum this parliament 
unless there is a very good 
reason not to do so." 

Although Mr Blair is often 
described as lukewarm on 
electoral reform, insisting he 
has still to be persuaded. 


Downing Street argues that 
the debate has changed be- 
cause Lord Jenkins has pro- 
vided a “proper system" for 
people to get their teeth Into. 

Mr Blair has a difficult bal- 
ancing act. Cabinet ministers 
in favour of PR Include Mo 
Mowlam. Clare Short and 
Robin Cook, who before the 
publication of the Jenkins 
report had said the referen- 
dum had to be held before the 
general election. 

Ranked against PR are Mr 
Straw. John Prescott, the 
Deputy Prime Minister, Mar- 
garet Beckett, the Lender of 
the Commons, and many 
other members of the 
Cabinet. 


Mobile phone radiation ‘may be killer’ 


Rory Carroll 


T HE embryonic cam- 
paign for mobile 
phones to carry 
health warnings took 
a significant step forward yes- 
terday when a scientist began 
Britain’s first priv ate prose- 
cution under the Consumer 
Protection Act, claiming long- 
term use could cause cancer 
and other diseases. 

Britain's estimated 10 mil- 
lion users were being kept ig- 
norant of the radiation which 
could kill them because au- 
thorities were slow to recog- 
nise the danger, a court was 
told. 

Roger Coghm. a biologist 
from PontypodL South Wales, 
said he launched the case, at 
Abergavenny magistrates' 
court, out of concern for the 
public's health and safety. 

Mobile Communication 
Services Ltd. of Cwmbran. 
South Wales, which rejected 
Mr CoghJ&’s request to dis- 
play warnings, denied breach- 
ing safety requirements. 

Mr CoghHl, aged 58, said he 
had many letters from people 
who believed they had suf- 
fered savagely from using mo- 
bile phones. 

Hugo Chariton QC, prose- 
cuting, said the case would 
not have gone ahead if warn- 
ings were displayed. “This 
case is being brought because 
at the moment nothing is 
being done whatsoever." 

Mr Charlton said manufac- 
turers should warn customers 
of the possible dangers even 
though scientists disagreed 
about the risk level. 

Christopher Busby, the 
British representative on the 
European Committee on Radi- 
ation Risk, testifying on be- 
half of Mr CoghHl, said be 
feared the authorities would 
replicate the BSE blunder and 
delay recognising the risk. 

“There is quite a consider- 
able time lag Involved before 
these conservative bodies like 
the National Radiological 
Protection Board say ‘okay, 
we can see there Is a risk 
now'. But because there is a 
lag between exposure to can- 
cer causing agents and the 
manifestation of cancer, this 
time lag results in the death 
of a lot of people.” 

Alasdair Philips, a radiation 
expert, said he had been con- 
tacted by mobile phone users 
reporting headaches, loss of 
concentration, skin tingling, 



‘We are 
starting to see 
lymphomas of 
the neck in 
heavy phone 
users. 

It has been 
repeatedly 
shown that a 
few minutes 
exposure to 
cell phone 
type radiation 
can transform 
a 5 per cent 
active cancer 
into a 

95 per cent 
active cancer’ 

- Radiation expert 
Alasdair Philips 


Barry Coghill, who is bringing the first prosecution over mobile phone safety, outside court photograph; bahry Batchelor 


burning or twitching, eye tics, 
poor short term memory,, 
buzzing in the head, dementia, 
fatigue and other effects. 

"We have got numbers erf 
people that are now unable to 
work who have been using 
mobile phones up to seven or 
eight hours a day. 

“A lot of people coming to 
me have been heavy users. 
AH have been City traders 
and British Telecom employ- 
ees who are expected to use 
their phones every day." 

Mr Philips said cancers 
caused by other environmen- 
tal factors can take up to 20 
years to appear. “It is too 
early to say, but we are start- 
ing to see lymphomas of the 


neck in heavy phone users. 

"It has been repeatedly 
shown that a few minutes ex- 
posure to cell phone type radi- 
ation can transform a 5 per 
cent active cancer into a 95 
per cent active cancer for the 
duration of the exposure and 
for a short time afterwards.” 

Wayne Morgan, of Mobile 
Communication Services, said 
he had met Mr Coghm to dis- 
cuss his request for warnings. 

“He asked about putting no- 
tices on the phones them- 
selves. but I was reluctant to 
do that because it would be 
rebranding another compa- 
ny's product.” 

The hearing is expected to 
end today. 


Visit by German right 
prompts fury in Israel 


lan Tray nor In Bonn 


OZENS of far-right 
German activists and 
politicians, allegedly 
including several former 
Nazis, provoked outrage In Is- 
rael last night by attempting 
to visit Jerusalem on the 60th 
anniversary of tbe Kristall- 
nacht pogroms in the Third 
Reich during which tens of 
thousands of German Jews 
were beaten, arrested, and 
many killed 

Before they left Germany 
the Israeli authorities had 
warned the group of around 
40 Germans, which included 
politicians from the former 
chancellor Helmut Kohl's 
Christian Democratic party, 
that they would be denied 
entry. 

Last night the pilot of the 
Lufthansa aircraft carrying 
the party landed in the Turk- 
ish capital, Ankara, to offload 
the unwelcome "tourists”, be- 
fore flying on to Jerusalem, 
according to a correspondent 
of the Israeli newspaper, Ye- 
diot Achronot 


The group was to have been 
led by Joachim Siegerist, a 
German neo-Nazi leader who 
has been sentenced for racist 
offences. He is chair man of a 
grouping known as The Ger- 
man Conservatives. 

It was unclear, however, 
whether Siegerist was on 
board the flight The “delega- 
tion” of Germans announced 
it was embarking on a 10 -day 
tour of Christian sites in the 
Holy Land. Heinrich Lum- 
mer, a politician on the right 
wing of Mr Kohl’s CDU, was 
expected to lead the group In 
the absence of Siegerist 

The German embassy in Tel 
Aviv voiced sympathy for the 
upset caused in Israel by the 
planned visit and said it did 
not know in advance that. Sie- 
gerist “very well-known In 
Israel and Germany for his 
extreme rightwing views”, 
was intending to enter Israel. 

On the night of 9-10 Novem- 
ber 1938. nine months before 
the outbreak of the second 
world war, Nazi thugs went 
on the rampage in Germany 
and Austria, torching syna- 
gogues, smashing Jewish 


businesses, arresting tens of 
thousands of Jews and deport- 
ing many of them to the em- 
bryonic concentration camps. 

The anniversary was 
marked in Germany, Austria 
and Israel yesterday, with 
Chancellor Gerhard SchrOder 
and President Roman Herzog 
of Germany commemorating 
the dreadful events at a syna- 
gogue in Berlin. 

Holocaust survivors 
reacted with horror when the 
Israeli media reported the im- 
minent arrival of the German 
party of elderly rightwing po- 
litical activists on what is one 
of the most emotive anniver- 
saries of the Nazi era. 

The Yad Vashem Holocaust 
memorial museum in Jerusa- 
lem, where Kristailnacht 
commemoration services 
were held yesterday, issued a 
statement saying: “Dozens of 
upset Holocaust survivors 
have called here today to ex- 
press their protest and pain 
over this incident, particu- 
larly its timing-' 1 

Siegerist said the ti mi ng of 
the group's arrival in Jerusa- 
lem was “pure co i nc id ence” 

\ 
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‘Outing’ 




code 


Minister declines to make official 
complaint about tabloid coverage 
but senior MPs demand action 


Dntd PaKster 
and Geoffrey Gibbs 


T HE tabloid outing of 
Nick Brown as a gay 
cabinet minister led 
to calls yesterday 
from senior MPs for 
an investigation by the Press 
Complaints Commission but its 

chairman. T-orri WaTtghawi, 

he oould only act if Mr Brown 
made a formal complaint 
As the agriculture minister 
was greeted with messages of 
support from formers when 
be visited the West Country, 
Lord Wakeham said he would 
be contacting Mr Brown to 
see if he wanted the PCC to 
examine the way in which he 
was forced to admit his 
homosexuality. 

But speaking at a Devon 
flarmyard, Mr Brown said: **1 
don't want to say anything 
more at all about my private 
life or get embroiled in any 
long arguments about it 
‘■Everybody has been very 
kind and very supportive and 
1 am very moved and touched 
by the support and kindness 
that has been shown to me. 
The best way X can repay that 
is by getting on and being an 
effective cabinet minister and 
an effective agriculture min- 
ister and that is exactly what 
I intend to do." 

Later, a spokesman for Mr 
Brawn said: “He's determined 
to get on with the Job that the 
Prime Minister has entrusted 
him to do and han no inten- 
tion of making a complaint 
about the press coverage." - 
Lord Wakeham made his 
statement after the Sun pub- j 
fished a front page comment 
asking If the country was rim 
by a "gay mafia of politicians, 
lawyers, palace cour ti ers and 
TV bigwigs’*. It called an 
other gay ministers to dedare 
themselves. 

Lord .Wakeham saLd: 
"Clearly, if Mr Brown 
chooses not to co-operate, 
then the PCC cannot conduct 
a fair and even-handed inves- 
tigation under the code," 

Clause 3 oft he PCCs code of 
practice says "everyone is en- 
titled to respect for his or her 
private and femily lift, home, 
health and correspondence". - 
Lord Wakeham said intru- 
sion could only be justified on 
the grounds of public interest 
— which includes detecting 
or exposing crime or serious 
misdemeanour, protecting 
public -health and safety, or 
preventing the public from 
being misled. 

The Sun’s political editor, 
Trevor Kavanagh, yesterday 
dismissed suggestions that 
the paper was "gay hashing". 
Mr Kavanagh said: "The 
story was making the point 
that there is an above average 
number of' homosexuals in 
the Cabinet, and that they 
have been exposed in the 
space of two weeks. 

. Referring to the use of the 


word "mafia” he ■n afd: "In any 
circle where there is secrecy, 
like the Freemasons, there is 
a risk that it will became a 
self-interested party and 
that’s what we have to guard 
against In. a literal sense, the 
word ‘mafia’ is a perfectly ac- 
ceptable expression in this 
context” 

Criticism of the PCC and 
the tabloid press was led by 
the deputy prime minister 
John Prescott, the party 
chairman Clive Soley anil the 
former Tory chancellor. Lord 
Laxnont But Tony Blair's 
official spokesman said: "The 
Government’s view on pri- 
vacy issues has not changed. 
We favour the self-regulatory 
approach.” 

Mr Prescott accused some 
newspapers of acting as 
“judge, jury and execution- 
er". He backed a move by Mr 
Soley to refer the fgsnn to the 
PCC. 

Mr Soley said on BBC Radio 
4 that newspaper editors 
habitually breached the vol- 
untary code. "My challenge to 
the PCC Is this — either make 
the code work at least by get- 
ting on the phone to the edi- 
tors ™d challeng in g them to 
justify what they are doing 
or, alternatively, be honest. 



How the News of the World 
broke tire story on Sunday 

rip itp the code and say it 
doesn’t work.” 

I In a letter to Lord Wake- 
Ham, Lord Lament said it 
seemed "very doubtful” that 
there was any public interest 
in the reports." 

; However, a PCC spokesman 
said third party complain- 
ants, of which there had been 
half a dozen about the Brown 
afiair, could not be accepted. 

The forming community also 
expressed support for Mr 
Brown. Anthony Gibson, 
regional director of the NFU, 
said tenners in the South-west 
wore not in foe least bit con- 
cerned about ministers' private 
lives. *T think it would be a 
great shame if this sffiy non- 
sense were to distract attentfon 
from the feet that agriculture is 
going through its worst crisis 
in GO years. 

“He has made a very good 
start as a minister. He does 
seem to have a very good 
grasp of the problems.” 



‘Everyone 
is entitled 
to respect 
for his or 
her private 
and family 
life, home 
and] 
nealth 

Press Complaints 
Commission code 
of practice 



THE Sun SPCfiKS ITS iillNO 

TELL US THE 

TRUTHS 

TONY Ml 


Nick Brown, the Agriculture Minister, meets the press during his visit to a Devon form yesterday 


How the Sun followed up 
photograph: MARC hill the story on Monday 


How the Sun’s hitmen turned on ‘gay mafia’ 


Nick Hopkins on the trail of a stoiy 
that exposed an identity crisis in 
tabloid’s attitude to homosexuals 



I N MANY ways, it was vin- 
tage Sun. A provocative 
front page followed by in- 
dignation when tite article 
caused offence. 

But foe Sun is not ram- 
pantly homophobic, said one 
of the paper's executives yes- 
terday, as he justified the 
headline TNI Us the Truth 
Are We Being Run 
Mafia? In feet, the 
said: “We are quite 

„ compared to the 

old days." 

The bullishness could not 
hide what appears to have 
been a bewildering change of 
policy by the tabloid towards 
homosexuals, or mask the in- 
which led to the Sun’s 
paper, the News of the 
World, “outing* foe Agricul- 
ture Minister, Nick Brown, 
on Sunday. 

It doesn't take a conspiracy 
theorist. to link foe two. and 
talk at Westminster yesterday 
turned to how News Interna- 
tional had "outed” itself over 
the weekend. "Definitely anti- 
gay,” mused the editor of a 
rival tabloid. 

And no wonder Mr Brown 
tat aggrieved. The News of 
the World apparently in- 
tended to "out" him before 
the last election. 

A reporter taped him talk- 
ing on the telephone to his 
former lover, but — believing 
he was being entrapped — he 
did not to say anything in- 
criminating, and the record- 
ing has been gathering dust 
ever since. 

When Ron Davies resigned 
two weeks ago,. the Sun pro- 
fessed a new' liberalism 
towards gay men and women. 


It did this in typically ro- 
bust fashion, challenging 
Peter Mandelson to admit bis 
homosexuality in the after- 
math of Matthew Parris's out- 
ing of him on BBC2’s 
Newsnlght 

"The Sun knows that Man- 
delson has struggled with this 
for many years,” an editorial 
sympathised. “The fact is: 
Mandelson is gay. He also has 
abrflliant mind. And it is also 
true that times have changed. 
The British people will not 
turn on Mandelson because 
he is gay. We say to Mandel 
son: Tell the Truth. You will 
win respect for your 
honesty.” 

But it followed this with a 
series of distasteful articles 
which, even allowing for foe 
Sim’s cheekiness, appeared to 
show a McCarthy-esque zeal 
to smoke out homosexuality 
in high office. 

"OUTBD” screamed the 
headline last Tuesday, with 
pictures of the Chancellor, 
Gordon Brown, and Mr Man- 
delson. But this was a story 
about Mr Blair's top minis- 
ters who had "sensationally 
come out of the closet and ad- 
mitted they are a couple of 
raving euro fanatics”. 

“Beeb Bosses ban jokes on 
Gay Mandy.” read another 
headline. 

The innuendo was hardly 
subliminal and seemed to ily 
in foe foce of foe Sun’s new 
high-mindedness. 

The change was completed 
yesterday, but not before the 
News of the World bad hu- 
miliated Mr Brown. 

How the paper ended up 
outing him is revealing in it- 


Voters against lower gay age of consent 


(RITTSH acceptance . of 
t homosexuality does not 

“ extend to support for 

reducing the gay ageof con- 
sent from 18 to 16, according 
to -the 'findings of today's 
Guardian/ICM opinion pan, 
writes Man Tracis. 

The move to equality in the 
age of consent for gay and het- 
erosexoal sex is expected to 
be . overwhelmingly endorsed 
again by MPs In a new vote, 
before Christinas but public 
ojttnJQB. te $tiU overwhelm- 
ingly hostile to foe idea by 69 
per cient to 26 per cent. * 

The attempt earlier this 
year to reduce the legal age 
for gay sex foiled when it ran 
into hostile opposition in the 
House of Lords and was 
dropped to ensure foe Gov- 
ernment's flagship Crime and 
Disorder Act reached the stat- 
ute book* 

TheJCM results show that 
gay equality- campaigners 
were right to pitch their ap- 

pwttd MPs by asking them to 


take, a stand to "lead” public 
opinion on the issue. Opposi- 
tion to farther reform runs at 
around two-to-one across the 
age, social class and gender 
spectrums. 

The poll also shows that the 
Boh Davies affair has 
apparently failed to have any 
impact on the Government’s 
standing among voters. In- 
deed. the main casualties this 

month are the Conservatives 

who are down 2 per cent 

The November ICM poll 
puts Labour on 51 per cent 
(no change); Conservatives 27 
per cent (down two); the Lib- 
eral Democrats 17 per cent 
(up two); and Others on 5 per 
emit (no change) leaving the 
Government with a 24-point 
lea ri- 

The results show that de- 
spite foe first major involun- 
tary exit from the Cabinet 
and the continuing signs of 
economic downturn. Tony 
Blair’s relationship with vot- 
ers remains happy and stable. 
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self. Everyone at Westmin- 
ster, Including Mr Brown, 
knew foe paper was gunning 
forhim. 

But try as they might. News 
of the World reporters did not 
have enough proof to run the 
story, or Justify doing so. The 
tape did not prove anything, 
and photographers camped 
outside Mr Brown's house 
drew a blank. 

In desperation, the paper 
called Downing Street's bluff 
and demanded to know if Mr 
Brown was gay, alluding to 
evidence that it did not 
possess. 

-./The fact that they got a 
reply which was a frill admis- 
sion to his homosexuality 
cam e as a complete surprise.” 
confided a source at News In- 
temationaL "They were an- 
gling and they got lucky.” 

- The paper did not explain 
why it had felt foe need to ex- 


pose Mr Brown, and Phil 
Hall, the editor, was not 
allowed to elaborate yester- 
day. “He won't be saying any- 
thing,” said a spokeswoman. 

It was left to foe Sun to 
push the story forward. 

There appears to have been 
concern among staff at the 
Sun that its cosying up to 
Peter Mandelson might have 
backfired with traditional 
readers. 

The "gay mafia” theory was 
one that bad bounced around 
editorial conferences earlier 
in the week, and foe News of 
the World’s outing of Mr 
Brown was an ideal platform. 

Chris Roycroft Davis, the 
chief leader writer, started 
putting the piece together on 
Sunday afternoon, and David 
YeHand, his editor, just hack 
from a two day think-tank in 
Dublin, read the piece and ap- 
proved IL 


Trevor Kavanagh, the Sun’s 
political editor, was tele- 
phoned on his day off to pro- 
vide foe two-page spread in- 
side. His enthusiasm for the 
project was important 
Insiders at Westminster 
said that Mr Kavanagh has 
long suspected that there is a 
network of homosexuals look- 
ing after each other’s inter- 
ests in the corridors of power. 

Both he and the Sun vehe- 
mently denied gratuitous gay- 
bashing yesterday, insisting 
that foe story reflected genu- 
ine concern that there could 
be “a closed world of men 
with mutual self-interest” in 
the heart of government. 

No matter that the four gay 
members of the Cabinet Ron 
Davies, Chris Smith. Nick 
Brown and Peter Mandelson, 
are the least likely cabaL 
“Absolutely preposterous.” 
said one lobby correspondent 


Piers Morgan, the editor of 
the Mirror, had reason to 
gloat "If I was a Sun reader I 
would be completely mysti- 
fied about the paper’s attitude 
towards homosexuals. 

"I suspect that many Sun 
readers are homophobic, but 
a serious newspaper would be 
brave enough to ignore them. 

"The Sun Is pandering to the 
lowest common denominator.” 

Strange though it seems, 
sources at News International 
confided that far from being 
outraged by the behaviour of 
Murdoch's papers, Alastair 
Campbell, foe Prime Minis- 
ter’s press secretary, had 
been supportive of their 
coverage. 

“He doesn't think we’re gay 
bashing," insisted a News In- 
ternational executive. 

T can assure you, this 
won’t be going to the Press 
Complaints Commission.” 


© If you want to see how 
the euro will affect your 
business, 

call Sage now. 


The euro is coming, and you can’t afford to Ignore it. 

From January 1st 1999, you could face invoices and accounts 
from suppliers, customers and clients who only use the new 
currency, even in the UK. 

Computerised international accounting 

Existing currency conversion practices simply will not work. 
If your business is to remain competitive - In fact if you are 
to remain in business -your accounting system must be able to 
deal with the euro. With Integral, automatic currency converter or 
currency calculator. Sage software has the answer. 

Free guide to the euro 

Sage is the UK leader in automated accounting. So for the answers 
to your euro questions, and a free copy of our euro guide, call us 
now, or send the coupon. 

Call the Sage Business Advice Line: 

0800 44 77 77 

Lines open 9am-5pm Monday to Friday. 

Or visit Sage at http://www.sage.com 


EXT. 1 0 3 


Call 0800 44 77 77, or fax this coupon to 0191 255 0302 or return it to: 
Sage. Sage House. Benton Park Road. Newcastle-upon-Tyne NE7 7LZ. 


Title 


initial 


Surname 


1033 


Position 


Company name 



Company address 


Postcode 


Tel 


e-mail address 


. / f t ( 

i-Vt t<n<i tvntrvi. 



■ M 

.. :3 


uuunaers are not entirely con- the party conference last month.) optimism that by chance a policy shirts on a high street near you. I | 






BRITAIN 


The Guardian Tuesday November 10 1998 


Prince’s 
biographer 
tells of hate 


sAP 


campaign 


VUcramDodd 


P ENNY JUNOR. 

author of a controver- 
sial. book about the 
Prince of Wales, yes- 
terday said devotees of Prin- 
cess Diana were waging a 
hate campaign against her. 

Ms Junor, whose book 
Charles: Victim or Villain 
attacks D iana, said she bad 
been forced to hire a body- 
guard because of the threats. 

She reveled that hate let- 
ters had been sent to her 
home, calling her a bitch and 
“a royal arse-ticker". In one 
incident a Diana Tan had tried 
to storm Ms J tutor's box at 
the Royal Albert Hall, and 
there had been other attempts 
to confront her in public. 

Speaking on the day her bi- 
ography of Prince Charles 
was published, Ms Junor 
said: “1 bad a number of very 
unpleasant letters calling me 
all sorts of names and one 
even wishing the worst poss- 


‘One letter wished 
the worst possible 
fortune to me 
and my children’ 


ible fortune to me and nay 
children. 

“There are extremists out 
there, people who have be- 
come so attached to Diana 
that they can not bear to be- 
lieve she might have been a 
h uman being. This, it seems, 
they are trying to take out on 
me.” 

Ms Junor claimed Prince 
Charles's aides had “given 
the nod" to her book which 
alleges Diana made death 
threats against Camilla 
Parker Bowles and had com- 
mitted adultery before the 
prince. 

Ms Junor said: “Diana was 
a tremendous and very 
capable person who did an 
awful lot that was wonderful. 
She had tremendous wit and 
vitality. But there was an- 
other side to her that no one 
has dared to discuss and that 
was a damaged and unwell 
woman who brought her mar- 
riage into the public domain. 

“What I wanted to do was to 
finally inj ect some balance 
into the account that Diana 


gave because the prince has 
never, never chosen to speak 
out about the very damaging 
things said about him ". 

Ms Junor also claimed Di- 
ana made Mrs Parker Bowles 
a scapegoat for her own un- 
happiness. “I think she [Di- 
ana] was not a wen woman, 
indeed she was a troubled 
woman. And she was trying 
to blame her unhappiness on 
somebody in those later 
years. She wanted an explana- 
tion and she chose C amilla " 

Prince Charles flew back 
yesterday from the Balkans to 
face fresh allegations of div- 
ision between his officials 
and those or the Queen. 

A BBC Panorama pro- 
gramme last night claimed 
his aides felt “frustration" 
that there are no plans to de- 
volve more of the Queen’s 
duties to Charles as she gets 
older. An official in the 
prince's office told the BBC: 
“We’re just never asked to do 
more of the duties normally 
carried out by the Queen." 

The prince’s relationship 
with his mother has come 
under renewed scrutiny since 
an ITV programme on Sun- 
day alleged he would be “pri- 
vately delighted" if the Queen 
abdicated because he fears 
she is too old to modernise 
the monarchy. The claim was 
vigorously denied by Charles. 

The BBC programme, one 
of several marking the 
prince’s 50th birthday on Sat- 
urday, was partly based on a 
one hour off-camera conver- 
sation he had with a Pan- 
orama reporter. 

The documentary sup- 
ported the idea that the 
Queen opposes the prince's 
relationship with Mrs Parker 
Bowles, and it also emerged 
that Charles sees no need to 
further clarify his relation- 
ship with ber. 

The prince is said to be “ex- 
asperated” at the public focus 
on his relationship with Mrs 
Parker Bowles and to believe 
there should be a “privacy 
zone” for the royal family. 

There was a sliver of good 
news for the prince yesteday. 
An opinion poll showed the 
public warming to his 
relationship with Mrs Parker 
Bowles, though eight out of 10 
people oppose her becoming 
Queen. The poll, conducted by 
Mori for GMTV. found 67 per j 
cent of people want the Queen 
to continue her reign for the I 
rest of her life. 
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Artist Bridget Riley with her Movement in Squares, part of her biggest retrospective in 25 years, showing at the Abbot Hall Gallery, in Kendal, Cumbria 
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Academic hanged himself in front of his partner 


aa DEPRESSED universi- 
Mm tv professor hanged 
^■^himself in front of his 
horrified girlfriend after 
being sacked for plagiarising 
a student’s work, Birming- 
ham coroner’s court heard 
yesterday. 

Ian Connell “walked Into" a 
makeshift noose at his home 
after telling his partner *Tve 
got something to show you”, 
tiie inquest was told. 


The -tQ-yearold academic 
died almost immediately. 

Suzanne Orsler, his part- 
ner. said he felt he had been 
‘left high and dry” after los-„ 
rag his position at Wolver- 
hampton university. 

He hanged himself with el 
wooden-handled skipping 
rope at their home in Kings 
Heath. Birmingham, in June, 
seven weeks after losing his 
job, she said. i 


i 


V 



She had followed him to his 
office in the attic. ‘1 was just 
a couple of steps behind him. 
1 didn't really realise what 
.was happening- He looked 
really strange and then I saw 
s omething around his neck." 

Miss Orsler, aged 36, Dr 
Connell’s partner for 14 years, 
said she tried in vain to lift 
his 14-stone frame from the 
noose. 

She said the Glasgow-horn 
academic, who had also lec- 
tured at Coventry university, 
was depressed at losing his 
post and income and had had 
trouble sleeping. 

Miss Orsler, who said no 
suicide note was found, added 
that it appeared he had just 
walked into the noose as he 
entered the room. 

Detective Sergeant Peter 
Reader, of West Midlands 
police, said it was possible the 
academic “wanted to 
frighten" his partner. The 
death was not suspicious. 

Pathologist Peter Acland 
said the professor died "al- 
most instantaneously" of 
heart failure caused by sud- 
den pressure on the neck. He 
had no drugs or alcohol in his 
body. 

Anthony Lee. clerk to the 


board of governors at Wolver- 
j hampton university, said the 
professor had been at the uni- 
versity since 1989. 

Mr Lee confirmed that Dr 
Connell had been placed 
under investigation for an 
"academic misdemeanour” in 
January and dismissed at a 
disciplinary hearing in 
March. 

An appeal by Dr Connell, 
who had a chair in communi- 
cations studies, failed in May, 
Mr Lee added. 

Recording an open verdict, 
the coroner, Richard Whit- 
tington, said it was not poss- 
ible to rule whether the death 
was suicide or an accident 

Dr Whittington said the 
sacking would have been a 
"devastating experience” for 
Dr Connell. 

The coroner added that 
there was insufficient evi- 
dence to decide if Dr Connell 
intended to take his own life 
or to show his girlfriend how 
deeply he felt about his 
problems. 

The university is under- 
stood to have called the disci- 
plinary hearing after a stu- 
dent made an allegation that 
Dr Connell copied his work. 

After the hearing. Dr Con- 


nell's son r.fam, aged 29, said 
the family had withdrawn an 
application to an industrial 
tribunal for unfair dismissal 
a gains t the university. 

He said: "This follows an ! 
agreement by the university j 
to determine what lessons ; 
may be learned in the light of 1 
Dr Connell's tragic death and i 
to take any appropriate i 
action. j 

“The university has also 
agreed to meet with the fam- 


ily to discuss their concerns 
about his dismissal. From the 
beginning it was those con- 
cerns which motivated the de- 
cision to claim unfair dis- 
missal and, in the light of 
these agreements, the family 
can see no further advantage 
In following this path. 

“The family would ask that 
Ian be remembered for Us 
genuine contribution as a 
scholar in the Geld of media 
and communications.” 
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Hanged academic lan Connell, left, and Suzanne Orsler 


Woman’s finger bitten to tendon 
as gang steals her diamond ring 


Murder case GP expected 
to face another 2 charges 


Sarah HaO 


A 64-year-old woman had 
her finger almost bitten 


CHUFFED? 


#Aher finger almost bitten 
off when a three-strong gang 
wrenched an £8,000 ring from 
her outside the Savoy Hotel in 
central London. 

The thieves accosted the 
unnamed woman of St John's 
Wood, north London, as she 
stepped from her BMW to at- 
tend an evening function. 

When she refused to hand- 
over the diamond and sap- 
phire ring, one grabbed her 
arms, one her legs, and the 
third, her Hand, The third 
man then bzt her finger down 
to the tendon before seizing 
the gem and running over 
Waterloo Bridge. 

The woman, who was said 
by police to be greatly 
shocked and distressed, was 
taken by ambulance for 
stitches at St Thomas’s hospi- 
tal . The teethmarks are so 
severe, she may need plastic 
surgery to mask the injury. 

The attack oocurred on Fri- 
day evening outside the rear 
entrance of the Savoy as she 
arrived for an Arab Womens’ 


Association dinner and fash- 
ion show, organised for some 
220 people. 

As she was grasped, a fe- 
male friend sprayed the at- 
tackers with an Illegal "pep- 
per spray”. Banqueting staff 
also tried to intervene. 

Yesterday, as police ap- 
pealed for witnesses, they 
criticised her friend’s behav- 1 
four. “Possession of pepper i 
spray is a criminal offence. 
While we recognise her brav- 1 
ery our advice is not to con- 1 
front criminals but to alert 
police immediately after the 
offence. To attempt to tackle 
suspects may leave a member 
' of the public open to assault 
and injury,” said a Scotland 
Yard spokesperson. 

They believe the gang — 
who may have been caught on 
the hotel's security cameras 
— bad targeted those attend- 
ing the function. 

The Savoy said it had 
stepped up security. “This oc- 
curred In a public area, which 
isn't our responsibility, but 
we are obviously concerned 
and extra security ha« been 
laid on,” said the general 
manag er Michael Shepherd. 


David Ward 


A FAMILY doctor who will 
appear in court today 


Potappear in court today 
accused of the murder of four 
of his patients is expected to 
be charged with two more 
killings later this week. 

The new charges follow 
post mortems on Ivy Lomas, 
aged 63, and Marie Quinn, 67, 
which were exhumed last 
month from a cemetery in 
Hyde, Greater Manchester. 

Both women were patients 
of Harold Shipman of Mot- 
tram, Greater Manchester, at 
his surgery in Hyde. 

Dr Shipman, aged 52, 
signed the death certificates 
of both women. He gave the 
cause of death of Mrs Lomas, 
who died in his surgery on 
May 29 last year, as coronary 
thrombosis, ischaemic heart 
disease, chronic obstructive 
airway disease and smoking. 

He certified that Mrs Quinn 
died on November 24 test year 
of a cerebrovascular accident, 
arteriosclerosis, hyperten- 
sion and scleroderma. 

Mrs Lomas, the widow rtf' an 
engineer, lived in a terrace 



house in Hyde for more than 
30 years. She is survived by a 
son and daughter. 

Mrs Quinn, also a widow, 
was found dead at her borne 
in Hyde. 

She had been a food process 
worker but had become a 
charity worker and supporter 
of St Paul's Roman Catholic 
church. 

Dr Shipman was arrested in 
September and charged with 
the murder of Kathleen 
Grundy, an 81-year-old for- 
mer mayoress of Hyde, whose 
body was exhumed In August 
He was also accused of obtain- 
ing £300,000 In cash and prop- 
erty by forging Mrs Grundy’s 
will and two letters. 

He is expected to be com- 
mitted for trial on these 
charges today when he ap- 
pears before Ashton-under- 
Lyne magistrates. 

Last month he was also 
charged with the murders of 
Joan Melia, 73, Winifred 
Melior. also 73, and Bianka 
Pomphret all of Hyde. 

Police are believed to be 
about to exhume the bodies of 
another three women patients 
of Dr Shipman. 
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IF YOU FEEL IT, 

WE CAN EXPRESS IT. 




ORDER. FWM YOUR LOCAL INTERFLOW FLORIST OR CALL FWE24HR? A DAY ON 


Pete Kelly has a collection of classified ads 
j(“Pork Belly Pigs for Sale”, or “Free Manure: 

Haul”), which he leaves between bricks 
of cheese in supermarkets. 


0500 434343 


SAME DAY DELIVERY FOR ORDERS BEFORE IPM, WWW.1NTERJT.ORA.CO.uk 






Chief executive of ‘world’s favourite airline’ defiant despite recession fears, fall in business bookings and accusations of bullying 

BA profits slump as love affair cools 
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Keith Harper 
Transport Editor 

B RITISH Airways 
may consider itself 
the world's favour- 
ite airline, but the 
public’s love affair 
with it shows signs of cooling. 

Bookings by H ntintwiiman 

have fallen away dramati- 
cally in the last month con- 
tributing to a 10 per cent 
slump in” BA’s half-yearly 
profits down to £385 million. 
Now management is faced 
with pruning its global net- 
work and abandoning pfans 
for bigger, luxurious jets. 

BA is the most profitable 
airline in the world but I 
recently its image has been 


tarnished after it was accused 
of bullying smaller «iHin»« in 
a price war for low cost carri- 
ers. The British public were 
also angered when the 
national carrier decided to 
drop the Union Jack from its 
livery. 

Yesterday, its troubled but 
defiant chief executive. Bob 
Ayling, dismissed mounting 
City criticism of bis leader- 
ship, saying that it was well 
positioned to weather the 
coming global recession. 

Mr Ayling’s comments 
came as he annminrgri the 10 
per cent drop. Some observ- 
ers saw in this echoes of the 
travails of another great Brit- 
ish name — Marks and Spen- 
cers — which saw profits 
plummet last week. But BA's 


mawagiimwi t say - alrilna 

industry is a different world. 
Mr Ayling stressed BA had 
prepared more sensibly than 
most rivals to deal with the 
recession by cutting unprofit- 
able routes to the Far East 
and by ordering, smaller jets 
to bump up profits. 

Mr Ayling, a Labour in- 
sider who was once consid- 
ered for Tony Blair’s Down- 
ing Street policy unit, could 
be removed in a boardroom 
coup after a series of blun- 
ders. His handling of a- strike 
by cabin crew last year was 
widely criticised. Staff stayed 
away, hundreds of flights 
were cancelled and BA lost 
more than £100 million. The 
impact of the damaging strike 
is also reflected in the figures. 


However, yesterday Mr 
Ayling was in tough-taDring 
mood, “MY position is to ran 
BA. That is what I am paid to 
do. The only pressure I lied, is 
from fiie market place. The 
action my entire management 

taam hna faVsn in thp part 

year I believe has put BA in a 1 
better position than it would j 
otherwise have been.” 

Mr Ayling is due to meet 
his board on Friday, chaired 
by BA’s former chief execu- 
tive, Lord Marshall Industry 
insiders expect him to ride 
out this meeting, a view 
which appeared to be con- 
firmed by Lord Marshall’s 
i support yesterday for Mr Ayl- 
ing’s strategy. “These results 
show how the company h»c 
benefited from its clear 
understanding of the key 
trends in the mlpmatinnal 
ah-Ttng Tip iiw»larff ]. 

Mr Ayling*s apparent confi- 
dence in BA’s product comes 
at pnH of a bad mnrtfh. Its 
planned alliance with Ameri- 
can Airlines has hit a brick 
wall, and a sudden foil in first 
wnd business da«« passenger 
traffic in October produced 
share jitters in the City. 

Some of the low cost carri- 
ers that compete with BA on 
lucrative routes claimed that 
they were winning some of 
BA’s business passengers on 
abor t hani flights to Scotland 
and Europe. EasyJet, based at 
Luton, said that its business 
travellers were up by 50 per 


cent A spokesman said the 
fear cf a recession, had en- 
couraged small and medium 
sized firms to trade down. 

The market too has been 
worried about BA’s perfor- 
mance and its share price has 
been bouncing up and down 
like a yo-yo for the past 12 
months. But it has taken a 
particular beating since the 
summer, tumhUng from 718p 
in July to a low of 308p in 
September. It has since recov- 
ered to 405p, and was un- 
changed at that figure when 
share prices closed last night 

Mr Ayling has put on a 
tight squeeze on spending to 
stave off a recession. The air- 
line haw made £600 mill inn in 

savings in the last few years 
— which Mr Ayling said 
helped bouy profits. 

He pointed out that BA 
would cut hanir c tiTi further 
on its extensive i*mg haul net- 
work by dropping unprofit- 
able routes. The company was 
looking “very bard" at a num- 
ber of marginal routes. 

Mr Aiding said: “We can't 
afford to have g ro wth that is 
unjustified. Every route must 
pay for itselfl” 

BA files to around 160 desti- 
nations, including 16 in Af- 
rica, 16 in T.atin America and 
the Caribbean, and wmp 20 in 
the Asia and Pacific region. 

Mr Ayling said that no 
other European airline had 
tackled costs and restruc- 
tured its fleet as BA had done. 




Multi-cultural look to the BA tallfin, striking crew and watching managers and an American Airlines plane which should have been part of a tie-up 

Four disasters which tarnished image 


Uvezy redesign: New Brit- - 

ain. New British Airways. 
With an ever increasing num- 
ber of non-British passengers, 
BA opted for a radical rede- 
sign of its livery two years ago 

and dropped the Union Jack 

from its planes. 

Bob Ayling. chief executive, 
saw the Fur East as the world's - 
fastest growing passenger 
market and wanted to dis- 
tance the carrier from its colo- 
nial past So ihe traditional 
crest colours of red, white and 
blue were dumped In favour of 
a mixture of African. Oriental 
aid European folk designs. 

However, the “ethnic art*’ 
tailflns were universally 
loathed. Baroness Thatcher 
voiced her dissent by draping 
a handkerchief over the trail- 
fin of a model at the design 
launch . The unions made 
much of the redesign's £60 mil- 
lion bill when the manage- 
ment was looking to cut costs. 

Richard Branson, who 
revels in his role as BA’s nem- 
esis, could not contain his de- 
light. The Virgin Atlantic boss 
promptly painted Union Jack 
designs on his airline and 
started us ingBA’s former slo- 
gan: Fly the Flag. 


Some older hands at Heath- 
row retaliated. One air traffic 
controller reputed that pilots 
raised safety concerns be?, 
cause ofthe identification 
problems caused by “non- 
gtandard” livery. 

Criticism from business 
passengers forced BA to mod- 
ify some of its designs. Mr Ayl- 
ing said that most dub class 
travellers, who provide 
roughly half the forerevenue 
on many routes, were un- 
hap py w i t h the multi-cultural, 
psychedelic look —so the air- 
line said it would make the 
tanflna "more uniform”. 

US tie-up: British Airways’ 
much heralded tie-up with 
American Airlines would 
have created one of the world's 
biggest airlines. 

. ft would have seen, one air- 
line dominate the lucrative 
routes between Europe and 
the USundera new name and 
colours. Launched in a blaze 

of publicity In 1996, the deal 
has yet to get a launch date. 

Intensive lobbying from 

rivals who claimed the deal 
would have created a monster 
monopoly and seen&res 
across the Atlantic shoot up. 


won over regulators. The 

European Commission put the 

price of the dealas 267 landing 
and takeoff slots to rivals— 
amounting to 55 per cent of 
BA’s market on some trans- 
atlantic routes. 

Mr Ayling has refused to 
day ball unless the company 
received cash compensation. 

TO make matters worse, the 
US Justice Department de- 
scribed the deal as anon- 
starter in October. With no 
end in sight to the wrangling, 

BA sought to save fhce by join- 
ing a loose partnership of five 
carriers — Cathay. Qantas, 
Canadian Airlines and 
American. 

No-frUls flights: British Air- 
ways launched Go, its own low 
cost airline, last year to com- 
bat the flock of no-frills carri- 
ers that have taken to the ak- 
in the 1990s. Seen as a long- 

term, smart commercial 
move, in the shortterm it was 
a public relations disaster. 

Smaller rivals raised the 
spectre of BA’s bully boy tac- 
tics as a dominant airline 
knocking out tiny carriers. 
One of pioneers , EasyJet, told 
the European Commission in 


October it objected to the low 
fares Go was charging an its 
| TiQn dOn-Bilinh nrgh flights. 

EasyJet said the £15 one- 
way price was just a “cheap 
trick” designed to crush the 
opposition. It said the “below- 
cost” fore was subsidised by 

BA and airmim tprttn unfair 
competition in breach ofEU 
trade laws. EasyJet has also 
received permission from the 
Hi gh Court in London for 
action against BA over its al- 
leged financial support for Go. 

The picture painted has 
proved uncomfortable for the 
airline, whose image was 
tarred after it was implicated 

in a “dirty tricks” campaign 
against Richard Branson’s 
Virgin Atlantic, and In the col- 
lapse of Sir Freddie Laker's 
super-cheap Skytrain service. 

Strike: The most costly mis- 
take by BA this decade. Direc- 
tors intonated staffby seek- 
mg to cut costs by£l billion in 
1997 when the airline was the 
most profitable carrier in the 
world. Cabin crew revolted 
when management attempted 
to extract savings — the three- 
day strike cost BA nearly 
£125 million. 


Passengers were stranded 
for hours as flights were ran- 
domly cancelled. More than 
LOOP domestic and European 
fli g hts and 99Q internatio nal 

destinations were wiped from 
the timetable. 

More than 3^00 staff did not 
turn up for work, the majority 
opting to be “sick” rather 
than strike. The action soured 
i relations between workers 
and bosses. Flight attendants 
> who stayed at home claimed 
they were bullied by managers 
and received intimidating 
, phone calls. Staff hit back by 
defacing pictures of Mr Ayl- 
ing at the airline's headquar- 
ters. 

The acrimonious dispute 
probably also cost Mr Ayling. 
a Labour supporter, a 
peerage. 

The high-flying former civil 
servant had been expecting 
some acknowledgment of his 
contribution to helping 
Labour draw up the party’s 
business plan. But Tony Blah- 
thought it unwise to reward 
Mr Aylin g after shar eholders 
and tiie media judged he had 
mishandled the dispute. 

Randeep Ramesh 



Bob Ayling . . . ‘the only pressure I feel is from the market place* photograph: DAvtosauroe 


TV advertisement uses Oxo model to encourage middle class children to report abuse in the home as part of government initiative 

Crackdown on domestic violence 
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Nicholas Watt 

Political Cofraspoudant 

jIDDLE CLASS 
children are to 
be encouraged 
to report vio- 
lence against 
their mothers and sisters at 
home as part of an initiative 
by the Government to tackle 
domestic abuse across all 
social classes. 

A television advertisement 
wffl t a rget middle class chil- 
dren by portraying a domestic 
scene similar to the successful 
Oxo advertisements, which 
toms sour when the fartw 
verbaHy abuses his wife. 

to the advertisement, to be 
screened before the $-3opm 
watershed aver Christmas, a 
wife waits at home with her 
two children for her fansband 
to return from work. When he 
appears he asks where his 
dinner is and she tafi* him ft 
will be a few minutes late be- 
cause she has been busy. He 
becomes verbally aggressive, 
berating his wife for failing to 
perform her role. The stiver- 
tisgnent will be screened in 
Sc ofianti as a pilot fo r the rest 
of Britain, and will contain a 
photograph: seah smith helpline for children to phene 


i if a woman in their house has 
j been abused. 

Helen Liddell, the Scottish 
i Office minis ter with responsl- 
; bility for women's issues, said 
1 yesterday that the £600,000 ad- 
vertisement had been de- 
signed to look like the Oxo 
series because domestic vio- 
lence occurred across all 
social classes. Ms Liddell, . 
speaking at the launch of De- 1 
livering for Women, the gov- 
ernment Initiative to improve 
the lives of women, said the 
Women's Unit bad made the 
fight against domestic abuse 
one of its priorities. 

Recent research found that 
one in four women experi- 
ence violence at home at some 
point The 1996 British Crime 
Survey found 44 per cent of all 
violent crimes experienced by 
women in 1995 were domestic. 

Ms Liddell said: “Domestic 
abuse knowns no boundaries 
of social class or social group. 
We have to dispel the myth 
that it only occurs In criminal 
cl a s ses or at specific social 
levels. A recent survey has 
shows an appallingly high 
proportion of young people of 
both sexes think that violence 
Is sometimes excusable. Do- 
mestic abuse is never excus- 
able, we must provide a long 


Improving women’s lives 


□ INVESTIGATION Into why 
teenage girls foil behind boys 
after out-performing them In 
their early school years. The for- 
mer Spice Girl Geri Hallfwefl and 
the actress Emma Thompson 
may be signed up as role models 
for teenagers. 

G Analysis into discrepancy be- 
tween men's and women's in- 
come to be published next year. 
Women in full-time employment 
are still paid 80 per cent of men’s 
earnings despite Increase In 
number ot women working. 

□ Extension of child care provi- 
sion. In the past year the Govem- 
mert has launched the national 
child care strategy with the aim of 
providing high quality chBd care 


term solution to tackle this 
attitude.” 

The Women's Unit is also 
supporting other initiatives 
to raise awareness among 
children about domestic vio- 
lence. Tameside council in 
Greater Manchester has pro- 
duced a teaching pack with 
guidance for school children 
and an emergency telephone 


for all children up to the age of 
14. 

□ Improvement In family 
friendly employment policies. 
Government will work in partner- 
ship with employers’ organisa- 
tions to help men and women fit 
family commitments around their 
work. 

□ Tedding domestic abuse 
across all social classes . Televi- 
sion advertisement will raise 
awareness of abuse among chil- 
dren and contain a helpline. 

□ Improvement in women's rep- 
resentation. Government is com- 
mitted to a 5(h50 ratio of men 
and women in public 
appointments. 

number to call if they witness 
violence at home. 

On the wider issue of im- 
proving women’s lives. Bar- 
oness Jay of Paddington, the 
Minister for Women, said that 
the Government was deter- 
mined to sweep away barriers 
which prevent women from 
reaching their potential. She 
cited a series of initiatives 


launched by the Government 

in the past year, including im- 
proved child care provision 
and providing more family 
friendly employment policies. 

At yesterday’s launch. Lady 
Jay announced that the 
Women’s Unit had decided to 
target teenage girls because 
research shows they foil be- 
hind boys after out-perform- 
ing them throughout their 
early years at school. There 
has been a substantial im- 
provement in girls’ perfor- 
mance at GCSEs and A levels, 
but “then something seems to 
happen, and they do not fulfil 
their earlier potential”, said 
Tessa Jowell. the women's 
minis ter in the Commons. 

“We need to find out the 
reasons behind this. We also 
have the highest rate of teen- 
age pregnancies in Europe. 
There are also concerns about 
teenagers’ body images and 
eating disorders that some- 
times result” 

The Government has also 
decided to examine the issue 
of women’s pay because evi- 
dence shows they are still 
paid considerably less than 
men. Among full-time em- 
ployees, women’s hourly 
earnings are only Hi per cent 
of men’s. 


umsiaers are not entirely con- the party conference last month.) optimism that by chance a policy shirts on abigh street nearyoii. I | 
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President 
Jacques Chirac 
led tributes 
yesterday on 
the death of 
Jean Marais, 
aged 84. 

John Henley 
in Paris profiles 
a man who, 
rejected by 
drama schools, 
went on to 
become one of 
France’s best 
loved actors 
-and the lover 
of surrealist 
film-maker 
Jean Cocteau 



Poles brace for 
bitter truths as 
seal is torn off 

communist files 


Ke« Bowdler In Gdynia 


Jean Marais, pictured last year with a bust of the surrealist artist and film-maker Jean Cocteau, who gave him his first break in the cinema, and 
below, with French actress Danielle Darrieux in Cocteau’s 1947 film Rny Bias photograph: uonh. cwowcau 


France mourns film giant 


T ributes poured in 
yesterday as France 
learned of the death 
of Jean Marais, one 
of the country’s 
best-loved film actors, who 
got his first break as the lover 
of the surrealist artist, play- 
wright and film-maker Jean 
Cocteau but was still treading 
the boards at the Folies Ber- 
gere last year at the age of 83. 

“He was an Immens e actor, 
an immense artist, but it was 
his qualities of loyalty, fidel- 
ity and generosity which, 
above and beyond the admira- 
tion he inspired in us, made 
us all love him so much," said 
President Jacques Chirac. 

1 'Today, a great many 
French men and women have 
lost part of their dreams and 
part of their youth." 

Best known outside France 
for his performance as the 
hairy and inconsolable beast 
in the 1945 classic Beauty and 
the Beast, Marais was taken 
ill late last year and entered a 


hospital near Cannes in June, 
suffering from malnutrition. 
He died peacefully on Sunday. 

Rejected by all France’s 
leading drama schools. Mar- 
ais nevertheless made 75 
films and spent the best part 
of his cinema career as 


‘Many French men 
and women have 
lost part of their 
dreams and youth’ 


France's equivalent of Errol 
Flynn. He later became one of 
the grand old men of the 
French theatre, but continued 
to attract film directors, in- 
cluding Bernardo Bertolucci, 
who cast him in Stealing 
Beauty, three years ago. 

“He did « making things on 
screen and he never trained 
for them." said Jean-Pa ul Bel- 


mondo. "He made everyone 
dream with those cloak-and- 
dagger films. But he was also 
truly kind. He loved people 
and he never took himwif 
seriously." 

Bom in Cherbourg on De- 
cember ll 1913, the son of a 
veterinarian and a profes- 
sional shoplifter, Marais 
moved to Paris with his 
mother as a young child. He 
was a poor student, dropping 
out of school at the age of 16 . 
He worked as an apprentice 
photographer before he met 
Cocteau in 1937. 

‘It became a friendship that 
went far beyond the bound- 
aries of the physical,” Marais 
said last year. “He was the 
only person for whom I would 
sacrifice my life.” Cocteau 
seems to have beat rather 
more down-to-earth about the 
affair: “There's been a catas- 
trophe,” he reportedly said. 
“I've fallen in love with you." 

Their relationship inspired 
Cocteau to many plays, films. 


poems and drawings, and en- 
dured until his death in 1963. 
Theatrical, eccentric and vi- 
sionary, Cocteau cast the 
strikingly handso me Marais 
In his play on the Oedipus 
story, Oedipe Roi, and the 
pair made half a dozen films 
together, including Les 
Parents Terribles, Orphee, in 
1949, and Le Testament d' Or- 
phee in 1960. 

But Marais also worked 
with leading international di- i 
rectors such as Jean Renoir, ; 
Luchino Visconti and Abel i 
Gance, and became a major 
star in France for a long and 
hugely successful string of ! 
blood-and-th under epics, in- 
cluding the Fantomas series. 

Later, as New Wave film- 
makers like Jean-Luc Godard 
and Francois Truffaut swept 
him aside, he returned to the 
stage, playing King Lear, 
Prospero and major French 
roles. He published several 
books and revealed himself to 
be a talented sculptor. 



R oman drywa was 

just eight when he and 
his mother were frog- 
marched through a Polish 
graveyard under swinging 
lanterns at midnight, 28 

years ago, to bury his 
butchered father. 

Two secret policemen had 
arrived at their home and 
ordered the mother to come 
with them. The previous 
day she had discovered that 
her 34-year-old husband 
and 12 others had been 
killed by gunmen in tanks 
on a station platform in the 
early hours of December 
1970: one of 44 recorded 
murders along the Baltic 
coast that month after pro- 
tests at food price rises. 

Mr Drywa and his mother 
want to know who pulled 
the trigger, who gave the 
order to shoot, and how 
many were really killed 
that night. What of the ac- 
counts of mass graves? 

They hope to find the 
answers when a public ar- 
chive of communist-era 
files, the National Remem- 
brance Institute, opens next 
January, collating an esti- 
mated 75 miles of documen- 
tation from 1939 to 1989. 

The archive's opening co- 
incides with anti-communist 
legislation after the election 
of a Solidarity-led govern- 
ment last year. A new court 
will investigate public fig- 
ures for secret police links; 
another bill aims to purge 
the courts of those who sent 
hundreds of political oppo- 
nents to their deaths. 

“It's not about revenge or 
about patting someone be- 
hind bars, especially since 
the perpetrators are old.” 
says Mr Drywa. now a Soli- 
darity trade union leader in 
Gdynia. -“It's about estab- 
lishing guilt.” 

He also wants to know 
which neighbours spied on 
him in the 1970S. 

He remembers his father 
lying in an open coffin as 
families were wheeled in 
and out that night far night- 
time funerals away from 
public glare. “A stream of 
blood oozed from his 
mouth. My mother threw 
herself at the coffin and un- 
buttoned his pyjamas.” His 


mother, sitting next to him, 
draws a line from her Jugu- 
lar to her belly to denote the 
bloodied stitching from a 
post-mortem. 

Whether the archive will 
live up to the victims’ ex- 
pectations is In question. 
Jan Rokita. an MP, claims 
reams of documents were 
destroyed between July 
1989 and January 1990, on 
the orders of the commu- 
nist Interior minister, Gen- 
eral Czeslaw Kiszczak- 

■*If anyone expects great 
revelations, they'll be dis- 
appointed,” he says. 

Krzysztof Ptesiewicz. a 
lawyer who defended Soli- 



Roman Drywa: ‘It’s not 
about revenge but about 
establishing guilt’ 


darity activists daring mar- 
tial law in the 1980s, be- 
lieves the must be 

opened, but he will not 
peek into his. “Do I want to 
know whether a close 
friend spied on me?” he 
asks. “This is dirt which 
will bring me nothing.” 

Olaf. a secret police officer 
for 20 years, admits destroy- 
ing files from 1984 to 1990. 

He says what remains 
may still destroy the aura 
surrounding some Solidar- 
ity leaders, and that the 
Catholic Church agreed in 
1989-90 to the destruction of 
secret police files on priests 
and bishops, for fear of 
“double-agents” being un- 
masked. He warns that the 
archive is “a devil's ftamace, 
a Pandora’s box”. 

For the victims, that may 
be a price worth paying for 
the truth. ■ 


Striking cultural 
centre is symbol 
of island rebirth 


Christopher Zlim 
In New Caledonia 


M ORE than 70 per cent 
of New Caledonians 
have hacked an his- 
toric referendum to grant 
the formerly troubled 
French Pacific territory 
more autonomy from Paris, 
before of a final vote is 
taken on independence. 

The decision could also 
be seen as a vote of confi- 
dence in the most symbolic 
and spectacular structure 
to be built in the South Pa- 
cific since the Sydney 
Opera House — the Centre 
Cult nr el TJibaou, which 
opened recently near the 
territory’s capital. 
Noumea. 

The futuristic and tradi- 
tional structure was a 
£35 million peace offering 
from the French govern- 
ment to the K ana k island- 
ers who waged a straggle 
against settlers between 
1984 and 1988 in which al- 
most 50 people died. 

The complex, based on 
tribal buildings and de- 
signed by a leading Italian 
architect. Renzo Plano, was 
named after the Kanak 
leader Jean-Marie TJibaou, 
who was assassinated In 
1989 by separatist extrem- 
ists after signing a pact to 
avoid a civil war. 

One of the key planks of 
the reconciliation was the 


Centre, which was commis- 
sioned In 1990 as one of the 
last major cultural works 
initiated by President Fran- 
cois Mitterand, and the 
only one outside Paris. 

“The Centre has become a 
reality because people have 
died for it,” said Octave 
Tonga, the director of the 
Kanak agency which man- j 
ages it. “This is not a gift 
we inherited. It was as a 
result of a straggle." 

Mr Tonga, who was a po- 
litical activist alongside 
IJibaon, explained how the 
Centre's striking egg- 
shaped elements and its 
various theatres and art 
galleries signified the Kan- 
aka' unfinished struggle for 
independence. 

“The French government 
understand that as long as 
the Legitimate identity of 
the people of this land is 
not taken into account, 
then nothing sustainable 
can be done In this land,” 
he said. 

The so-called Matignon 
Accords, which for some of 
his own peoole sealed 1J1- 
baou's fhte, were renewed 
in April by the Noumea Ac- 
cord, and on Sunday the eli- 
gible population of 185,000 
voted to ratify this and 
reshape their constitu- 
tional future. 

But the political history 
of the 250-mile long, cigar- 
shaped and nickle-rich 
main island, 930 miles off 




The New Caledonia cultural centre's futuristic egg-shaped structures are the most spectacular complex built In the South Pacific since the Sydney Opera House photograph- p. , 


Australian coast. | donia speak 28 different j pro-independence FLNKS [ sent some 34 per cent of the 


remains complex and a vote languages and have seen party and the French loyal- 1 population. 


France will now cede a to understand each other." 
range of powers to the is- said Mr Tonga. “We signed 


^ “• fiBal vote, the accord SritaSTC 
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by-step transfer of powers. The original accords 


The Kanaks of New Cale- 1 signed between TJibaon’s 


social and economic domi- table in the transition to beacon to the Kanaks’ aspi- future of this country. This 
nance over the Kanaks of what is described as a rations. “We built this Cen- tool will give them the 
the Europeans, who repre- shared sovereignty. .... — . l 


tre as a tool to allow people | wiwm to understand.” 


Jakarta assembly fuels protests 


John AgDonby fn Jakarta 


T housands of stud- 
ents demonstrated in 
Indonesia yesterday 
in protest against a 
government assembly that 
meets today to repeal the au- 
thoritarian laws of farmer 
President Suharto and intro- 
duce new legislation. 

Fearing that the People’s 
Consultative Assembly (MFRX 
which was appointed by Mr 
Suharto, will make only cos- 
metic changes to the status 
quo. the students converged 
on the parliament building In 
Jakarta and regional legisla- 
tures to demand that legisla- 
tors listen to their views. 
Demonstrators in Jakarta 


were kept more than a mile 
from the parliament building 
by heavily armed soldiers and 
riot police who have turned 
the city into a military camp. 

The army is afraid that 
huge demonstrations against 
the four-day MPR convention 
could lead to a repeat of the 
riots in May which led to Mr 
Suharto's resignation. It has 
deployed more than 30.000 
troops to prevent unrest. 

As marksmen kept watch 
from skyscrapers in the capi- 
tal, 2,000 students tried to ne- 
gotiate their way past the 
tight security cordon. At one 
paint in the three-hour stand- 
off It seemed likely that the 
students would ram the sol- 
diers and riot police with 
their buses and trucks, but 


their leaders eventually 
restored calm. 

"Unlike the government 
and the army we are not go- 
ing to use force against our 
opponents." the student 
leader Taufik Irwan said. 

"The military’s attitude 
shows the government does 
not trust the people enough to 
let them act democratically.” 

Earlier In the day troops 
scuffled with dozens of stu- 
dent demonstrators near the 
presidential palace. At least 
two were carried away in- 
jured after being beaten by 
soldiers. 

The MPR is due to abolish 
several laws, including those 
that allow only three political 
parties, give the president 
! extraordinary powers to de- ! 


Clare a state of emergency, 
and prohibit opposition par- 
ties campaigning in rural 
areas. 

It is also due to change the 
electoral system from propor- 
tional representation to a 
mixture of PR and first-past- 
the-post and set the date for 
the next general election. The 
president, B.J. Habibie, has 
said he wants elections to be 
held In May or June. 

The students also want the 
MPR to order Mr Suharto's 
prosecution for political and 
economic crimes, end the mil- 
itary's representation in leg- 
islative bodies, and guarantee 
free and fair elections. 

"We believe that the ruling 

Go lkar party and the militar y j 

will manipulate the special ! 


session to protect Itself from 1 
the nation's democratic, 
forces," Mr Irwan said. 

“That’s why we are going to 
demonstrate every day of the 
meeting to make sure the com- 
mon people's voice is heard." 

hi the last week Golkar, 
which now faces the prospect 
of electoral annihilation be- 
cause of its links to the for- 
mer dictator, and the politi- 
cally powerful military have 
both tried to Jump on the 
reform bandwagon. 

Golkar's MPR faction 
leader, Marzuki Daruaman, 
said his party was now "seri- 
ously considering” proposing 
the prosecution of Mr Su- 
harto for p olitical and eco- 
nomic crimes and was “com- 
mitting itself to total reform”. 


Malaysian police chief denies 
report on anti-Anwar plotters 


John Af£lonby 


WRANGLING about the 
WW existence and where- 
W W abouts of a mysterious 
report that allegedly accuses 
senior Malaysian offirtaic of 
atte mpting to smear the coun- 
try's former deputy p rimp min- 
ister Anwar Ibr ahim domi- 
nated yesterday's trial of Mr 
Anwar cm sodomy and corrup- 
tion charges. 

The outgoing head of Malay- 
sia’s police intelligence unit, 
Mohamad Said Awang. told a 
crowded court that an investi- 
gation into the allegations that 
Mr Anwar had committed sod- 
omy with his driver and had 
an affair with the wife of his 


form er private secretary was 
stopped after the prime minis- 
ter, Mahathir Mohamad, pub- 
licly rubbished the accusa- 
tions in August 1997. 

Mr Awang said: “We maria a 
suggestion to the {rime minis- 
ter not to continue with the in- 
vestigation. We waited for his 
feedback. He maHp the press 
statement, so we knew his de- 
cision was to dose the case.” 

The prosecution denied de- 
fence claims that Mr A Wang’s 
department had prepared a 
second report which named 
senior government officiate 
involved in a campaign to dis- 
| credit Mr Anwar. 

Mr Awang told the court he 
could not remember a second 
report But a source close to 


the defence team said after 
the court adjourned: "Anwar 
remembers seeing the second 
report, although he was never 
allowed to keep a copy of it. 
We are determined to find tt 
and prove his innocence." 

Prosecutors have brought 
10 charges against Mr Anwar 
for the two affairs and for al- 
legedly trying to have them 
covered up. He pleads inno- 
cent and riaima he is the vic- 
tim of a high-level campaign 
to ruin him. 

In an Interview in the Amer- 
ican news magazine Time yes- 
terday he said Dr Mahathir 
had trumped up the changes 
because the prim e min ister 
was "drunk with power” and 
bad lost his sanity. 
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Short plays down gap on debt relief 
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SJ»« HorloB-T«ytor, and 
Pita Guraton fai La C«B» 


T HE controversy sur- 
rounding Clare 
Short's handling of 
the Central Ameri- 
can crisis wiiiwi by 
Hurricane Mitch appeared to 
deepen yesterday when she 
repeated her view that Third 
World debt relief was 'Irrele- 
vant to coping with the imme- 
diate crisis” In Honduras and 
Nicaragua. 

The International Develop- 
ment Secretary rejected Tory 
claims that she was at odds 
with Gordon Brown. “The 
Chancellor and I have an- 
nounced that we are ap- 
proaching the International 


Monetary Fund and World 
Bank to try to get agreement 
that post-crisis countries 
should be treated more flexi- 
bly for debt relief,” she said. 

Ms Short criticised those 
who have attacked the Gov- 
ernment for not proposing a 
unil a t eral moratorium on its 
share of debt, inrfgHpg a mor- 
atorium required co-opera- 
tion with other countries 
funding the IMF. 

Yesterday the French gov- 
ernment backed Britain's call 
for an Immediate moratorium 
on debt repayments by 
countries devastated by 
Mitch. The prime minister, 
Lionel Jospin, tnid a develop- 
ment conference in Lyon that 
France wanted creditors to 
speed up debt relief 


The French finance minis- 
try said in a statement yester- 
day that it would call on other 

Paris Club creditor countries 
to suspend debt sendee for 


Short accused her 
Tory shadow of 
trying to make 
cheap points 


two years and, improve loan 
conditions. 

Ms Short sparked contro- 
versy last week -when she dis- 
missed calls for iiumwriiafp 
debt relief for Honduras and 
Nicaragua as “misleading” 


and “irrelevant”. Mr Brown 
struck a different note on 
Sunday, calling for a new in- 
ternational emergency fund 
— possibly Including a mora- 
torium on debt payments — 
to help rebuild countries be- 
ing a “huge breakdown” as a 
result of natural disaster. 

Ms Short accused Gary 
Streeter, her Tory shadow, of 
frying to make “cheap 
points”, saying he appeared 
not to understand how debt 
relief worked. 

She told the Commons: “In 
a crisis like this, when the 
mud glides, your fhanwc of 
survival depend on people al- 
ready there in countries who 
pun yon out or not" 

The International commu- 
nity should then bring In food 


and medicine — and Britain, 
she said, was especially good 
at that. “The immediate step 
that is needed is the effort to 
prevent cholera and hunger.” 

The Government was sup- 
porting measures to prevent 
the crisis from worsening, Ms. 
Short said. 

More than £254,000 had 
been donated for food and 
health in Honduras and 
£32585 for Nicaragua. The 
Government had given the 
Red Cross Regional Appeal 
£200,000 and rnadft available" 
HMS Ocean and other Royal 
Navy ships with helicopters; 
te chni c ians and supplies. 

More than 400 Royal Ma- 
rines will today join the 
emergency relief operation In 
Honduras and Nicaragua, the 


captain of HMS Ocean, Bob 
Turner, said last night. 

In a telephone interview 
from his ship off the east 
coast of Nicaragua, Captain 


We are now 
pumping in the 
Marines and 
medical teams* 


Turner said British Sea King, 
Lynx and Gazelle helicopters 
had made dawn-to-dusk 

r nwnnainiainfp fUghta inlan d 

“We are now pumping in 
the Marines and medical 
teams who will be the lead el- 


ements bringing in supplies, 
and most importantly fresh 
water,” Capt Turner 

In the next few days they 
will help distribute food, 
working closely with local au- 
thorities and aid agencies. 

Most of the Royal Marines 
are from 45 Commando. A 
British embassy source said 
several hundred men from 12 
company. Royal Marines, 
were on jungle tr aining exer- 
cises In the former British 
territory of Belize when the 
hurricane hit. 

"The idea is to get to remote 
places the local relief teams 
haven't been able to reach,” 
the vice-consul, Rufus Legge, 
said. "The primary aim is 
search and rescue, although 
they are taking food and 


water to villages that are in 
need of them.” 

No roads connect the prov- 
ince of Gracias a Dios, where 
the Mosquitia region is lo- 
cated, with the. rest of the 
country. Many of the sparse 
population are Miskito Indi- 
ans who live by hunting and 
fishing, but rice and plan- 
tains, the staple crops, have 
been 90 per cent obliterated, 
according to unconfirmed 
sources. 

The embassy confirmed aid 
agency reports that the Ma- 
rines were finding few 
togtanwpg of death or injury. 
“Conditions weren't nearly so 
bad as they had feared,” Mr 
Legge said. 


Winds of change, page 8 



Phfl Qunson In La Cato and 
JuSan Boiler In Washington 


THEN: The plantations employed thousands of Hondurans 

First they lost 
their homes. 

Now banana 
workers in 
Honduras 
must face life 
without jobs 


NOW: Banana workers in the Aguan Valley can only be reached by helicopter photographs:^ ^ ewtsho^andwcroncAWANo 


A T LEAST 16,000 ba- 
nana workers in Hon- 
duras are facing a fur- 
ther catastrophe in 
the wake of Hurricane Mitch 
— they are likely to be laid off 
indefinitely on a fraction of 
their already low pay. 

The workers, thousands of 
whom have been made home- 
less by the hurricane and are 
relying on emergency food 
aid. have been told by their 
employer. Standard Fruit, 
that the crop has been so 
badly damaged that Honduras 
may not export another ba- 
nana until 2000, making lay- 
offs inevitable. 

The workers’ unions say 
Standard is exaggerating the 
scale of the economic disas- 
ter. Some agricultural experts 
say the floods may have had 
side-effects beneficial to com- 
pany, such as improving soil 
quality. 

Standard's parent com- 
pany, Dole Food, a transna- 
tional fruit corporation based 
in Westlake, California, is one 


of the two big foreign firms 
that have dominated the Hon- 
duran banana industry for 
100 years. Its controlling 
share is owned by David 
Murdoch. 

The other is Tela Railroad, 
now a subsidiary of Chiquita 
Brands, which is also Ameri- 
can-owned. 

Earlier this century the two 
companies were so powerful 
that the occupancy of the 
Honduran presidency de- 
pended on which of them had 
bought more political influ- 
ence, giving the country the 
dubious distinction of being 
the first “banana republic". 

Although much less power- 
ful than they once were, Stan- 
dard and Tela retain consid- 
erable influence over 
government policy. When 
Carlos Flores took over the 
presidency less than a year 
ago, he slashed the already 
low export tax on bananas 


while raising VAT from 7 to 
12 per cent 

Mr Medina says working 
conditions have been steadily 
worsening. 

“Basic pay is 57 lempiras 
[about £250] a day,” he said. 


Standard and the union, Su- 
trasfco.were due to meet yes- 
terday to dis m iss the compa- 
ny's terms for the indefinite 
lay-off Mr Medina admitted 
that the union had a weak 

hand. 

A company spokesman, 
Francisco Romero-Baca, said 
Standard had not assessed the 
damage to its plantations in 
financial terms but 77 per 
cent of the crop was "dam- 
aged”, probably irreparably. 

The company's infrastruc- 
ture, including packing plants 
and irrigation systems, had 


also been severely damaged. 


he said, and the transport of 
crops to port would be im- 
peded by the widespread de- 
struction of roads and bridges. 

In a financial statement 
earlier this week the com- 
pany said the hurricane had 
caused it losses of up to 
$70 million in Central Amer- 
ica, and a quarter of its world- 
wide production had been 
lost 

Chiquita Brands. Stan- 
dard’s rival, said its 17.000- 
acres of plantation had been 
almost totally devastated. Joe 


Hagin, the company's spokes- 
man at its headquarters in 
Cincinnati. Ohio, said more 
than 7,000 workers had been 
suspended but would con- 
tinue to rereive fim pay for at 
least three months. 

He said a long-term package 
for workers would include free 
housing and medical care. 

Standard's redundancies 
could last for more than a 
year. Industry analysts said 
the Honduran banana indus- 
try was unlikely to resume 
anything like frill production 
until 2000. 


Clinton poised for EU trade war 


Kurdish rebels chased into Iraq 


Ctuta Morris In Ankara 


T housands of Turkish 

tro o ps were reported to 
have pushed deep into 
Kurdish-controlled northern 
Iraq yesterday in pursuit of 
members erf the Turkish Kurd 1 
rebel movement the Kurdi- 
stan Workers' Party (PKK). 

The Baghdad government 
which lost control of the 
region after the Gulf war of 
1991, condemned what it 
called an invasion. It de- 
manded that the Turkish 
forces, leave immediately, 
pointing out that the opera- 
tion coincided with threats 


from the United States In the 
dispute over Baghdad's 
refusal to co-operate with 
United Nations weapons 
inspectors. 

Up to 15,000 Turkish troops 
and hundreds of armoured ve- 
hicles are reported to he in- 
volved in the search for the 
rebels, supported by F-16 
fighter -plane attacks on sus- 
pected PKK positions. It may 
he the last big operation in 
the region before the winter. 

The Turkish defence minis - 
ter, Ismet Sezgln, admitted on 
Sunday that an operation was 
under waylaying that troops 
were chasing about 500 PKK 
members who were forced to 


leave their bases In Syria last 
month. 

The Kurdistan Democratic 
Party (KDP), an Iraqi Kurdish 
gr ou p fighting alongsid e the 
Turkish forces, says the PKK 
has not crossed directly from 
Syria into toe te rri tory it con- 
trols. KDP officials say toe 
PKK is being helped by Iraqi 
troops ferther south. 

in the past year the PKK has 
increased its contacts with 
ftpririam Hussein's regime and 
now has several offices in 
Iraqi-controlled territory. The 
KDP has promised to stop the 
PKK re-establishing a signifi- 
cant power base In their region 
but may find it dtfficnlt if 


B agh d ad is helping the rebels. 

The instability In northern 
Iraq has prompted frequent 
large-scale Turkish incur - 
stans. and the Turkish army 
now keeps a permanent force 
on the Iraqi side of the border 
to try to prevent PKK infiltra- 
tion into Turkey. 

Arab states protest bitterly 
about double standards, 
pointing out — with good 
reason — that Turkey is vio- 
lating international law. 

But toe West, led by the US 
and Britain, needs Ankara’s 
co-operation in i&r campaign 
to isolate President Saddam 
and is prepared to turn a 
blind eye to the incursions. 


T HE United States was 
set last night to launch 
the biggest trade war 
against Europe for more 
than a decade, an escalation 
of its long running cam- 
paign against the European 
Union’s trade preference 
for bananas grown In for- 
mer African and Caribbean 
colonies, writes Stephen 
Bates in Brussels. 


News in brief 


The move, which Euro- 
pean Union officiate believe 
is encouraged by political 
contributions to the Demo- 
cratic Party by Chiquita, 
the US banana-exporting 
multinational, is likely to 
hit British and French prod- 
ucts In particular, includ- 
ing wine, cheese and whis- 
ky. European officials are 
discussing retaliation. 


The EU argues that prefer- 
ential treatment for small- 
scale banana producers in 
French and British former 
Caribbean colonies, such as 
the Windward Islands, pre- 
serves their economies and 
stops formers from growing 
drugs instead. 

Despite the action, Chi- 
quita has won nearly 75 per 
cent of the EU market. 


“There would be no point 
restoring the plantations if 
we cannot export because 
there are no roads.” Dr 
Romero-Baca told reporters. 

“We have been asking the 
company for a helicopter to 
take us to see our people, but 
it hasn't been possible,” Mr 
Medina said. The Sula and 
Aguan valleys in northern 
Honduras, where toe bananas 
are grown, were among the 
areas worst affected. 

“The company is insured, 
but the workers aren’t," he 
said. "They have lost every- 
thing, all their possessions. 
How can the company expect 
us to survive for a year with- 
out eating?" 

“Just take out a map and 
look at where the banana 
companies are,” said a United 
Nations environmental con- 
sultant “They have a reason 
for being there despite the 
floods, and the reason is that 
they fertilise the soil, just like 
in the Nile delta.” 

Soil specialists estimate the 
value of the nutrients dumped 
by the floods on plantations 
owned by Tela at up to 
£2.6 million. 


EU food aid 
for Russia 

E uropean foreign 

tnfnig tprs las t ni gh t 

backed a plan to give Russia 
£300 million in emergency 
food aid this winter, writes 
Martin Walker in Brussels. 

The food aid. to be sold at 
Russian markets, is to include 
wheat, rice, milk powder and 
beef And, after strong 
representations from French 
formers in Brittany who have 
seen pork prices foil by half 
since June because of the 
collapse of Asian markets, the 
aid will include pork. 

“It is important that we 


approach this as a matter of 
what Russia needs, rather 
than what we want to 
provide.” Robin Cook, the 
Foreign Secretary, said. 

Little of the aid is expected 
to arrive until early next year, 
when toe food crisis is 
expected to beat its worst, 
accoding to satellite surveys 
of crops. 

Court bites 
back at press 

THE editor of the Belgrade 
daily Dnevni Tel egraf vowed to 
continue publishing yesterday 
despite a second large fine 
under Serbia's new media law. 


A court ruled that the paper 
had endangered national secu- 
rity and incited civil strife by 
publishing an advertisment 
showing a clenched fist and 
calling on readers to “bite the 
system”. “It will be too late if 
someone dies of hunger, If 
they start shooting people in 
the streets,” the advert said. 
"This is not a system — this is 
a disease. Resistance!" 

Magistrates fined the news- 
paper's publishing company 
£48,000 and Telegraf s editor, 
Dragan Novakovic, £24,000 on 
Sunday, a day after the paper 
reappeared on Belgrade news- 
stands following an earlier 
fine under the law passed by 
toe Serbian parliament on Oc- 
tober 20. — Reuters, Belgrade. 


Revolt pays 
for Chavez 

A LEFTWING coalition led by 
a former coup leader is the 
leading force in Venezuela's 
new congress, initial results 
showed yesterday —a setback 
for the two main parties. 

With 67 per cent of Sunday's 
votes counted, Hugo Chavez's 
Patriotic Pole coalition won 
34 percent of congressional 
seats. The center-left Demo- 
cratic Action Party won 22 per 
cent, and the conservative Co- 
pei Party 11 per cent Mr Cha- 
vez, aged 44, is tipped to win 
toe December 6 presidential 
polL — AP, Caracas. 


at amazon.co.uk 
finding the right book 
is childsplay 




click with 

amazon .co.uk 


books for everyone 


uutsiaers are not entirely con- the party conference last month.) optimism that by chance a policy shirts on a high street near you. I ^^'P^nOT^Uarcyan.OO.^ | 






Comment 


Diary 


Matthew 
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W ITH her remarriage 
to a barrister called 
Charlie imminent. 
Express editor Rlzla Rosie 
Boycott has put her house In 
Bayswater on the market. I 
ring the delectable doyenne 
of dope to ask if she's noticed 
an appalling smell that 
might be making it a bit dif- 
ficult to sell? No, she says. 
Not the kind of aroma, let ns 
say, that might come from a 
hidden box of fishfingers? 
Not at all, she says, “but I do 
have seven dogs." Two min- 
utes later, a colleague rings 
back. Rosie is intrigued, he 
says, having just found a 
box of decomposing fish- 
fingers burled beneath her 
bath. Utterly mystified, she 
even suspected a party guest 
of carelessness. This theory 
strikes me as a long shot: 
even in Rizla's wildest days, 

fi^hfin gw- hirim g sounds 

like an unlikely party pur- 
suit The smart money 
might be on either an estate 
agent insider, angered by 
her recent scathing attack 
on the profession for lax se- 
curity in employing mal e 
staff; ora disgruntled for- 
mer employee posing as a 
prospective house-buyer to 
seek a little vengeance. 


■ AM captivated by recol- 
lections of Frank John- 
son in Woodrow Wyatt's 
journals. Nowadays, Frank 
looks after all the lunatics 
in the Spectator, which (in 
the very loosest sense of the 
word) he edits, but once he 
had his eye on a larger 
prize. In 1987, while at the 
Times, Frank dreamt of 
ousting that fey Glaswegian 
gentleman, Charlie Wilson, 
and taking over as editor. 
When told of this ambition. 
Woody relayed it to Rupert 
Murdoch, who at first 
seemed Interested, but 
quickly concluded that 
Frank could “never orga- 
nise a newspaper or edit it". 
Whether this change of 
heart had anything to do 
with News International 
MD Bruce Matthews's opin- 
ion of Frank as “a shit,” the 
old boy's Journals don't say. 
However they do recall 
Frank’s previous unfortu- 
nate suggestion that Mat- 
thews should be sacked for 
allowing the News of the 
World to run the story 
about Jeffrey Archer and 
the prostitute. 


S PEAKING of Rupert, 
it’s good to see him 
coming out ofhis shell 
with an interview, to be 
screened on Channel 4 on 
Saturday week, in which he 
disdains any notion of retir- 
ing and reflects that be has 
"made a worthwhile contri- 
bution to the world." How 
true. Not everyone agrees, 
however, and there are out- 
standing arrest warrants 
from the Indian govern- 
ment over alleged obsceni- 
ties broadcast on his Star 
satellite network. In the 
wake of the Pinochet saga, 
an Idea suggests itself. Any- 
one who should see Rupert 
in central Loudon next time 
he’s in town to give his 
monthly instructions to Mr 
Tony, should take him by 
the arm — firmly but kindly 
— and march him into the 
Indian High Commission on 
the Aldwych. He will then 
be on Indian soil, and can be 
□own to India to face justice 
without the need for extra- 
dition proceedings. 


T HE Times’s City Diary 
has received a baffling 
call from Leadbetter 
PR on behalf of Its client 
Laphroaig, the whisky dis- 
tillers. Laphroaig wanted to 
know if they would print 
the whisky logo on their 
column In return for half a 
case of malt whisky on St 
Andrew's Day. Certainly 
not. replied my scandalised 
so-called rival, that’s the 
most ridiculous thing we’ve 
ever heard, and quite be- 
yond belief. “Well," said the 
PR firm, wounded at the 
rebuff, "the Guardian Diary 
did it”. And might well do 
again, for another six 
bottles. 
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A T the Commonwealth 
Club in London, a con- 
ference called Better 
For Women, Better For All 
was held yesterday to 
launch the Women's 0 nit’s 
latest campaign. All the 
usual suspects — Tessa 
Jowell, Baroness Jay and 
the one-time Maxwell hand- 
maiden Helen Liddell- 
stood before the cameras, 
and all went well until the 
lighting set-up got too close 
to the low ceiling and acti- 
vated the smoke detector. 
Sprinkler chaos ensued, and 
the ladies were soaked. "It 
was more like a wet T-shirt 
competition,'' says one pho- 
tographer. Phwoooar, 
indeed. 


What Hague should heed from the 
neutering of Newt: right is wrong 



T HE fall of Newt Ging- 
rich has some resem- 
blances to the collapse 
of the Berlin Wall It 
marks the end of a grand polit- 
ical illusion. Speaker Ging- 
rich may not embody quite 
the 70 years it took for com- 
munism to be destroyed and. 
with it socialism to lose Its 
credibility as the platform of 
the democratic Left. He spans 
merely a decade, at the fin of 
the conservative siecle. But his 
departure, under pressure 
from his party, reverberates 
beyond Capitol HUL 
It’s the end of an era: a short 
era, but an era all the same. It 
writes the death warrant of 
radical rightism as a main- 
stream project Since that pro- 
ject always was peculiarly 
Anglo-Saxon, nobody should 
be more attentive to Newt's 
fate than the British Conser- 
vative Party. 

After he became famous, in 
1994, his office on the Hill was 
a place of pilgrimage for the 
British Right Editors jostled 
to touch the hem of his pin- 
stripes. The merest fugitive 
sentence from this over-ex- 
tended prophet was enough to 
fuel entire columns of reflec- 1 
tion. A proxy Thatcher ap- 
peared to have been bestowed 
on the then sadly Thatcher- 
free world. 

Gingrich's capture of the 
Congress for the Republican 
Party made him the one in- 
contestable hero of moral 
revivalists and free market 
economists. He was also 
clever and unorthodox. A bit 
of an original: food for popu- 
lar, as well as righteous, fun- 
damentalism, which now 
entered its inheritance. 

Newt foiled last week, and 
then quit, partly out of sheer 
ineptitude. He was often out- 
witted by the Clinton people 
even when he held the most 
cards. He had a bad case of 
political hubris, seldom 
understanding the dangers he 
was courting. In the end, nem- 


esis descended. But there was 
also a more profound failure. 
The great victory of 1994 did 
not take root in the public 
mind, and the most flagrant 
sex scandal in modem presi- 
dential history foiled to effoce 
the unpopularity of the Ging- 
rich a genda. 

This had its day four years 
ago. There was a time when 
America seemed capable of se- 
duction by an anti-tax, anti- 
government, anti-ethnic, anti- 
abortion, anti-foreigner, anti- 
libertarian collection of 
political tyros, often fighting 
for their first seats in the 
House. 

Newt’s Contract with Amer- 
ica was so resonant that Tony 
Blair thought of calling his 
own 1996 pre-election pro- 
gramme a Contract with Brit- 
ain, and, though eventually 
eschewing the label, he has 
dabbled in contractual lan- 
guage. But even before the 
1998 election. Newt’s ideology 
was fading towards compro- 
mise, forced to recognise, 
among other things, that 
hardly a single black Ameri- 
can supported it Fading to get 
a popular mandate for Clin- 
ton's ouster, he now leaves his 
party peering through its own 
miasmas towards the centre 
ground. 

There is no Gingrich in the 
Tory party. The very mention 
of his name alongside illumi- 
nates the milk-fed inadequacy , 
of William Hague. What 
marks British Conservatism 
now is not its strident mes- 
sage. but its utter confusion. 
Even Michael Foot’s Labour 
Party sparked more cordite in 
the air, and played its part in 
bringing the Thatcher Gov- 
ernment, before the Falklands 
War, to the brink of defeat at 
the hands of another form of 
politics. 

Across most current poli- 
tics. the present Shadow Cabi- 
net has literally nothing to say 
that anyone wants to hear. It 
cannot even decide whether 


Gordon Brown is spending too 
much or too little. The nearest 
it gets to making an impres- 
sion is futile ranting of the 
Francis Maude variety, or the 
w hinge ing of John Redwood 
and Michael Howard, who 
cannot shake off records that 
make them among the most 
unpopular men in Bri tain. 

The Tory temptation, how- 
ever, Is clear enough. Though 
the party is neurotically un- 
certain what to say at present, 
its motor-instincts drive it to 
the right Its derision of the 
Government’s own hesitation 
on the matter suggests, for 
example, that it is boiling up 
towards a radical att ack on 
welfare programmes. Its hard 
Thatcherite parliamentary 
party would welcome that 

In its rhetoric, neo-liberal 
economics continues to sound 
easiest Though some Tories 
dimly understand that the 
hegemony of individualistic 
materialism raised more prob- 
lems than It solved, they 
would still vastly prefer to be 
the party of minimal govern- 
ment Their hostility to all 
constitutional reform is driv- 
ing the party, whatever the 
leader might prefer, towards 
root-and-branch defence of the 
hereditary peerage. 


T HIS would be an ex- 
traordinary error, but 
not so damaging as 
Hague’s unwary case 
against the euro. Here we 
have the closest stance to na- 
tive Gingrichism: doctrinaire, 
fiindampntalis t, defiantly un- 
consensual. proudly national- 
istic and supplying the raw 
material for out-and-out dema- 
goguery. The Tory line on 
Europe, while claiming to 
speak for the long-silenced 
majority, positions the party, 
as Gingrich did his, not at the 
centre but on the edge of the 
attitudes of the real world. It 
does so. moreover, against the 
main rule of pragmatic poli- 
tics: do not take a one-way bet 


an an outcome you have no 
means of controlling. Just as 
Gingrich was staked to the 
collapse of Clinton, the Tory 
party can do nothing but wish 
for the failure of the euro — 
an outcome which very many 
people all over other political 
systems as well as our own, 
are striving their utmost to 
prevent 

Though some of Gingrich's 
assassins are to his right, for 
more Republicans begin to 
learn that populist extremism 
is a mirage. It had a brief life, 
but the failure to recognise its 
hallucinatory powers then lost 
them two elections. Ronald 
Reagan changed the norms, it 
is true. But Clinton said thus 
for and no further, and the 
people agreed. The outcome is 
hardly leftist, but mildly, sol- 
idly, centrally progressive, 
refuting the belief that govern- 
ment should not matter. 

The American people, 
though more ava i l a ble than 
we are to fundamentalist 
ideas, do not collectively want 
them. The right is forced to 
accept an uncomfortable tru- 
ism: that Clinton's ownership 
of the middle can never be met 
by occupying the extremes. 

This is truer of Britain, a 
country that took to its soli- 
tary hard-right government in 
modem times only when the 
other side had disintegrated. 
Marginalising his own fringe 
is what Blair was about and 
win be what post-Gingrich 
Republicanism has to be about 
as weff. Mr Hague needs to 
discover a grammar, and than 
a set cf policies, that take him 
to the centre ground where 
popular opinion about Europe 
and just about everything else 
is located. All governments 
are centrists now. There’s no 
other place from which to win. 

It may seem a tedious plati- 
tude. it should be. But you 
wouldn’t believe how many 
important people choose to 
reject every lesson of Anglo- 
Saxon history. 


Hurricane Mitch must prompt a reassessment of whether globalisation is delivering for the poor countries 


Winds of change 


Charlotte Denny 


I F HURRICANE Mitch 
blows apart the West’s 


puny offering to countries 
burdened by crippling for- 
eign debts and forces a 
reassessment of what can 
be done to cut the loans 
mountain. It may not have 
been such an 111 wind after 

Mil. 

Yesterday the Interna- 
tional Development Secre- 
tary, Clare Short, once 
again described debt relief 
as Irrelevant to the task of 
rebuilding the countries 
devastated by the 
hurricane. 

This is daft on two 
counts. First, Ms Short is 
rapidly alienating the de- 
velopment community 
which welcomed her with 
open arms last May, but 
now see her views as just as , 
orthodox as those coming ; 


out of the International 
Monetary Fund. More im- 
portantly, however, the 
idea that diverting large 
chunks of their revenues to 
Western creditors will have 
no long-term impact on the 
poverty reduction Ms Short 
wants to see is absurd. 

The four Central Ameri- 
can countries hardest hit 
by Hurricane Mitch are be- 
tween them paying $4 mil- 
lion a day in debt payments 
— hard enough for a folly 
functioning economy but 
impossible for nations 
whose entire infrastruc- 
ture has been destroyed by 
a natural disaster of awe- 
inspiring scale. 

The Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer, Gordon Brown, at 
least sees that there is an 
urgent need for the rules to 
be rewritten so that special 
conditions are applied to 
countries recovering from 
disasters, whether natural 


or the result of conflict. 
This makes sense, and Is a 
step on the way to reform- 
ing the World Bank’s and 
IMF’s current programme 
for debt relief. Under the 
Heavily Indebted Poor 
Countries programme, Nic- 
aragua can currently ex- 
pect to have some propor- 
tion of rts loans cut by 2001- 
2002 at the earliest. , 

Countries must spend a 
minimum of three years on i 

a rigorous IMF programme 
of economic reform which 
Nicaragua had just begun 
this year. Honduras, which 
has not even started struc- 
tural adjustment is not eli- 
gible .to receive any debt 
relief for even longer. 

At present if they foil 
into arrears on their $1.3 
| million daily interest pay- 
ments, they will be auto- 
matically disqualified from 
their IMF agreement and 
they will have to begin the 


qualifying period all over 
again. The orthodox IMF 
argument is that any devi- 
ation from the rules would 
expose developing 
countries to moral hazard 
— the temptation to run up 
new debts which the world 


would again write off. Curi- 
ously, the same argument 
does not seem to have ap- 
plied to the Western 
financiers whose foolish 
gambles in the emerging 
markets have been balled 
out time and time again by 







Sexuality is irrelevant. Only 
vulnerability to blackmail counts 


What gay 


mafia? 



T HE idea that we are 
being "run by a gay 
mafia ", as the Sun 
suggested yesterday 
under its front-page head- 
line, Tell us the truth, Tony, 
invites derision. To start 
with, the four cabinet minis- 
ters they are referring to are 
not political allies by any 
means. 

Nick Brown, a Gordon 
Brownite, and Peter Mandel- 
80 n, a root-and-branch Blair - 
ite, have been at daggers 
drawn. There is no love lost 
between Peter Mandelson 
and Chris Smith, the soft-left 
Culture Secretary who Is 
regarded by the Blairites as 
generally ineffective. Ron 
Davies is more-or-less old 
Labour, and certainly not a 
Blairite. 

Politics, cliques, cabals, go 
hand-in-hand. They always 
have been and always will 
"We have a right to know 
about secret liaisons which 
might explain why certain 
politics are persistently pur- 
sued" (my emphasis) says the 
Sun. 

The suggestion is that gay 
ministers are prey to a con- 
flict of loyalties. That their 
sexual proclivities somehow 
skew their judgments on pol- 
icy. But secrecy should not be 
confused with privacy. 


W E SHOULD know, 
for example, 
about freema- 
sonry in the 

police or judiciary, because 
membership of an exclusive 
and secretive society may 
have a currupting infl uence 
and dictate decisions with- 
out anyone outside the 
charmed circle knowing. 

Gay ministers are not in 
this position — all decisions 
on matters of private moral- 
ity are taken on a free vote. In 
any event, the sexual procliv- 
ities of the ministers con- 
cerned — Ron Davies per- 
haps, excepted — have been 
an open secret in Westmin- 
ster for years. ' 

There have been times 
when conflicts of loyalty 
have Impinged on policy, 
even on the security of the 
state. Roman Catholics in 
16th-century England were 
loyal to Rome and Philip of 
Spain, the Pope’s chief tem- 
poral ally. 

There were those, notably 
the Catholic writer Graham 
Greene, who sympathised 
with Kim Phllby on the 
grounds that his ideological 
commitment to co mmunis m 
was stronger than his loyalty 
to his MI6 employers. 

Such conflicts, where indi- 
viduals were, or are, deemed 
to be security risks, directly 


concern issues of public pol- 
icy. How can gayness itself 
present such a risk? 

Now even MIS recruits 
gays. The point Is not an indi- 
vidual's sexuality, but his (or 
her) potential vulnerability 
to blackmail. 

It is the nature of the 
relationships which matter. 
If they are stable, there Is no 
danger. But If the individual 
concerned is promiscuous or 
indulges In “rough trade", he 
or she could be targeted by a 
[ blackmailer. 

But. since we are talking 
about public figures or indi- 
viduals in sensitive posts 
with access to genuine se- 
crets. this applies equally to 
heterosexuals. The straight 
cabinet minister who sleeps 
with prostitutes is as vulner- 
able as the one who hires 
rent boys. 

Chris Smith once said that, 
ever since be outed himself, 
he has not been vulnerable to 
blackmail That is not really 
the issue. Fitness for office 
depends on an individual's 
personal judgment, commit- 
ment, ability, effectiveness 
and discretion. 

And accountability. White- 
hall's unique culture of se- 
crecy gives the media an ex- 
cuse to pry into the private 
lives of public figures as well 
as — more legitimately — to 
investigate what the Govern- 
ment is up to. 

More openness about pol- 
icy-making will give the 
media in general, and per- 


More openness 
about policy 
making would give 
the media fewer 


pretexts to probe 
private lives, or 
to invent 
conspiracies 


haps the Sun in particular, 
fewer pretexts to probe into 
private lives, or to invent 
conspiracies where none 
could possibly exist 
More transparency in the 
way we are governed — and 
not just by cabinet ministers 
— would help provide 
answers to the question 
posed by the Sun yesterday: 
“Is Britain being run by a 
gay mafia of politicians, law- 
yers. Palace courtiers and 
TV bigwigs?" 


S erious questions 
are being distorted 
by sometimes delib- 
erate, sometimes un- 
witting, confusion between 
secrecy, privacy, and secu- 
rity. It is time those In Gov- 
ernment, as well as those out- 
side, grasped the 
distinctions. 

A Government led by a 
moralist, albeit a tolerant 
ooe, would seem to well 
placed to do so. 

Tony Blair should put into 
practice what he consistently 
preached when he was leader 
of the opposition. 


the IMF. On Sunday. Mr 
Brown called for a two-year 
grace period on debt repay- 
ments for the two 
countries. Aid groups say 
this Is sensible, but is no 
more than stating the obvi- 
ous — the afflicted 
countries are clearly un- 
able to keep up payments. 

What is required Is a 
more realistic assessment 
of what the poor nations 
can afford to pay so that 
they can embark on a 
proper development strat- 
egy- There is a precedent 
for this, the generosity 
showed to West Germany 
in 1953 on debt forgiveness 
which helped to lay the 
foundations for the post- 
war miracle. 

Oxfom has come up with 
a blueprint for ensuring 
that debt relief is spent on 
poverty redaction, with 
every dollar saved to be 
spent on building up health 

h Vi 


and education systems. The 
IMF has been obsessive 
over the years in monitor- 
ing fiscal deficits; it is now 
time to start looking at the 
social deficits of the devel- 
oping world. 

In the end, the crisis in 
Central America should 
prompt a reassessment of 
whether globalisation Is de- 
livering for the poor 
coun tries . It should start 
with HIPC — hailed at the 
time as a global solution to 
the problem of debt — but 
which has become bogged 
down in delays and argu- 
ments between creditors. 
Only six countries have 
qualified since the mecha- 
nism was set np in 1996. 

Honduras and Nicaragua 
cannot wait six years to get 
debt relief. The West must 
ask whether the other 
countries without books in 
their schools and drugs in 
their hospitals can either. 
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‘Clare Short has at last 
been rumbled by her 
own government’ 

Hugh Hanning, Letters 


Out of touch 
and wrong 

There is no velvet mafia 

IS RUPERT Murdoch about to make the 
Newt Gingrich mistake? Is be sending his 
troops on a crude, vindictive, supposedly 
moralisi n g crusade, just as the people are 
heading the other way? The former House 
Speaker pursued that course, leading 
Republicans on a witch-hunt into Bill Clin- 
ton’s sex life — one the American people did 
not want They showed their distaste last 
week, rejecting Mr Gingrich and his ven- 
detta — a verdict which has cost the out- 
going Speaker his job. But that has not 
stopped Mr Murdoch apparently despatch- 
ing bis own fbotsoldiers on a similarly 
intrusive mission, demanding the right to 
pry into the bedrooms of all our politicians. 
“Tell us the truth, Tony,” insisted yester - 1 
day's Sun, asserting that “the public has a 
right to know how many homosexuals oc- 
cupy positions of high power.” The plea was 
a follow-up to the effective outing of the 
Agriculture Secretary, Nick Brown, by the 
Sun’s sister paper, the News of the World. 

Like Mr Gingrich, Mr Murdoch’s timing 
is all wrong. For Britons have today de- 
clared their own verdict which, like the 
Americans who voted last week, shows their 
distaste for those who would poke and pry 
into the lives of others. The poll we publish 
today demonstrates a clear majority for 
inclusion and acceptance, and a loud rejec- 
tion of the kind of sexual McCarthyism- 
mounted by News International By a mar- 
gin of 52 per cent to 33 per cent, the British 
public sees open homosexuality as wholly 


compatible with a place in the Cabinet, 
while 56 per cent regard being gay as 
‘"morally acceptable”. Despite the Sun’s 
sombre declaration that “the public mood 
demands reassurance”, that the nation is 
gripped by “widespread fears” of a Velvet 
Mafia running the country, Britons are 
remarkably relaxed. 

Moreover, the Sun is not just out of touch, 
it’s also wrong. The “fears” of a homosexual 
cabal are baloney. The four gay politicians it 
names do not form a single, coherent fac- 
tion: on the contrary, Nick Brown, Ron 
Davies, Chris Smith -and Peter Mandelson 
could all be identified with competing ele- 
ments within the Cabinet Nor are they a 
secret society: after all, being gay is not like 
joining the masons, where one chooses to 
become a member. There are no formal 
oaths of loyalty, no secret codes of conduct 
No, the Sun’s effort yesterday is in the worst 
tradition of conspiracy theories through the 
ages, mixing prejudice with fear to brand an 
entire community as outsiders plotting 
against the rest of us. Such a tactic has no 
place in our national dialogue. The senior 
staff of the Sun should he ashamed. 

It was impossible to mistake the tone of 
menace which ran right through that news- 
paper yesterday. Despite the protestations 
that no one was out to pillory gays, the Sun 
was full of threats. It revealed that it had 
known of Nick Brown's sexuality for a long 
time, adding that it holds “a tape of a 
conversation between Brown and a rent 
boy” which it has chosen not to use. The 
News of the World referred to ‘lurid and 
fendflil allegations” that it had not been 
able to substantiate — but which it wanted 
to mention anyway. The implication did not 
have to be spelled out News International 
has the dirt on Labour and it can use it 
whenever it likes. Coming from a conglom- 
erate which awaits Peter Mandelson’s deci- 


sion on its bid for Manchester United, that 
sounded like more than a threat It sounded 
like hlarkmflil 

None of which should obscure the main 
news of the day. The Guardian/ICM poll is 
extremely heartening: it proves we are 
becoming a more tolerant, fairer society. If 
Rupert Murdoch and his newspapers cannot 
see that it is surely they — like their one- 
time favourite, Newt Gingrich — who will 
ultimately pay the price. 


Equal rights 

And inequalities which remain 

UNDER a government which bolted on a 
women's minister as an after-thought, 
women are doing all right The new women's 
minister, Baroness Jay, has every reason to 
be proud of her government’s record: the 
new national childcare strategy, the push to 
a “family friendly” work package, social 
security reforms that include a big increase 
in child benefit and the sharing of pensions 
on divorce. T.ifce most other European 
states, Britain has seen women making 
major advances in the professions — equal 
numbers entering law and medicine and 
even more females taking business studies 
than men. Where only a generation ago 
there were seven male undergraduates for 
every three female, women now outnumber 
men in hi gher education . More fe male grad- 
uates found jobs than male graduates at the 
last count By next year there will be more 
women than men in the workforce, though a 
big proportion remain part-timers. 

Yet only the ideologically blind can ignore 
the disc rimination and lack of equal oppor- 
tunities that still continue: pay rates, which 
although they have narrowed, still fell an 
unacceptable 20 per cent below the male ! 


rate; a professional glass ceiling through 
which only a small proportion of women 
pass in legal, medical and Whitehall circles; 
the absence of women, unlike Scandinavia, 
in senior positions in science, engineering 
and technology. Baroness Jay pointed to 
other problems yesterday: Britain’s record 
rate of unwanted teenage pregnancies: one 
in four women suffering from domestic 
violence; rigid labour laws which deter 
many women workers, such as nurses or 
teachers, from returning to their old 
careers. There are 140,000 nurses currently 
registered who are staying at home. The 
health service has been one of the slowest 
employers to recognise the importance of 
introducing family-friendly working 
practices. 

Further reforms are in the pipeline. These 
don’t contradict earlier ministerial initia- 
tives, such as the move by education minis- 
ters to examine the widening gap between 
girls and boys at GCSE level If the current 
laddish culture is successfully challenged — 
and the anti-learning boy culture corrected 
— there ought to be less domestic violence. 
Meanwhile a positive ministerial response 
is needed to the Equal Opportunity Commis- 
sion’s call for a comprehensive and modern- 
ised sex discrimination law incorporating 
the various earlier acts. Many problems, 
such as sexual harra&sment, are not even 
currently covered. 


Not so barmy 

Dog bites dog bites dog 

IN yesterday’s Media section we gave read- 
ers the opportunity to catch up with .the 
Spectator’s coverage of the G uardian. The 
limits of space alone meant that we could 
not give the full flavour of its erudition. 


balance, charm and old fashioned courtesy. 
Stephen Glover, its press critic, writes to us 
today to say that we did not do him justice. 
He wants us to believe he is a model of 
fairness when it comes to the Guardian. He 
even quotes one favourable sentence from 
the thousands he has written about us. 

Unlike the Spectator, it is not normally 
our practice to comment on letters, but on 
this occasion we will follow that magazine’s 
— and Mr Glover’s — example. It is 
true that Mr Glover praised our victory in 
Aitken libel case. It is also true that when 
our coverage subsequently won an award 
he wrote a gain suggesting the prize should 
really have gone to Mohamed A1 Fayed. We 
make no complaint, but it is a little rich of 
Mr Glover to present hims elf as a wholly 
uncritical Guardian cheerleader in this mat- 
ter. Next he says that our readers may be 
unaware of the Victoria Brittain case. But 
he knows that to be rubbish. Our external 
(not “Internal") ombudsman investigated 
the case and his exhau stive findings were 
openly published both in the paper and in 
frill on the Guardian’s website. In addition 
to 10 columns on Ms Brittain's “silly mis- 
take”, Mr Glover has penned no fewer than 
three columns on the obsessive Jonathan 
Hunt, praising his “impressive results" as 
investigative reporter. Finally, after drop- 
ping numerous dark hints about this 
paper’s relationship with Mr A1 Fayed over 
tiie months, he managed to avoid any refer- 
ence at all to more than 6,000 words we 
recently ran about Mr A1 Fayed which were 
as critical as anything any paper has yet 
run about the Harrods owner. Why did fair- 
minded Mr Glover avoid mentioning this? It 
is understandable that he wishes to distance 
himself from the Spectator’s barmy army, 
bid he will really have to fry a bit harder to 
prove that he is as dispassionate about us as 
he would like Guardian readers to believe. 
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Holding on the 
telephone . . . 

I WISH all employees of call 
I centres well (HeDo, Jim 
speaking. How may I help you? 
<32, November 9). Bat time and 
money wasted routinely on 
fruitless attempts to reach ah 
operator and intolerable delay 
or failure to get written confir- 
mation of transactions have 
brought me to the point of zero 
tolerance. Local brokers will 
benefit from my custom. 
MTicehurst. 

Caerphilly. 

THE Bush dynasty contin- 
I ues rather than begins 
(Mark Lawson, November 7). 
President Bush's tether was 
Connecticut senator Prescott 
Bush, who “grubstaked" bis 
son to a business start in 
Texas because changes in 
their borne state's political 
make-up meant he was the last 
member of the New England 
patriciate likely to be elected 
from there. 

Leonard Stehzu 
London. 

pOR the pessimists, the next 
I decade (Letters, November 
9) will be the "ofa-obs”. while 
the more optimistic will refer 
to it as the "ho-hos". 

Steve King. 

London. 

/“NN the return of the space 
W shuttle, BBC News said 
John Glenn's journey had 
proved pensioners can he suc- 
cessfully propelled into space. 
As a pensioner, l hope this does 
not indicate a more sinister in- 
tent given the present prob- 
lems of pension fimding. 
TonyWlx. 

Alsager, Chesire. 

A LL the children in all the 
/A world have got to do the 
Uttrissy hour, our seven-year- 
old Informs us. Is there any 
truth in the further play- 
ground rumour that Father 
Christmas is being supplied 
with the SATs scores? 

Michael Golby. 

Exeter. 

OVERHEARD recently: “1 
v»/ bear what you say but, 
ha vlng said that, as soon as we 
get a level playing field some- 
body moves the fipal-posts and 
everything goes pear-shaped; 
but we're on a learning curve 
and hopefully we’ll all end up 
singing frem the smne hymn- 
sheet” What does it all mean? 
Jinx Lawes. 

Hereford. 


No straight answers 


S OCIETY Is full of people 
who are neither simply 
gay nor straight (Cabi- 
net fixry at gay exposure, No- 
vember 9), or who have crav- 
ings at odds with their main 
way oflife, because they 
are like that, and no one can, 
or need, do anything about It 
These are people whose lives . 
can be threatened by a black- 
mailer, or sensationalised and 
sleazed over by the press. 

They are in most need of pro- 
tection. But who is suggesting 
protection for them? The Gov- 
ernment never thought of 


support. All of us, 
and especially Wales, de- 
served to have the Govern- 
ment stand up for Ron Davies. 
Sara Clarke. 

High Peak, Derbyshire. 


. nalistsare . 

as much as they, themselves, 
despise politicians when Cath- 
erine Bennett writes such 
nonsense (True confessions, 
November?)? 

Because Straw, Smith, 

Short and Mandelson choose 
to disclose certain aspects of 
their private lives, that they 
consider germane, and which 
will harm no other person, 
why does Bennett believe that 
they have no right to resist 
prying hacks who wish to un- 
cover 1 ‘stories” which have no 
bearing cm the performance of 
their duties, but which are de- 


signed merely to damage them 
and titillate the reader? If your 
writers consider themselves 
superior to those of the Sun, 
why are they increasingly be- 
coming more like those to 
whom they condescend? 
DJMayne. 

Crawley, W Sussex. 

f^ABINBrrftliy at gay expo- 
se sure would better read 

Cabinet hypocrisy over gay 
issues. My own teenage 
daughter told me that she was 
gay only a few months ago. I 
was very happy that she had 
found happiness, proud of her 
courage in being open, and 
selfishly regretful at the pros- 
pect of not having grandchil- 
dren. She sensibly pointed out 
that it was possible for her to 
have children, and with my 
last doubt resolved, I could 
rejoice in her happiness. 

It is Jack Straw who has 
now told me that my child is 
unfit to bring up children. ^ 
who makes me feel angry 
enough to want to give him a 
smack in the mouth. I have 
every sympathy with MFS in a 
similar position, but it is their 
party leaders who have put 
them there. 

Name and address supplied. 

I F there is nothing wrong 
with homosexuality why do 
homosexuals feel the need to 
cover up the feet that they are 
so inclined? Since Victorian 
times homosexuals have 


claimed a conspiracy theory 
against them. It now seems ap- 
parent, with the recent reluc- 
tant behaviour of some senior 
public figures, that homosex- 
uals have contributed to this 
conspiracy by refusing to 
stand by their convictions. 
Perhaps they should take a 
lesson from Clinton in weath- 
ering the storm. 

Robert Marshall. 

Cambridge. 

I F someone remarked on tele- 
vision that a Cabinet minis- 
ter was a heterosexual, would 
the BBC issue an instruction 
that his personal life should 
not be mentioned? 

Stephen Lingard. 

Oakworth, West Yorks. 

IA/OULD Sun political edi- 
V V tor Trevor Kavanagh tell 
us the truth? Is The Sim run 
by aheterosexual mafia? 

Toby Wood. 

Peterborough. 

“T“0 help readers make in- 
I formed judgements on 
articles following the recent 
spate of “outings”, could we 
have a register of the sexual 
orientations and/or biases of 
all national newspaper edi- 
tors, political journalists and 
columnists. Three classifica- 
tions will do: heterosexual, ho- 
mosexual and homophobic. In 
the public interest of course. 
David Cook. 

St Helens. 


‘Clubby corner’ claims rebutted 


X/OUR article about the 
T Spectator (Hackwatch, G2, 
November 9) is selective and 
inaccurate in so ter as It 
relates to my contributions. 

You write that “in one 
dubby comer of the media He 
the Spectator] Hamilton and 
Aitken remain noble men, 
hounded by a powerful newa- 

paperfie the Guardian]". Yet 

in your apparently compre- 
hensive list of articles about . 
the Guardian published in the 
Spectator you omit to mention 
what I wrote about Mr Aitken 
on June 28, 1997. “The Guard- 
ian's revelation of Mr Ait- 
ken’s dishonesty isa journal- 
istic triumph. People of every 
political belief and of none 
should raise a cheer.” 

Why did you not put this in? 

Because it £5 at odds with the 

fidse impression you wish to 


convey to your readers erf a 

wiagsmno fhat Is Tinnprntt '- 
Hn gTy anfragnnlsHn tn the 
Guardian to the point ofbarmi- 
ness. Paul Johnson and Taki 
must speak for themselves, but 
this has not been my approach. 

You also refer to my articles 
about the Victoria Brittain af- 
teiras If these amounted to an 
unpardonable obsession. Your 
readers may be unaware that 
Ms Brittain, deputy foreign 
editor of the Guardian, 
allowed hundreds of thou- 
sands of pounds to pass 
through her bank accounts to 
enable a friend, the former 
head of the Ghanaian security 
services, to pursue a libel case 
gainst a rival newspaper, the 
Independent Even your own 
internal ombudsman Judged 
that she “made a silly mis- 
take” and showed "poor judg- 


ment”. Isn’t it legitimate for a 
press critic to write about 
such things? 

As for Jonathan Boyd 
Hunt's recent book. Trial by 
Conspiracy, about Neil Hamil- 
ton. I did not “praise it” as you 
allege. I took issue with at- 
tempts to smear Mr Hunt 
rather than answer his allega- 
tions. I do not accept Mr 
Hunt’s suggestion of a cover- 
up involving the Guardian 
and its source, Mohamed A1 
Fayed, but I remain disturbed 
by your paper’s complete reli- 
ance on this source, whose tal- 
ent for invention becomes 
more evident by the day. 
Stephen Glover. 

Oxford. 


Please include a full postal 
address, even on e-mailed 
letters, and a daytime telephone 
number. We may edit letters. 
Please provide a reference to 
the relevant article. 


Chewing on Jenkins’s ‘fudge’ 


I ting out Labour policy on 
proportional representation 
Keans to have stirred up a hor- 
net’s nest A pity that PR sup- 
porters appear to be more ex- 
ercised by arcane formulae 
than the bread and butter 
Issues or politics, it is these 
Issues that concern Labour 
voters and members. Labour 
was elected with a huge major- 
ity to repairthe ravages of IS 
years of Thatcherism. It would 
be criminal If itwas side- 
tracked by tills cyude fUdgo 
from Jenkins. 

You allege that a survey 
shows that most Labour mem- 
bers support PR for pari la- 
ment. You should publish the 


survey in foil so that it can be 
analysed. The true picture Is 
very different. 

Fete Will sman. 

Labour Party NEC. 

/■NBRALD Katsfinan thinks 
VJ the voting system pro- 
posed by Jenkins Is ‘Tiope* 
lessly complex”. Yet I am sure 
meet voters are capable of 
writing "1,2, 3“ on one part of 
the ballot paper and "X" on 
another without getting con- 
fused. First past the post can 
deliver a disproportionate ma- 
jority for one party. Many 
people's votes do not count 
since they make no difference 
to the re»dtlt Is those voters 
who will choose between a 


system that makes votes 
count, or one serving the 
people It elects. 

Andrew Puddephatt. 
London. 

INyour report (Jay scorns 
I mosthereditary peers, No- 
vembers), you suggest there 
are TOO hereditary peers, to 
fact, there are 633 working he- 
reditary peers out of a total of 
1,164, of whom 302 are Tory. 
Instead ^atfminaHngthwn, 
surely what we need is work- 
ing peers from all walks of 

life? We need a clear reform 
strategy as indicated in a Mari 
poU showing that the public 
wanted to leave things alone 
until all details are decided. 

Peter SangninettL 

Director, Common Sense for 
Lords Reform. 


Parliament? The selec- 
tion of parliamentary candi- 
dates is much more 

f \mAamprrt»7 than tht» gnbeo . 

quent electoral machinery. 
Candidates are now selected 
by only 2 per cent of the elec- 
torate— the parfr members 
— from approved lists. Party 
committees effectively deter- 
mine the character afPariia- 
mentby approving the lists 
from which the 2 per cent 
choose the candidat es the 
other 98 per cent are permitted 
to elect Is it not time to intro- 
duce open public advertise- 
ment and tiie constitutional 
right of every elector to foil 
participation In the parly 
selection process? 

David Williams. 

Holywell. Flintshire. 


A BUST OF JUDY GA 
A WARNING FROM TH 


ARi LAND! 

E GAY MAFIA 




Academics pushed over the top 


MY colleague and ex-pupil 
iVlNlaH Ferguson is 
reported as saying that all his 
Oxford colleagues (and pre- 
sumably ex-tutors) adore 
bureaucracy and poverty (His- 
tory Man, G2, November 9) 
whilst they detest writing— at 
least In any literate feshion. 

I hope that as a forfeit he 
will be offering a spectacu- 
larly good dinner to all ofhis 
colleagues (and ex-tutors) 
who, as a matter offset, detest 
bureaucracy; who dislike pov- 
erty, both for themselves and 
{brother people; and who, 
even if they lack Dr Fergu- 
son’s desire to assimilate his- 
tory to journalism, are also 
preoccupied with the art of 
writing and its social func- 
tion. Hie bill should be rather 
a large one — but still that 


£600,000 advance ought to 
cover it 
Peter Ghosh. 

St Anne’s College, Oxford. 

k IIALL Ferguson asks 
I H (about ordinary soldiers 
in the first world war): "IT 
Wilfred Owen is right and war 
is so bloody awful, why didn't 
they all give up? Why were so 
few people shot for deser- 
tion?" The answer— because 
they were shot for desertion. 
He also explains that they 
couldn't surrender either be- 
cause of the practice of “tak- 
ing no prisoners”. Not much 
choice le ft really — at least 
going over the top carried the 

chance of a survivable wound 
which got them home. 

John Butt. 

Exeter. Devon 


Name shame 

IT Is right that the name Fon- 
Itenoy (Letters, November 7) 
has significance to “none but 
a minute fraction of the popu- 
lation this side of the 
Channel". Even worse for M 
LonguepSe is that they know 
only too well that a British 
force, deserted by its Dutch 

and German allies, only lost to 
an attack by Irish, German 
and Belgian mercenaries. Per- 
haps we should rename our 

BnmsfMr tormina? Pnntgnoy 

to remind us of the benefits of 
ED membership. Hang on. 
Waterloo, Longuepfie? You've 
made this up, haven't you? 
Brendan Morrissey . 

London. 


Waterloo station daily, 
I would be offended if this 
station would be renamed (Let 
slip filenames of war, G2, No- 
vember 9). This is the only 
reminder of the group Abba. 
GiUesBaillargueL 
London. 

HURCEILL was buried at 
Bladon, Oxfordshire, for 
which the London station is 
Pa d di ngto n, But his train 
went from Waterloo. His will 
Is saidto have provided that If 
De Gaulle predeceased him, 
hfa funeral was to leave from 
Paddington: ifhe predeceased 
de Gaulle, Waterloo. 
AVCookson. 

London. 


faction oftbe French fed 
insulted by the name ofWater- 
too S tation. We propose a 
change to Vichy Station. 
Charles & Nigel Matthews. 
Leeds. 



Wye and how 

I A /HAT Edward Said left out 
V V ofhis bitter account of 
how Arafat betrayed his people 
by signing the Wye Accord 
(Sold down the river, Novem- 
ber 7) is how the negotiations 
were effectively conducted on 
behalf of the Palestinians by 
the Americans. To induce 
what minimal concessions 
were on offer, the us gave as- 
surances to the security of Is- 
rael ter greater than the ones 

extracted by Begin at Camp 
David. More importantly, in 
four confidential side tetters, 
the US promises among other 
things that it will not “adopt 
any position or express any 
view” about the size of the next 
Isradi withdrawal, if any, and 
“will oppose” a unilateral dec- 
laration of a Palestinian state. 
SESrabar. 
lAnrion. 


Digital muse 

A AATTHEW Engel perpetu- 
IVIates the common error of 
equating digital with binary 
<11100011100001111, November 
7). The word digital refers to 
information represented using 
a set of fixed symbols such as 
tetters or digits; as opposed to 
analogue which uses a contin- 
uously varying quantity. Your 
text is already digital, because 
it uses the 28 tetters of the 
alphabet Printing has been a 
digital since Caxtan- 
Prctf D A Turner. 

University ofEent. 

1 110 1111 10100 1 111 1111 1111 
100 1001 ZOO 1011 
David Bond. 

Witney. Oxon. 


Who will benefit from the 
West’s planned debt relief? 

I 


T seems that President Ar- 
noldo Aleman wants to have 
his debt-relief cake and eat it 
too (West under pressure to 
increase aid, November 7). On 
November 6, the president 
said he would be asking the 
International community to 
bring forward Nicaragua’s 
case as a Highly Indebted Poor 
Country for relief of Its $6^500 
million external debt At the 
same time, be assures us that 
the Structural Adjustment 
Programme measures will be 
left in place, maintaining a 
“healthy arid responsible pol- 
icy and carrying out economic 
reforms necessary to reacti- 
vate the national economy". 

This must come as frighten- 
ing news for the thousands 
who have lost their homes, 
crops, ffnimaiw and few belong- 
ings. As if charges for primary 
schooling and hospital treat- 
ment which had been imple- 
mented before the emergency 
situation weren't enough. One 
wonders who are the real ben- 
eficiaries ofboth the emer- 


gency relief effort and the pro- 
posed debt relief 
Anna McElhinney. 
Managua, Nicaragua. 

LAKE Short has attest 
wbeen rumbled by her own 
government It has snubbed 
her dismissal of appeals that 
the countries stricken by Hur- 
ricane Mitch should be given 
debt relief! This was, one 
hopes, her last poop. It comes 
on top of saying No to Mont- 
serrat, No to the victims in the 
Sudan, No to the charities and 
their appeals, and she has 
recently said No to the Minis- 
try of Defence who briefed one 
of her top people to “show 
what we can do in disasters”. 

Fury among NGOs has been 
muted by their periodical 
need for government funding. 
We in this group have no such 
compunction, and are holding 
a conference on the subject in 
December. 

Hugh Hannin g. 

C hairman, Fontmell Group, 
London. 
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10 OBITUARIES 

Jean Marais 


Cocteau’s adorable angel 



J EAN Cocteau once 
wrote that “it is a 

mistake to think that 
Jean Marais became 
an actor because he 
was my friend," but the world 
knows that Marais, who has 
died aged 84, would probably 
never have won bis place as a 
grande vedette bad Cocteau 
not created the plays and 
films for his "adorable 
Jeannot". 

Shortly after their initial 
meeting in 1937 the first role 
that Cocteau entrusted to him 
was Sir Galahad in Les Cheva- 
liers de la Table Ronde. It was 
not an encouraging debut The 
Ijaris critics almost unani- 
mously agreed that Marais 
looked good, but that was alL 
To his credit Marais refused to 
be discouraged and dedicated 
him golf to proving that he bad 
something more to offer. 

He became immune to 
catastrophe after his mother’s 
marriage collapsed when he 
was only four. He worshipped 
her, always calling her Rosa- 
lie — although her name was 
Henrietta. Thus did Cocteau 
make the son in Les Parents 
Terribles — played by Marais 
— do the same. 

"Rosalie" left ber husband, 
Alfred Villain-Marais, in 1917. 
She took Jean and his elder 
brother, Henri from Cher- 
bourg to live in Paris. Forty 
years later, Marais was sum- 
moned to Villaln-Marais's 
deathbed. He persuaded Rosa- 
lie to come to the funeral — 
where neither of them wept 
In his autobiography. Bis- 
toires de ma Vie, Marais tells 
that many years later a young 
journalist who came to inter- 
view him, said he was Jean's 
“cousin". Apparently Villain- 
Marais was not Jean's real 
father. His mother admitted 
the truth that neither he nor 
his brother were really sons 
of the veterinarian from 
Cherbourg. She laughed apol- 
ogetically, remembering how 
Jean had so insisted on them 
going to the funeral. 

In early life Marais decided I 
be wanted to become an actor, I 
while Rosalie wanted him to | 


choose a “serious" p roles- 
l sion. He failed the exam Tor 
the Conservatoire but took 
advantage of Charles Dull in's 
offer to young actors to attend 
lessons while playing walk- 
ons in his company. Fellow 
students setting up a com- 
pany for the 1937 Paris Exhi- 
bition asked him to join them, 
although he only accepted 
when he beard they were to 
do a play by Cocteau, who 
Marais longed to meet. He 
hoped to get the job of under- 
study to Jean-Pierre Aumont 
in Les Chevaliers. When Coc- 
teau saw him he proposed 
tha t Marais play the title role 
in Oedipe-Roi, but the stu- 
dents were resentful so. In the 
end. be played the Chorus. 
Suddenly Cocteau asked him 
to play Galahad — and then 
disappeared for two weeks. 

Marais could not under- 
stand what he had done 
wrong- He had not been asked 
to perform other services — 
which had happened with an- 
other director, probably Mar- 
cel L'Herbier. in whose Dim, 
L’Epervier, he had played a bit 
part in 1933. Then be got a call 
from Cocteau, who told him 
there had been a “catastro- 
phe". Marais rushed to meet 
the great man, only to dis- 
cover that the "catastrophe" 
was that Cocteau now knew 
he was in love with Jeannot 

“I told him r loved him too, 
even if at the time it was not 
true," Marais later admitted. 
“1 was an arriviste and I 
couldn't say no. But before 
long I was truly In love with 
this great poet who was de 
term in ed to turn this insig- 
nificant being that 1 was into 
something worthwhile.” 

Marais moved into Coc- 
teau's hotel suite and they did 
not emerge for three days. He : 
became the new guardian 
angel in Cocteau's life and po- 
etic world. The Galahad deba- 
cle impelled him to improve 
his technique — above all his 
voice, which was to remain 
raucous, even if over the 
years it became a personal — 
and not unattractive — char- 
acteristic. Cocteau then wrote 


far him Les Parents Terrible, 
in which Marais scared a 
great success as the mother- 
doting Michel. His own 

mother was jealous or the 

relationship with Cocteau but 
appreciated his success in the 
play without apparently iden- 
tifying herself with the al- 
most incestuously possessive 
mother. 

The critics were kinder this 
time and Marais felt he could 
try a classic. He wanted to 
play Nero in Britannicus, and 
set up the production in Paris 
on the eve of the second world 
war. Again the critics found 
his appearance impressive, 
his acting less so. Cocteau 
wrote another play for him. 
La machine a ecrire. but in 
German-occupied Paris its 
perceived decadence did not 
go down well 

During the war Cocteau 
wrote L'Eternel Retour, 
which, with Marais and Ma- 
deleine Solange as the teu- 
tonic blonde, was a modem 
Tristan and Iseult filmed su- 
perbly by Jean Dellanoy. It 
made Marais the rage of 
Paris. In the closing months 
or the war he drove a supply 
lorry for the French Array’s 
move Into Germany. 

E bad messed up 
his first entry into 
the Comedie Fran- 
caise by taking 
leave wben a film 
offer beckoned. When he tried 
to go back he was told. “The 
Com&dle Francaise is not a 
revolving door." When he did 
eventually return in the 
1950s, to play Racine's Nero 
again, he got the same critical 
reaction — but by now Paris 
audiences were on his side. 

Though the relationship 
with Cocteau became more 
platonic after the war, their 
collaboration touched new 
heights, first when Marais 
played the beast in the film 
La Belle et la Bete (1945), then 
on stage in L'Aigle a deux 
tetes playing opposite Edwige 
FeuDlere. The final scene, in 
which the romantic anar- 
chist-poet Stanislas falls to 
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Mirror image . . . Marais in his most memorable role, Orphfe 


his death down the staircase, 
offered him an acrobatic feat 
which inevitably privileged 
the male actor In theatrical 
'terms. Marais and Feu ill? re 
repeated their roles success- 
fully in Cocteau’s 1948 film of 
the play. 

That same year Cocteau 
also successfully filmed Les 
Parents Terribles. even if 
Marais was by now perhaps 
too old for the part But in 
1949 the poet-director gave 
him ms most memorable role 
in the film that summed up 
Cocteau's aesthetic, Orphee. 
The film was received tepidly 
at the 1950 Venice Film Festi- 
val; I remember going with 
other Anglo-American critics 
to comfort Cocteau with our 
enthusiasm for the film. 

The young painter Edouard 
Dermithe, first seen in the 
cameo of Cegeste Orphee, had 
taken Marais's place as Coc- 
teau's angeL Marais replayed 
Orpheus, and this time be had 
the cameo role, in Le Testa- 
ment d’Orphee, In which Der- 
mithe played the lead. In 1956 
he played opposite Ingrid 
Bergman in Jean Renoir’s ele- 
gant Elena et les Hommes. In 
1957. when Luchino Visconti 
— who he had met first in 
1930s Paris — asked him to 
find an actor of his type to 
play the small role of Maria 
Schell's lover in Le Notti 
Blanche. Marais said it would 
be an honour to play anything 
under Luchino's direction. 

Cocteau's two “angels" 
were the principal mourners 
at his funeral in 1963. Mar- 


ais's 1975 autobiography ends 
with Cocteau's death but bis 
career did not. His box office 
popularity continued with 
films like Fan tamos and its 
sequels. In recent years he 
played a witty cameo as the 
French guest in Bertolucci's 
Stealing Beauty (1995). 

His greatest achievement 

was in 1983. on the 20th anni- 
versary or Cocteau's death. At 
the Theatre de L'A teller in 
Paris, where Marais had been 
a walk-on while studying at 
Charles Dullin's school, he 
did a one-man show. Cocteau- 
Marais, which he devised and 
directed with Jenn-Luc Tar- 
die u. It was an affectionate 
portrait of the poetic world in 
which he had been a privi- 
leged player, complete with 
the mirror image which was 
so important to Cocteau's 
view of the world. 

After the show I went back- 
stage. and asked Marais to 
dedicate for me a splendid 
photograph or him in Orphee, 
which 1 had kept since that 
1950 Venice festival He looked 
at the photo and. as he signed 
it. said smilingly: “I haven't 
changed much have I?". He 
hadn’t Until the very end, de- 
spite white hair and a few 
wrinkles, he still embodied 
the beautiful alter ego of one 
of the century's most flamboy- 
antly exotic creative artists. 


John Francis Lana 


Jean Marais, actor, bom Decem- 
ber 11 . 1913: died Novembers. 
1998 
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ICE old ladies 
should really 
stay at home,” 
remarked the 
writer Rumer Godden four 
years ago, sitting in the dusk 
in a hotel in Orissa, India, 
entertaining a film crew over 
a glass of her preferred 
Scotch whisky. “But then I 
am not a nice old lady.” She 
was then approaching her 
87th birthday, and has just 
died at the age of 90. Her 
widely praised 2 lst novel ap- 
peared last year. She was a 
woman of character and a 
prolific and popular writer 
for over 50 years. Her work 


was loved and admired by 
generations of readers. 

Her first book was pub- 
lished in 1935; her first best 
seller, Black Narcissus, came 
out in 1939 and has remained 
in print ever since. She wrote 
many children's classics, in 
eluding The Doll's House, The 
Story of HoUy and lay, and Im- 
punity Jane. She was awarded 
the Whitbread Prize in 1972 
for her book for young read- 
ers. The Diddakoi, (later tele- 
vised as Klzzy). Four of her 
books became successful fea- 
ture films: Black Narcissus. 
The River, The Greengage 
Summer. The Battle Of The 
Villa Fiorita and In This 
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House Of Brede. And she also 
published poetry, antholo- 
gies. non-fiction and mem- 
oirs, and a two-volume auto- 
biography, A Time To Dance. 
No Time To Weep (1987) and A 
House With Four Rooms 
(1989). 

Her greatest inspiration was 
undoubtedly ber time in In- 
dia, where she spent the first 
half of her life. It formed the 
background for several books, 
most notably her masterpiece 
The River (1949). She was also 
inspired by ballet, religion 
and the spirit and vivacity of 
her adored Pekinese dogs. 

She was born Margaret 
Rumer Godden in East- 
bourne, and was known as 
Peggy. The second of four 
daughters, she spent an idyl- 
lic childhood on the banks of 
the great rivers of Bengal, 
where her Gather ran a ship- 
ping line. She always disliked 
being associated with the Raj, 
and ascribed her lifelong pas- 
sion for the people, the cul- 
ture and the landscape of In- 
dia to her parents' decision, 
forced on them by the first 
world war, to keep her at 
home until she was 12 . 

Godden grew up deter- 
mined to be a writer, but after 
finishing her education in 
England trained as a dancing 
teacher. Back in Calcutta in 
the late 1920s, she found the 
glamorous social life of what 
was still then the social and 
commercial hub of British In- 
dia irresistible; she once went 
out 67 nights in succession. 

Determined to earn her liv- 
ing. she disregarded conven- 
tion by opening a dancing 
school, where she took Anglo- 
Indian pupils as well as Euro- 
peans and wealthy Indians. In 
1934 she was married in Cal- 
cutta Cathedral to Lawrence 
Sinclair Foster, a stockbroker 
and golfer. They were not 
well-suited; as she revealed in 
her autobiography, she mar , 
tied because she was preg- 
nant, but the baby died at 
birth, and she soon came to 
feel, despite the arrival of two 
daughters, that the marriage 
was a mistake. “I have dis- 
trusted charm ever since," 
she would say. 

T HE success of Black 
Narcissus seemed to 
confirm ber future as a 
writer, but the out- 
break of the second world war 
— and the discovery that her 
husband was severdy in debt 
— changed everything. She 
found herself penniless and 
alone in Calcutta with two 
small children; she retreated, 
first, to a tea estate near Dar- 
jeeling. then to a hillside out- 
side Srinagar in Kashmir, 
where after a serious illness 
she started a herb farm. After 
a mysterious episode, bril- 
liantly evoked in her novel 
Kingfishers Catch Fire (19S3). 
in which ground glass and 
poison were detected in her 


family's food, and two of their 
servants were arrested, she 
fled back to Calcutta, where 
she wrote Bengal Journey, an 
account of file war work 
being done by British women. 
She returned to England with 
her daughters in 1945. 

Thereafter her home was to 
be in the United Kingdom, al- 
though she returned to India 
with the director, Jean 
Renoir, to film The River and 
to visit her sisters, one of 
whom, Jon Godden, also be- 
came a respected novelist; 
they collaborated on several 
books, most notably an ac- 
count of their early life. Two 
Under The Indian Sun (1966). 

I N 1949 Godden married 
again, to a civil servant, 
James Haynes-Dixon, with 
whose unstinting support 
she wrote a series of success- 
ful books in the 1950s and 
1960s. Her books were always 
carefully researched; her 
novel about a community of 
nuns, In This House Of Brede 
(1969), reflected not only her 
own conversion to Catholi- 
cism but her close involve- 
ment with the Benedictine 
convent at Stan brook Abbey, 
where she became great 
friends with the writer Dame 
Fellcltas Corrigan. 

Godden was a professional 
and a perfection ik, demand- 
ing of herself and others; but 
sbe also bad a great capacity 
for enjoyment and dearly 
loved ber family, her friends, 


MS 


her animals, the opera and 
the beautiful houses she ran 
— she lived for some years In 
Lamb House, Rye, formerly 
the home of Henry James, 
and In Highgate, north 
London. 

She served briefly on the 
Arts Council in the 1960s but 
the public role of the writer 
was not for her, her precise, 
slightly formal, manner dis- 
guised a certain shyness and 
vulnerability. Nevertheless 
her love of poetry, and her 
deep belief In the importance 
of literature to children, led 
her to years of work organis- 
ing poetry readings in 
schools. Sbe gave many suc- 
cessful talks and readings 
herself, and was also much in 
demand on the American lec- 
ture circuit 

In 1978, after her husband's 
death, she moved to Scotland 
to live alongside her daughter, 
Jane, and continued to write; 
she was awarded the OBE in 
1993. In 1994 she returned to 
India for the first time in 20 
years as the subject of a BBC 
documentary about her life 
and work. She had four grand- 
children and three great 
gr andchildre n, and, to the 
end, was receiving fan mall 
from new readers of her 
books. 


Anno Chisholm 


(Margaret) Rumer Godden, 
writer, bom December 10. 1907; 
died November B, 1998 
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Godden . , . inspired by the spirit cjf her Pekinese dogs 


CORRECTIONS AND CLARIFICATIONS 


THERE WERE several mis- 
takes on the squad sheet the 
guide to the Premiership 
games, page 4, Sport Novem- 
ber 7, the most serious the 
replacement of the entire 
Derby team with players from 
Nottingham Forest We also 
said the game between Liver- 
pool and Derby would be 
played at Anfield on Sunday; 
it was played on Saturday, fix 
the Manchester United team 
details, Irwin was left unac- 
counted for. Similarly there 
was no reference to Petit of 
Arsenal. Some of the Everton 
details were wrong in the first 
edition. Apologies. 

A GRAPHIC headed. Where on 
earth?, page 14, Sport Novem- 
ber 6, correctly located Wagga 
Wagga. the birthplace of Mark 
Taylor, the Australia cricket 
captain, 95 miles west of C-an- 


Birthdays 


Robert Carrier, restaurateur. 
75; Nigel Evans, Conservative 
MP, 41; Donya Fiorentino, 
model, 31; Sean Hughes, 
comic and broadcaster. 33; Ed- 
die Irvine, grand prix driver, 
33; Sir Tim Rice, lyricist 54; 
Prof Tony Ridley, civil engi- 
neer, 65; Prof Elizabeth Rob- 
son, geneticist 70; Viscount 
RuncLman of Doxford. 64; 
Sir William Ryrie, banker, 
70; Roy Scheider, actor, 63; 
Maeve Sherlock, director. 
National Council for One- 
Parent Families, 38; Sir 
Alfred She rman, co-founder. 
Centre for Policy Studies, 79; 
David (Screaming Lord) 
Sutch, founder, Monster Rav- 
ing Loony Party, 58; Eliza- 
beth Toulson, chairman, 
WRVS, 50; Christine Walker, 
advertising executive, 44. 


Death Notices 

OJLLON. MdoeljOoidn. much laved art 
nwortan. age SI Funeral. Ham November 
13 at Sl MeflJtua Church. Church Rom. 
iCSS. W .to be loHowed by In ter me nt at 
The a!y of Westminster HanwaU Cematwy. 
Uxbridge Road. London W7. No Itowers. 
ponaflona to Dr 6. Chilian ru: Michael EMI- 
“‘V™ Fl ™*- ra- 39a South Rood. 
Southall. MkkhL UB1 1SR. 

JOJjNStteMJHjaEflT. Thomas. Ian, 31 dt» 
Saint John and Saint Elizabeth Hospital. SL 
W°°5: London on November 4th. 
Jtech loved by hls wile QHL daughter Cath- 
eon Qiristopher end hta four grand- 
children. A Service of Thanksgiving will be 
h«« oi S4 Peters CtnrrcfLEasl Medan. 

Jtommaer to, torn hr end dose friends, 
loihmd by a private crematton. Family 
Sowers only. A Memorial Sarvtce will be 
.5 in L teuton later Enoulries to F A Hal- 
tend & Son CW Chester 01243 782965 

RESB. Or. Monte (Mold, aged S3, on 3rd 

®Mr a snort illness Chartered electrical 
grig; ga y pi oneer, company director 
gy- "ft* 1 hteflrw redremenL consuiteid to 
L-reDn and ouneabte Training Group 

Frada rtcfc. Funeral in London at 2.15pm on 
November 11th Details from 

Births 
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berra, but then declared in the 
accompanying text that it was 
95 miles east of Canberra. Den- 
iliquin, shown to the north- 
west of Wagga Wagga on the 
map, is. actually on a more 
southerly latitude than Mark 
Taylor's home town; where 
DeruLiquin has been placed, 
the town of Narrandera actu- 
ally stands. Goulburn, north- 
west of Canberra and some 
distance from the Hume High- 
way on our map. is actually 
north-east of Canberra and on 
the Hume Highway. 

WE PUT an ungrammatical 
strapiine on an article 
headed. Let slip the names of 
war, page 5. G2, yesterday, 
saying ". . . let he who is with- 
out sin", picking up the same 
ungrammatical misquotation 
from the piece itself. Here's a 
repeat of the correction we 


carried when we did the same 
thing In September: We 
should havfe said, "Let him 
who is without sin . . And 
the correct quotation from 
the Bible would be. "He that 
is without sin among you, let 
him first cast a stone at her" 
(John 8:7). 

It is the polity of the Guardian 
to correct errors as soon as 
possible. Please quote date and 
page number. Readers may 
contact the office of the Read- 
ers' Editor by telephoning 0171 
239 9509 between Ham and 
5pm. Monday to Friday. Sur- 
face mail to Readers' Editor. 
The Guardian, 119, Farring- 
don Road, London EClR 3ER. 
Fax: 0171 239 9697. E-mail: 
readeraguardian.ca.uk 


The Country Diary has been 
held over 
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BASIC BOX £30 (BOX A) 

Mi* KUUham's Lancashire 225g. Marvellous and mouthflfllng. 
Anne and Andy WigmoteS Spenwood 225g. Sheep's 
cheese, although you'd hardly know it Charlie Westhead’s 
Ragstone 225g Young goat’s cheese: frisky and soft Stoekan 
& Garden's Orkney Oatcakes, two lOOg packets The 
perfect companion to cheese. Apples from Brogdale 
Horticultural Trust 680g Picked from 2,200 varieties - all 
defciaus. Mezzo Sourdough Bread 1kg Sensational. 

Rosebud Old Yorkshire Chutney 198g Bull's Eye from 
Elspeth BUtoft Barry's Gold Blend Tea 250g Absolute classic 
from Ireland; rollicking, bold and handsome. 

SURVIVAL RATIONS BOX £60 (BOX B) shown 
All the above (excl goats' cheese and chutney), plus Carlo 
Melchior's Chocolate (IG-piece box); the definitive 
indulgence. Macttin’a Bacon 230g Sweet, dry-cured, 
unsmoked bacon of distinction. Rosebud Damson Jam 226g 
80 percent fruit, hand-stirred. Monmouth Coffee Shop’s 
Huehuetenango coffee 227g From Guatemala, dark roasted, 
classy all rounder. Plus a copy of Matthew Fort's book 
Rhubarb & Black Pudding - (rrp £20). 
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As well as the single currency, next ™ 
year is going to see the launch of an y 

ambitious scheme for boosting / ■; 
employment in Europe. Germany’s 
new left-of-centre government is 
pushing, with the.French, for new roads, 
rail links and other infrastructure, paid for by 
bonds and bankers’ reserves. 

Martin Walker and Mark Milner report. 


A ccording to 
John Maynard 
Keynes, whose 
belief in using 
public invest- 
ment to stimu-. 
late demand and generate 
growth has become politically 
fashionable among a new gen- 
eration of European leaders, 
“when the facta change, 1 
change my mind. What do you 
do?" 

Three big facts have 
changed in Europe at the , 
mibp time. The. single cur-., 
rency is about to be launched 
and the markets' belief that it 
will be both strong and stable 
has already helped to insulate 
Europe from economic turbu- 
lence in Asia and Russia. The 
return of the centre-left to 
power across the continent, 
now running 13 of Europe’s is 
member states, has produced 
a kind of political critical 
moss. Above all, the finan- 
cial! y-orthodox government of 
Helmut Kohl in Germany has 
gone, to be replaced by a Red- 
Green coalition led by Social 
Democrats who say they pre- 
fer growth to stability and see 
the creation of jobs for Ger- 
many’s 4 million unemployed 
as their primary task. 

For the past six years, 
Europe’s economies have been 
managed according to the 
Maastricht system, named 
after die treaty at which the 
single currency was agreed, 
along with the rules and crite- 
ria for Joining it. The Maas- 
tricht system was established 
when conservatives held sway 
in Bonn and Paris and even in 
London and the rules were 
accordingly orthodox. They 
specified independent central 
banks; dedicated to cutting 
inflation, while governments 


were charged with lowering 
public debt and government 
deficits. 

It now seems that this 
December In Vienna will see 
the birth of Maastricht marie 
11. to reflect the new political 
character off Europe. A sum- 
mit of European leaders 
scheduled next month in 
Vienna is to review plans to be 
drawn up by Ecofln <the 15 EU 
finance ministers) to coordi- 
nate their economic and 
employment policies with a 
view to stimulating growth 

m. 

The preliminary bout to 
watch will be the Franco-Ger- 
man summit that faik»>g place 
next week. The unapologeti- 
cally Keynesian finanm min- 
isters of France and Germany 
Dominique Strauss-Kahn and 
Oskar Lafontaine. are draw- 
ing up their own master plan. 
From statements made so foe 
there look to he three key com- 
ponents. There will be calls 
for lower interest rates; for 
blurring the old Maastricht 
rules so that public invest- 
ment need not be counted as a 
budget deficit; and conse- 
quently for scone big and 
Europhlle public spending 
projects. 


fit into a coherent broader pic- 
ture of infrastructure 
improvement that extends to 
Rome and Madrid, to Frank- 
fort and Berito and on into the 
countries applying to Join the j 
EU La eastern Europe. 


C ALLED Tens, 
which stands for 
Trans-European 
Networks, the 
total plan is 
costed at 400 bu- 
tton ecu, or almost £300 bil- 
lions. by the year 3010. The 
vast bulk , of this is to come 
from national governments 
and International lending 
bodies such as the European 
Investment Bank and the 
European Investment Fund, 
with Mr K innock urgi ng an 
evergrowing role for private 
sector capital. With only f&5 , 
billions of EU money to spend 
over the next seven years, Mr ; 
Kinnock has hitherto seen his 
role as " p U ffing the pump”, 
paying for feasibility and 
planning studies which then 
use EU foods to lever for more 
money from other national 
and private financing sources. 1 
But even in the grimmer days 
off the old Maastricht system, 
Mr. Kinnock has always seen 
the Tens masterplan in 

poUtico-Keyneslan terms. 

“This all t ranslat es Into 
greater economic prosperity 
and job creation," Mr Kinnock 
said in a report on the state of 
the Tens which he delivered to 
Europe’s heads of govern- 
ment at their Cardiff summit 
last May “But we know that 
the conventional source of 
Infrastructure investment — 
the public sector — Is not 
going to be able to meet all the 
costs, which is why we need to 
work even harder to encour- 


T HAT old Keyne- 
sian Neil .Kin- 
nock, now 

transport commis- 
sioner in Brus- 
sels, just happens 
to have some plans to hand, in 
his grand design for Europe's 
21st century transport 
system (2). Individual and 
existing components of the 
ambitious trans-Europe grid, < 
such as the Channel tunnel 
and the high-speed train links 
between Paris and Brussels. I 
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age public-private funding 
partnerships”. (He cited the 
Channel Tunnel as perhaps 
not the happiest example.) 

There could be public 
money available for this, in 
the central bank reserves “lib- 
erated” by the birth of the sin- , 
gle currency Since the bulk of 
commerce in EU countries is I 
with other member states, 
that trade will become inter- 
nal. and will no longer need 
financing with separate cur- 
rencies. The amount off “sur- 
plus” reserves has been 
estimated variously at $100 
billions (in a very preliminary 
study from the French) and up 
to $300 billions, in a more 
grandiose European Parlia- 
ment proposal, drafted by 
Giorgio Rnfiblo. an Italian 
socialist MEP. 

The European Central Bank 
(ECS) has not formally spoken 


yet But one of its governing 
board members, the Italian 
Tbmmaso Padoa-Schioppa, 
has cast doubt on the schema 
A significant proportion of 
most Euro-zone central bank 
reserves are held in German 
marks, which from the launch , 
cff the euro will become in 
effect local currency and will 
“lose their character as mone- 
tary reserresTS). Italy's cen- 
tral bank governor Antonio 
Fazio has been even blunter 
Using the ECB's excess 
reserves was “an odd idea.” he 
said last week. And defining 
just what excels means in the 
context of the ECB’s reserves 
will prove a political and eco- 
nomic nightmare. 

The initial plan from the 
former Italian prime minister; 
Romano Prodi, to sell off the 
central banks’ reserves of dol- 
lars, has been squashed by the 


French; they believe it would 
depress the value of the dol- 
lar, making Euro-denomi- 
nated exports more expensive. 


L ionel jospin, the 
French prime min- 
ister; proposes 
instead to use $100 
billions of the 
reserves to raise a 
loan, through a Euro-dena mi- 
nuted bond dedicated to 
finan c ing EU development^). 
We have been here before. 
This Euro-bond plan to 
finance infrastructure devel- 
opment was first floated by 
former Commission President 
Jacques Delors in 1993. It was 
blocked then by the Germans 
and the British, citing the old 
Maastricht rules. Under ! 
Maastricht mark n, it could be 
an idea whose time has come. 
Even market-friendly Tony 



Newt’s lesson 
for the Tories 
8 


off the ECB, Wun Duisenberg, 
who in turn holds the key to 

sentiment in the capital mar- 
kets which may soon become 
suspicious of a Europe that 
seems to be striding a w a y fr o m 
the old monetarist religion. If 
the new German government 
is throwing over the old rules 
about overt political pressure 
on ♦hp B undesbank by 
extension, the ECB which will 
take over the job cf setting 
interest rates effectively from 
next month, Mr Duisenberg 

9bOW5 no ctgnq of ahanrinnlng 

the tenets of Maastricht L Last 
week he warned that the single 
currency and cutting interest 
rates were not a panacea for 
bringing down un employ: 
ment. In a speech to the Prog- 
nos Institute he urged 
governments to cut deficits 
and encourage the conditions 
for corporate investment 
“Unemployment can only 
really be tackled with struc- 
tural refo rms that ami at mak- 
ing labour markets more 
efficient" 

Relations between the post- 
Maastricht generation of 
Euro-leaders and the ECB will 
be watched with close interest 
by the financial markets, par- 
ticularly the conservative 
bond markets. They have 
bought into the Maastricht cri- 
teria In a big way Their enthu- 
siasm has been reflected in the 
low level of euro-land interest 
rates. Though bond investors 
are not against growth per se 
they may get worried if they 
think the new Keynesianism 
threatens to play test and loose 

with inflatio n. 


S O for the markets 
are taking a 
relaxed view 
“There is a great 
deal of rhetoric 
but we have not 
had much substance to back 
up the bravado.” according to 
Ian Gunner, an analyst at 
ABN AMRO hank in r^nrinn 
though he believes the mar- 
kets might wefl. take fright if 
they believed the stability 
pact, meant to enforce Maas- 
tricht; was being abandoned. 
Alison Cottrell, an economist 
al the American i nv e stm ent 
house PaineWebbei; says the 
main concern for mar kets is 
not the sanctity of the limit of 
3 per cent of gross domestic 
product imposed an govern- 
ment borrowing under Maas- 
tricht “What would be a 
disaster would be to have indi- 
vidual finance minister s ‘at 
war* with the ECB, the latter 
than pursuing overly tight 
policy (too high interest rates) 
in an already shaky environ- 
ment in order to keep elected 
politicians in line"(S). 

But worries about the 
newly pinkish tinge to the 
map of Europe can be over- 
done, argues Ms Cottrell. 
“Much of the change In policy 
in the sense of a greater will- 
ingness to consider trans- 
national job creation 
programmes and cooperation 
on growth packages, 
reflects — not so much from 
right to left, as chang in g 

global circumstances.” When 
the world turns upside down 
old theories get dusted off in 
the hope they may provide 
present solutions. Welcome 

back Lord Keynes. 

Sources: (1) Report of the 
Council President. Viktor Wima, 
POrtschach, October25, 1 998; (2) 
EU Commission report on 
TransEuropean Transport 
Network, Brussels, June 3, 1998; 
(3)Agenca Europe, bulletin 
quotidian, October 13,1 998; (4) 
Lionel Jospin, speaking on 
France-2 TV, Octobers. 1 998; (5) 
Europe: Red In tooth and claw; 
PaJneWebber October 1998. 

Martin Walker is the Guardian b 
Europe editor and Mark M ikier Is 
deputy financial editor. 


Rigir, who managed to mod- 
ernise social democracy in a 
way that central bankers 
found agreeably un threaten- 
ing, has caught the new Euro- 
mood. Or perhaps he is 
desperate to stay in touch 
with his European partners 
before they sail off into the 
single currency future. What- 
ever the reason, he announced 
bis conversion at the recent 
Pdrtschach meeting of Euro 
leaders. “The focus on jobs 
and growth is surely right”, 
he said. “We plainly have 
moved from a situation where 
people have been concerned 
about inflation to one where 
the concerns are on the other 
side, and policy makers 
should take account of that”. 

But If Euro-Eeynalanism Is 
becoming an Irresistible force, 
it is meeting an immovable 
object in the form of the chief 
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Brown defies price slump 


Notebook 


Manufacturing in 
grip of deflation 


Larry Elliott 
Economics Editor 


T HE Chancellor. Gor- 
don Brown, insisted 
last night that Brit- 
ain would skirt 
clear of recession 
next year alter the latest 
gloomy economic data 
showed a s tallin g of consumer 
demand forcing factories to 
slash their prices at the fast- 
est rate for almost 40 years. 
Official figures released 


yesterday showed the manu- 
facturing sector gripped by 
deflation — failing prices — 
while retailers said that the 
autumn's wet weather and 
the spectre of recession 
meant sales were lower last 
month than a year ago. 

However, while giving evi- 
dence to the Treasury select 
committee, the Chancellor 
said that cheaper borrowing 
and higher levels of public 
spending would help to turn 
the economy around during 
the coming months. 


Mr Brown said that his self- 
imposed rule on public spend- ! 
tng — borrowing only to in- j 
vest over the economic cycle 
— was safe even If growth 
only reached the lower end of 
his 1 to 1.5 per cent forecast 
for 1999. 

Noting that base rates had 
been cut by 0.75 percentage 
points in the past two months, 
the Chancellor said: “By tak- 
ing earlier action it has been 
possible for monetary policy 
now to respond to the 
downturn. 

“{And with] the deficit hav- 
ing been attacked ... it is 
possible for fiscal policy to 
respond as well. It is the com- 
bination of monetary and fis- 
cal policy working together 
that has allowed us to make 
these forecasts as we do.” 

Data for producer prices 


from the Office for National 
Statistics showed that the 
cost of industry's goods rose 
by just 0.1 per cent in the year 
to October. 

However, stripped of excise 
dudes, prices fell by 0.7 per 
cent, and excluding food, 
drink, tobacco and petrol they 
were down by 0-3 per cent 

Meanwhile, the British 
Retail Consortium said that 
October had been a grim 
month in the high street and 
reported only the second fell 
in retail sales in three and-a- 
half years. 

Sales were 0.6 per cent 
lower than they were a year 
earlier, compared with a rise 
of 1.2 per cent in the year to 
September and an increase of 
more than 6 per cent at the 
start of the year. 

The BRC said that business 


was poor for shops and stores 
in nearly every sector, despite 
mid-season reductions offered 
to tempt cautious consumers 
back into the high street. 

Womenswear was the hard- 
est hit by the decline in con- 
sumer confidence, but the 
reluctance to spend on big- 
ticket items also took their 
toll of electrical and elec- 
tronic goods, and furniture 
and carpets. 

Department stores reported 
low receipts from in-house 
cafeterias and restaurants — 
seen by the BRC as a sign of a 
lack of shoppers in stores. 
“The wet weather appeared to 
keep customers away from 
town centres on Saturdays.” 

- Andrew Higginson, chair- 
man of the BRC economic af- 
fairs committee, said: “Cus- 
tomer confidence appears to 


have taken a battering In Oc- 
tober. News oT redundancies 
and general economic gloom 
have led to a lot of belt-tight- 
ening am q n g customers, with 
pu rchas es largely limit ed to 
essentials, and little discre- 
tionary spending. It is to be 
hoped that the situation im- 
proves in the run-up to 
' Christmas." 

Bridget Rose well, BRC chief 
economic adviser, com- 
mented: “These results show 
that the half-point cut In in- 
terest rates announced, last 
Thursday was well timed, 
since it is clear that the slow- 
down Is now well established 
in the retail sector, and there 
is hardly any growth In sales. 
The trend is still firmly down- 
wards, and will need to he 
reversed shortly if the econo- 
my is to keep growing.” 


Flying colours in 
turbulent market 
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BP's plans to build new capacity at plants such as Saltend In Hull (above), at a time of chronic oversupply, have provoked criticism photograph: bean spencer 

BP to spend £500m on chemical plants 


Terry Maca lister 

R1TISH Petroleum 
gave a boost to the 
north of England and 
Scotland yesterday 
with plans to invest £500 mil- 
lion in new chemical plants. 

But the City questioned Lbe 
wisdom of building new 
capacity at a time of chronic 
chemical oversupply. Ana- 
lysts pointed to profits at BP 
Chemicals crashing by 50 per 
cent over the last nine 
months and last night BP 
shares fell 22p to 891p. 

BP will create 3,100 jobs 
during the construction 
phase to 2002 but the plants 
will only employ 225 perma- 
nent staffs and 150 other BP 
employees will lose their jobs 
in Wales when the Baglan 
Bay ethanol plant shuts. 

BP plans to build new ethyl- 
ene and ethanol plants at ex- 
isting BP sites in Grange- 
mouth and Hull. An existing 
ethylene pipeline from 
Grangemouth to Teesside will 
be extended to HulL 
Ethylene is used in the pro- 
duct ion or many otber Indus- 
trial chemicals and plastics. 
Ethanol is a solvent widely 
used in cosmetics, pharma- 
ceuticals and detergents- 
The oil group dismissed con- 
cerns about the market argu- 
ing investment would boost 
mid-cycle earnings by £85 mil- 
lion ‘per annum, mainly 
through reduced production 
and logistics costs. 

Over recent years BP, the 
third largest petrochemical 
group in the world, has been 
busy rationalising. It has lost 
1.75 million tonnes of capacity 
through plant closures and 
sale of assets. 

Chief executive John 
Browne said: “This is an im- 
portant step In the develop- 
ment of our European chemi- 
cals business. This 
investment will help BP 
Chemicals to retain ami im- 
prove its competitive position 
in the European market” 

But Alan Marshall, an ener- 
gy analyst with Robert Flem- 
ing Securities, said it would 
be seen as unhelpful within 
Lhe industry at a time when 



Failures cause 
Falklands oil 
fever to cool 


Scottish industry minister Lord MacDonald hailing BP’s 
•vote of confidence’ at a press conference yesterday 


Terry Macadlstor 

H opes of oil riches off 

th«i F alklands Tgiaiida 
which helped trigger 
a war between Britain and 
Argentina could prove 
unfounded. 

Oil company Shell is now 
giving the region one last 
chance. 

The Borgny Dolphin rig, 
which has notched np six 
failures fora variety of oil 
companies, will be with- 
drawn from the south At- 
lantic if Shell draws an- 
other blank with the well it 
is now drilling. 

Should the latest attempt 
prove to be another failure, 
it will effectively end oil fe- 
ver which drove up the 


shares of companies like 
Desire Petroleum created 
solely to explore off the 
Falklands. 

Oil companies have found 
traces ofhydrocarbons, but 
in an era of rock-bottom oil 
prices no one is keen to 
spend money in an area 
which shows little sign of 
yielding significant oiL 

But while Shell has failed 
so Ear to meet expectations 
off th e Falklands, it has 
struck lucky elsewhere in 
South America. 

It has made a big gas dis- 
covery in Peru, raising 
hopes that Shell will patch 
np its row with the Mwa 
government and restart its 
g4 billion Camisea project. 

The Anglo-Dutch com- 
pany and its partner Mobil 


demand from the key Asia 
market had collapsed. 

“It Is not unusual to Invest 
in a downturn so you can be 
more resilient In recession. 
But most people take the view 
that the last thing needed at 
present is new kit [plants].” 

The new projects win capi- 
talise on the £1 billion BP has 
invested since 1990 in effi- 
cient, integrated oil, gas and 
petrochemical manufacturing , 
at Grangemouth. An increas- J 
ing quantity of liquid gas 
feedstocks will become avail- 
able from the North Sea after 
the year 2000. 

The Government's approval 
of construction of a combined 
heat and power plant for the 
Grangemouth site was cited 
as an important factor in BPs 
investment decision. 

BP Is already building two 
new plants at Grangemouth, 
one for polyethylene which is 
used in soft plastics and an- 


other Tor polypropylene used 
for computer casing and 
harder plastics. 

Gus MacDonald, business 
and industry minister, said 
the company's decision to 
pump £300million into 
Grangemouth was "a vote of 
confidence" in Scottish indus- 
try’- "It should secure Grange- 
mouth's position as one of the 
top petrochemical sites in 
Europe.” he said. 

BP, due to take over rival 
Amoco of the US by year-end, 
last week reported a 35 per 
cent fall In third-quarter prof- 
its. All three of its leading 
divisions have come under 
pressure from low oil prices 
and economic uncertainty. 

The chemicals division saw 
profits fall from £141 million 
to £66 million, bat BP said it 
was affected by special condi- 
tions Including unscheduled 
maintenance shutdowns and 
legal settlements. 


Ciba in £3.6bn 
Swiss link-up 


Nicholas Bannister, Chief 
Business Correspondent 

T WO Swiss companies 
which already dominate 
the speciality chemicals 
industry are planning to 
merge through a £3.67 billion 
deal 

Ciba Speciality Chemicals 
and ciariant yesterday an- 
nounced that they planned to 
create a combined group with 
annual sales of £7.79 billion 
and an annual research and 
development budget of 
£281 million. 

However they expect to axe 


up to 3,000 jobs outside Swit- 
zerland as part of efforts to 
achieve annual savings of 
£260 million by 2001. This 
would represent about 5 per 
cent of the current combined 
workforce of 55,000, of which 
2£00 are employed in the UK. 

The industry is consolidat- 
ing rapidly and bath Ciba and 
Ciariant are themselves the 
results of big mergers within 
the past four years. 

A year after Ciba-Gelgy and 
Sandoz merged in 1996 to 
form Novartis, the world's 
third largest drugs company, 
Ciba Speciality Chemicals 
was spun off as a separately 


stormed out of Camisea on 
July 15 saying there was no 
point in proceeding because 
a proposed pipeline tariff 
would make the project un- 
economic. 

But the new discovery on 
Pagoreni-1 in block 75 of the 
Peruvian jungle gives Shell 
the potential to bring 
greater economies of scale 
to nearby Camisea, already 
Latin America's richest gas 
reserve. 

Shell Insists it is too early 
to say how many reserves 
lie in place. 

But industry experts say 
the find is highly encourag- 
ing. 

And Shell admits it is al- 
ready looking at the “syner- 
gies” between block 75 and 
I the Camisea blocks 88A and 
88B which It has been grad- 
ually running down in the 
light of the tariff dispute. 

A Shell spokesman admit- 
ted: “We would still like to 
do the [Camisea] project.” 

Shell is in desperate need 
of good news after reporting 

a 56 per cent collapse in 

third-quarter net profits to 
$841 million, far worse 
than City analysts had 
expected. 


listed company. This year it 
acquired Britain’s Allied Col- 
loids for £1.42 billion, fi ghting 
off a rival bidder from the US. 
Ciariant was spun off from 
Sandoz in 1995, ahead of the 
deal with Cfba-Geigy, and last 
year merged with Hoechsfs 
speciality chemical business. 

Ciba and Ciariant said that 
their merger would create the 
world's largest speciality 
chemicals group. It would be 
called Ciariant but use Ciba's 
distinctive butterfly logo. 

Rolf Schweizer of Ciariant 
Will become chair man while 
Rolf Meyer of Ciba will be- 
come deputy chairman and 

chief executive. 

The merger has to win 
shareholder approval a nd be 
I cleared by regulatory authori- 
ties. When it is complete, for- 
mer Ciariant shareholders 
wifi own about 64 per cent of 
the new combine, with Ciba 
shareholders owning the rest 


Alex Brummer 

G IVEN the turbulence in 
the global economy, so 
fer, year British 
Airways emerges reasonably 
intact The overall profits, 
showing a 10.5 per cent de- 
cline to £385 million, may 
flatter to deceive. But they 
nevertheless represent a cred- 
itable outcome in difficult 
market conditions. 

The flattery comes from 
several factors. The figures 
from the same period of last 
year were adversely affected 
by the air crews strike, which 
make s the six months to 
September 1998 look better; 
lower oil prices contributed 
to a 105 per cent, or £42 mil- 
lion, saving in fuel costs and 
the global finan cial crisis hit 
air traffic more heavily in Oc- 
tober (beyond the current 
reporting period) than in the 
three months to September. 

Despite the problems in the 
global economy. BA managed 
to keep passenger load up at 
76.5 per cent The yield fell, 
however, as a result of busi- 
ness passengers switching to 
cheaper services, the contin- 
ued strength of the pound and 
greater competition at the 
low-cost end of the market 
where BA has found It neces- 
sary to become a full player. 
Cargo, an important part of 
the mix, took a big hit al- 
though non-scheduled ser- 
vices showed healthy growth. 

Looking ahead BA seems to 
have equipped itself reason- 
ably well for a less buoyant 
market-place. The cost-saving 
programme Is chipping In at 
the right moment and the re- 
configuration of the fleet — to 
include more flexible regional 
jets — Is also sensible. The 
American Airlines alliance 
continues to be developed and 
the outlines of a more global 
approach — through Its 
“oneworld’’ branding — 
should start to pay dividends 
when, and if. common code- 
sharing and frequent flier 
schemes are In place. 

Matters may get worse at 
BA before they get better, be- 
cause air transport ts highly 
cyclical. But, like Chancellor 
Gordon Brown, the compa- 
ny’s chief executive, Robert 
Ay l i ng . clearly thinks he has 
found ways of smoothing the 
bumps. 


St Michael rift 


T HE orderly process put 
in place by the Marks & 
Spencer board for resolv- 
ing the enveloping succession 
struggle is plainly not work- 
ing. While chairman sir Rich- 
ard Greenbury has been away 
on a short business trip to In- 
dia, the perceived rivals for 
the post of chief executive, 
deputy chairman Keith Oates 
and managing director Peter 
Salsbury, have been manoeu- 
vring for advantage in the 
public prints. Mr Oates ap- 
pears to be using the sharp 
first-half decline in profits — 


no surprise to anyone fam- 
iliar with the business — as 
an opportunity to promote his 
own cause. First reports had 
him appealing to the non-ex- 
ecutive directors, over the 
head of Greenbury, followed 
by new reports that actually 
he and Salsbury could work 
together as chairman and 
chief executive respectively if 
Sir Richard, who Is there 
until 2001, should step aside. 

One detects a slight desper- 
etion in Mr Oates's tactics. 
The view of the senior non- 
executives Brian Baldock and 
Sir Martin Jacomb earlier 
this year was that, because of 
doubts about the ability of Mr 
Oates to run the group and 
concerns about Salsbury's ex- 
perience, it would be better 
not to act in haste. There was 
even the suggestion that 
when the Job was split and the 
succession determined, it 
might go to one of the able, 
younger executives reaching 
board level. By all accounts 
Mr Oates Is now seeking to 
jump-start the process: but 
there is no serious reason to 
< believe that the senior non-ex- 
ecutives have been convinced 
of his merits. 


Oil pointer 

I F there was going to be any 
UK company investing 
£500 million In the chemi- 
cal Industry, in the teeth of 
slump in chemical markets 
and the general downturn in 
the economy, it was likely to 
be British Petroleum. It Is 
among a handful of UK com- 
panies, Identified by the De- 
partment of Trade and Indus- 
try in a new study, which 
believes that investment in 
new capital pays rich 
dividends. 

In this case BP is modernis- 
ing kit at Grangemouth hi 
Scotland and at Hull, to 
strengthen its position in the 
ethylene market in Europe. It 
is quite a brave decision for a 
company that saw chemical 
profits plunge by 50 per cent 
last year. In the process of 
pushing ahead with this in- 
vestment it is to create some 
3,100 construction jobs and 
eventually, 225 perraanant 
production posts — although 
others might be lost at out- 
dated facilities. 

Among the reasons, how- 
ever, that the UK has a strong 
oil and minerals sector is that 
managements in companies 
like BP and RTZ are 
apparently much more will- 
ing to invest in the future 
than their manufacturing, 
consumer and utility counter- 
parts. The DTI report shows 
that capital per employee at 
BP and others in the sector is 
£589,000 which puts them 
ahead of their international 
counterparts. In contrast all 
five of the other groups of UK 
industries examined per- 
formed below par. Consumer 
goods manufacturers are well 
below the global average as 
are service companies. 

The report finds British 
companies are performing a 
bit better when it comes to in- 
creases In capital expendiure 
per worker in oil companies, 
with electrical, electronic, 
transport and communica- 
tions sectors doing quite welL 
But there is a long way to go 
if most UK companies are to 
compete with the best in glob- 
alised markets. 


OFT offers plea-bargairi for 
companies who come clean 


Dan AtJdftson 

P RICE- rigging companies 
are to be encouraged to 
plea-bargain with the Office 
of Fair Trading to avoid 
multi-million pound fines 
that could swipe up to 10 per 
cent of their sales revenue, 
the Guardian has learned. 

Those who “put their hands 
up" to anti-competitive prac- 
tices may escape tough penal- 
ties under a new regime to be 
introduced in 16 months' i-ipui. 

An OFT video, to be salt to 
the 1,000 top companies, will 
demonstrate different punish- 
ments for those co-operating 
with the OFT against those 
that deny wrong-doing. 

Under the Competition BUI, 
due to receive the Royal 
Assent today, John Bridge- 
man. Director-General of Fair 
Trading, will be empowered to 
levy spot fines of up to 10 per 
cent of sales on companies en- 
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gaging in anti-competitive ac- 
tivity. This win replace the 
present slow-moving set-up in 
which the OFT and the 
Restrictive Practices Court can 
take well over a year to un- 
cover misdemeanours. 

lhe tough new powers wlD 
bring the OFT into line with 
the powers exercised by the 
European Union’s DG4 compe- 
tition directorate. 

A number of the 50 new staff 
being recruited will be skilled 
in the legal and other aspects 
of dawn raids on suspected 
price-fixers. Until now. OFT 
personnel have been only ob- 
servers during DG4 raids, 
lhe OFT will have the power 
to raid premises and depiand 
paperwork and the director- 
general will be able to impose 
fines instantly. Plea-bargain- 
ing will take place withia the 
OFT, and companies that ad- 
mit being members of cartels 
will be able to “bargain dtwn” 
the level of the fine. , 
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Tennis 


Rusedski finds 




a game to 
reach the top 





Stephen Bierley on the range of strokes 
that Is creating a real challenge to Sampras 


I T WAS, understandably, 
the l35mph ace cm second 
serve in the second set 
which had the 14JXJ0 spec- 
tators In the Palais Omni- 
sports buzzing with excite- 
ment on Sunday as Greg 
Rusedski achieved the victory 
of his 25-year-old life against 
the world No. l Pete Sampras 

in thg Paris TmVyvr fT ppn final 
But the serve of the match 
occurred earlier. Having bro- 
ken the American tor a 5-4 
lead, Rusedski clinched the 
first set with a heavily siloed 
ace of barely lOOroph which 
slid across and through the 
great man's defences with no 
more venom than a butterfly. 

Sampras had been expect- 
ing the toll monty down the 
centre and Rusedski’s subter- 
fuge was akin to a mirtfirid 
player nutmegging a central 
defender to score. Sampras 
was mortified. 

Croatia’s Goran Ivanisevic 
remains the man most likely 
to top the ace count any sea- 
son, but Rusedski will never 
be far behind because he has 
developed a variety of pace 
and angle which perhaps only 
Sampras can match. 

Obviously Indoor tennis 
suits the Briton, with no wind 
or awkwardly positioned sun. 
In five matches last week he 
lost his serve only three times 
out of 59 and got 58 per cent of 
his first serves in. 

So he Joined an illustrious 
body of men who have won 
this title over the past decade: 
Sampras. Andre Agassi, Boris 
Becker and Stefem Edberg, all 
of them Grand Slam winners. 

And that, essentially, is Ru- 
sedski's main god, with Wim- 
bledon the obvious venue. It 
Is not tendflil, given Tim 
Henman’s continuing pro- 
gress, to suppose that he too 
may challenge tor the greatest 
prize. Yet Rusedski remains 
the more likely Britan to 
raise the trophy one July. 

Henman undoubtedly has 
the greater natural talent; his 
fellow- professionals fre- 
quently take time out to 
watch him play. But Rusedski 
has a single-mindedness and 


sheer cussedness which ulti- 
mately make him more likely 

to succeed. 

He fancied his chances this 
year before the tell at Queen’s 
put him. out Of the r unning 
The decision to play at all, al- 
beit wrong-headed, illustrated 
his profound desire for suc- 
cess and recognition. 

Unlike ff«mman. Rusedski 
Is not a locker-room favour- 
ite. He Is pretty much a loner 
but the relationship with his 
new coach, the Dutchman 
Sven Groeneveld, appears to 
be lifting him to a higher 
plane, at least Judging by his 
semi-final and final, victories 
against Russia’s Yevgeny Ka- 
felnikov and Sampras. 

Suddenly the Rusedski back- 
hand, normally more sliced 
than a year’s supply of salami 
at a delicatessen, was employ- 
ing successful topspin. There 
were ground strokes which 
displayed an unsuspected deft- 
ness of touch. Was his coach 
Sven or Svengali? It is surely a 
question of confidence and self- 
belief. And such victories as 
this, after six previous defeats 
against Sampras stretching 
back to Wimbledon three years 
ago, can only add to Rusedski's 
asstsance and conviction. 

It seems to be doing so al- 
ready. ‘To get to the final 
here [Stockholm] 1 have to 
beat Sampras a g ain , and hav- 
ing defeated him defini tely 
gives me a psychological 
edge," he said. T know Pete 
really wanted to win and 
there was a lot on the line.” 

Understandably Sampras 
bristled at the thought of Ru- 
sedski challenging him next 
year for the No.1 spot and 
even after Sundays victory it 
still seems a little fantastic. 
But so did the thought, 18 
months ago. of him rea ching 
a Grand Slam final. 

• Richard Krajicek, the 1996 
Wimbledon champion, has had 
surgery on a tom left-knee car- 
tilage. The Dutchman, who 
won in. Stuttgart nine days ago 
but pulled oot of the Paris 
Open, hopes to be back an 
court for a tournament in : 
Sydney on January il 


jaded Sampras continues quest to out-rule Connors 


Mill I IBB iMUlSIOfUIOffl 

hi Stockholm 


P ETE SAMPRAS looked 
jaded when he arrived 


w jaded when he arrived 
here yesterday to continue 
his quest to be the world No. 1 
fjfca sfrth consecutive year. 

American accepted a 


wild card for the Scania 
I Stockholm Open on Friday 
and has looked possessed by 
the prospect of beating the re- 
cord of Jimmy Connors, who 
held the top spot five times ; 
between 1974 and 1978. 

This week’s event will be 
Sampras's sixth tournament 
in as many weeks; he has not 


played so often since 1990. 
Had he won in Paris on Sun- 
day he would have a healthy 
lead aver Marcelo Rios but 
he now needs to make an im- 
pact here to hold off the Chil- 
ean, who this week plays in 

Santiago 

Slovakia’s Karol Kucera j 
and Britain's Tim Henman I 


Newbury meeting with guide to the form 
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13 MM IhmW 

1.50 Bamlmdar W1#Hm0 

2-20 Smm*Tm MbodDw* 

2 sy MnM ZrimM 

120 KatHto . . to m m utm 

150 •; MuMurgfcyV- Jtaatoy 

Out toft-tarried ctaitqr Uta iWl 258yife niHn. Wtta nd QBBoptog h nan allisuy 

bands. 

Gate*: Sol * Denote lAitws. ' 

Swa tty u to u i r. Nona. 

MMontf Sr* Me 120 S»rQ8nar. flfeortd: 1 3 QwskiQ Tie Moon ' 

Rqutu In txacfetti allar hem’s ran* (fenofe days too tafe tMtaft. FJKt. 


S 8 tow r(M) WOS—BfH-O JMam* « 

• Mrxfettat IM .CIMs — 

7 5 toaftoo*a(W5 Mibb® 10-9 « MM 


Bate* 9-4 0*1*3-1 M* Duett 7-2 Gnpk» Gott 4-1 ShagnK 14-1 Ban. 16-1 Ra* FftMtr. 
55*1 PtttS 


PtttS 

itea SOW - MlK Hndw a« a Ol iNMow a Ott Uaf 11 27IUM tan Pa»on M Ball 
tc« BA Mis Ml in Iwittv a u ittM to Md Ml (Hi* W bma. nn B WI bftt inn 

Curat! nltaMaTiii top. BFFfl MttMU AMfadAUmii AttJaaircu.Gd HbDmt 
MM W «. up or 15. 30 BUM 8Mtt * Nutuy \aB Ban Hu. tor PUtts tad. ntto ow a as 
tauM rate fm toitap. atafe u (tfttn. Ml 8 ■ mm uar MU a Wu* im ho& W* Mr 
Ffc w ttn1M Mtaw4li.5eril1.MbatanDug nM Pta»dctt AteaBtatette»^6»i.ta«Mtal.* 
tad tarn Mb. G0&. 


CHRIS HAMWOMS 
Bob Out 
Saddkn’Itea 
Kj MOtmtf fap (rap ) 
Mbb P itoi B 
Stem Bay 
Ctmokm CWof (tab) 

Foraverttobte 


TOP FORM 
Bum Out 
Saddens’ Roe 
TIib Fufl Unity 


Sam Bay 
StajptoAriHnnofic 
Fomcr Noble 


Oval right-trailed tack of IXm with 200yds rut-in Perfectly flat wfet easy bends. 
Going: Good to Soft. ■* Denotes bMors. 


O JCA IffiAD ON’ NEWSLETTER HAfffllQIP HURDLE 

ViwV3ni 110yds £5,021 (5 declared) 


4 OASEVBi BARROWS NOVXXHANWWHURDIE 

■ bmw 2m tlOytfe £4,720 (7 declared) 


1 4000- Ml MAM JMh 7-TT-10 . . ... 

i OHO- Anns muMm r-ii-7 — 

3 IP-062 IM MHttaMb-11-2 — — ■ 

4 QW raaabwtfntoa A ftto 7-lt-O 

1 gwhi oatteiiiMfqCMns-iM. 


BUKI CMaDa 

i ora>« am iip jrajj rum a-nw R ai—i m 

7 onpf UsnAam9UtonS-KM) 0M*« rffl - 

fcU^T-4 Oman 2-1 Ml Grt. S-1 Sm ft* 6-1 Onto. IM Owe*. ao-l QmUg ftBltanSO-1 


J Man* M 

D Btogtar « 

A P HcCor«M 

^.MARqMd ar 
IMn* 14 


JW3m 110yds £5,021 (5 declared) 

ait a ltaFtetato(l3)6WtaBlS-n-ttl McM Imn 85 

2C1P OMMwMFMqDItanySmn 7-11-4 D GaBagtar SB 

112P-2 Knr*1BorStayfnipqPRlWtta 9-11-4 B Bttffly 17 

501 -IP Mfcvt[16) (CD) UiJ Pmn $-10-1? AT toCeyteBB 

34035- Rytag Mrar (HQ BQ 0 Mdictan 7-10-6 8 Mmmm as 

9-4 Wor&nu Swj. 5-? <H fatal 3-1 JH Ban 0-1 Rnv Ganna. 7-1 Rmi For M 


Going: Good to Soft. * Denotes bMws. 

Saven day wkmx Nona 
BSnkand flnt flaw or vhoraifc None. 

Figures in taracMs after horsed name denma daya since bst ouong. FJFtaL 


afl O ^AKWBOLTtm NOVICE HURDLE (MV 1} 

I ^* c TW2m 110yds £2.478 (13 dedared) 


■■gMUHVIo MWMlattMtTitooiSattmlaMiK ttttolllMMWltt 
Avm*S**m 2wB k*ul Sk. MnMMiMi 3 n*. aMolt H1 11. utthilMEjemnlMM 
lop Mi St Bmmmr.M Id dgv 4ft, Attn annaflus 2«tt DwU H. rw qattai M d 11. a 
» Owtae hBib Mfatt hattCIeBi Ut OM llIttBB BBUB | 
•3c*lBiM(*'osliylairlBBnliBW>itB*ei7*B»i{lBtipi>Ss®.OataDiDBllii*H4BBRM)Baiiiii 

AM itt Md is, MMUSnUte* fleMm 2 n n M 

MU, raiUMMlMiHLMHe, 44IMMUB9JM *Wta*n»rwhcapN(fc. Gd-tm IfewaflH* 
6Mri ww M * n M * in wn by NMh ■ N Mm M I <w Ids Gd. 



2 Bad String (M) GHuBart 4-10-12 

tax*- Bn Oot (172| nJGftad 6-10-12 

Clan fnq II J Rubens 9-10-12 

0- CNogxfigoak (Ita H 4-10-12 

CO Cook m (HB) J Pearce 7-10-1? 

K lteO Hare 3-10-12 

Da Boh HOT) ISsx H Kn^M 5-10-12 


Ml 400H>- G*Brft«nfcin®)F Jmbn 5-10-12 

HO 0005 Ma Staea CW ««S Snot 6-10-12 

no 06 Smoooa (17J B Hagan 4-10-12 — 

tn SHbba Mflaoea(Pt25) N Criagtai 4-10-12 


A lbg*t — 

LAqracee 

“-ssssa 5 

- ■ HaoMf |7) — 

- _ B TbarttBO — 

- jomwy — 

86 

a FBi» n Mi 
I* R PantaS (7) BE 
a ann oy — 


Sedgefield runners and riders 


■9V2m if £3,522 (4 dadared) 


TONYPALET 


TOP FORM 


I fl9v2m if £3,522 (4 dadared) 

1 80B2-1 W »DM l tlimjnaBm7-11-7 i— S DUtCwr lb 

2 /1132- D niUaMt»S?tajmjaW7-1W C UwwM - 

1 51220- M l to p j wS ftgSnea-11-2 : ?£22. — 

4 30460 Traa Caapar M VTiawl 5-1 1 -2 LMwj — 

MM* 6-4 M4p Hwfl. 3-1 KUr, 6-4 SW Run 16-1 T"» Cnepr*. 

mu m - w# MM RwataW. hd 7*. OhM Wbfe 3 obL ittkn CM nata M «o bf 9ta 
firtftat It fa m 2anr nat a S8. Pan IobCe jStaiiri pahai jwg. M. inpq 

□s M bfett M or m «MH Fttltt ■ MeaaainMASm Sac mm. mm tMM. 
l«* 5n HM A 2M d 27. aalbaMSMifl Wnd * tM*abw2*ll bM^KGfleaaCM**: Una* 
2WI ttntett and pM nw ■ tt ta a m «e> fiy «va ttv * Dafertao 2M hop A. Gd 


Anson Annin 
Bnafaon Bakbr 


O 4 AHWSY COGNAC SPECIAL SERES NOVICE HURDLE 

MiilV2ni if £5.602 (11 declared) 


OontFouiBtCurtiB 
Noon Senna 
FafctWrib Pribce 
RnTanfar 
XNpMBOmp) 


211 FmhtUs prtoca (iq 6 U time 6-U-7 J CaBagbanCW 

0-3 Mwfc Pin nr paw Stow 5-11-0 0 M «— nab — 


2-30 FokfleUs Prince FairfMdsI 

100 Fen Terrier Fen Terris 

3J0 XatotB XripMBOK 

4.00 CaftattalBaOa MoraCtaB 

Undufetog. shaft) Mt-handed chafe off IXm wUi 200yds run-in. 
Goton: Good to Soft. A Denotes bBnkex. 

Seven day whom. Nona 
BBntand first flan or trftomd: None. 


I) Atf%VnLTSHRE HANDICAP CHASE 
4M*j6w2m4f£7,023(5dectanKfl 


WADE HAULAGE SBIMfi HANDICAP WJRDLE 

■W3m 3f 1 10yds £1,511 (8 declared) 


2 0-3 Mwfc Finnr pa W Stout 5-11-0 0 HcOnwck — 

3 CiMiallHm UnUflneby 4-11-0— — Cl* — 

4 Dfeocy A FHbnaJlTJEW Ton 4-11-0 K MW 84 

5 21®F FontBore Bra P*4) B RattKEl 7-1 1-0 — — . — — A S Snflb 85 

« 5BM0 MEcPnin 08) liar** 4-11-0 A Dobbin 88 

7 3C243- J JMw (167) (BfJU Hammond 5-1 H) — — B Btnflng BE 

S 05P-5 SeoMBerOaimJ HnadJUnwn 5-11-0 A UmAb 82 

8 Iik^m f s&x j A Canada 6 1 1 O S Dmck — 

« a-46 IAyLaadarF12nv Haven S-10-9- — * ■ Ibnopaoo — 

11 01- TnaelfHMs (244) JJQurn 6-10-0 L *yar — 

BMDaK G-4 Fasete Pnoee, 9-2 lesape. 5-1 J j Batw. w 6*dfc Prate. 6-1 T«oy VMs. 12-1 Swmal 
Bv. 16-1 QcSca Gan. 


. i vrn Mnhiwm JOpro-n-i? * j *»* - 

t ®124- 5aBM(SB[ailOnBttB-1V-2.- — sJL5S*5 

i asm- NNtato luijQn j od a-io-n . — s-flKSSB '5 

4 FW2-4 MM H * Rhfl«g b> « 

8 OtatB *••«»*« (tft« a BOdta 6-10-1 — ■•'"l 11 * ■* 

sgwfllfiw M OB»*B IM 1>-2 Itan ItoA 12-1 Sn*»Ww 


W3m3f 110yds £1,511 <8 declared) 

ton ROM (17«lkMRMlN 9-12-fl 

fVPPDtcfcM^raUwKUtar7-1H1 

awe Jhbar (17) I; iloraw 1 1-T0-12 

3X830 PawOD«(teAJLddH«17-10-7 

P04CB4 Ott lb* (fesprUMtogw 4-10-6 _ . 




RMB CODE - MMbtUN Bw0 taMr 8* IMB BbUki Uk dddn Ufc iwABfe* **aa ana) ittr 
tor M?Sa£9toSSM *Jto» M* MTCSad ittr 4 rt .baton 

fem n mi wwMauffrxyafeihwa. «fci «■ flfegFiwbn ttMiaf i aiitt wj 

on taMSLtoM BucbManm Sun** Jocaardi Gd. SMtt m* noBMo. nona iia 


AQPP- noMi. _ 

J 5M6B Q0MICnnaaa» E Can 13-10-0 — — Hr E Mfagkn m 

> CP P PHhhw WR CT7) M AtoHXte 5-TM S Dm* rt 

Bett« W PerpO Dftr. 5-2 tan ttfm. M FM ftt 9-2 Ortrato. »-1 Mar. 25*1 Dug 7UL 


BPfebr a 

A Daniel H 


O OAWVEMBHI NOVICE CHASE 

WiW 2 ni 5f £2.941 (8 dedared) 


MEMfagkat 

S Dearie i 


fe fetofNw M WM 4M* 8tt 

aamawimttat 


TOP awn Ml feL M d 6. a btt n fl. C— r 81 


ACTAttET RACING SERES RNAL HANDCAP HURDLE 

iWU 2m 5f 1 10yda £6.678 (6 dedared) 


«iW2m 5f £2.941 (8 dedared) 

1 ZIP-12 Browne* otjb OT B Bton 7-1H0 L Tnpbl P) 89 

2 -06U51 tteftttaimNtoai 6-11-10 R GBtfe 86 

3 D406V Omeilapci Tine 6-11-4 4 Cabaghm — 

4 PTOW Dougn (BIT) Bffiewel 7-11-4 8 3m*! — 

5 now LtWJtoMKJ pi jWW 7-11-4 A 5 SOffl 86 

D 01342 FkTvIv ( tgm FlblBdl 6-10-13 A DotUaWBO 

7 4EP0- iteni Boat {nmunJBham 6-10-12 D Barter — i 

a 60010 SMbi Cm* (T7) (CP) vibmsoe 4-10-11 NT M IbonpWT 86 

DWIm 3-1 Mem 5-2 BbHnga. 7-2 An Tariff. 5-1 LnlMbh. 10-1 aesaQttii, 26-1 Dcnnm* I 


A CANBIBURY AUTUMN HURDLE 

4 bi 9 v 2 m TlOyfls £Si 095 (5 «darefi& 


2m 5f 110yds £6.678 (6 dectaed) 
282U21 rrwnQbi m CT6M Maw 7-11-13 


1 m- MMUtantatoa-lW-™--- : ■ ■ J" 1 * r 

2 in nMMiturSMfTtligir^’ “ ’ i 1 — * ■ 

3 3M4P-- tottB W 6 ft toraVl W . J , .*2!n2 

4 11141- MMONmpMIMt-l -( - 3 £2*2*2 

5 eiiMM m 

BMIm 5-4 ANottl-54 Rbgfep ftwta, &-1 CMoh 9-1 State 12-t &nd Jfe*ri. 

nm atoE-MwMttaoBMi faj n a agioi Mr fe h. n » m a fe i g .iii i wi i r p w i, w 2 w, 

MM Etta ■**«*■&« MM 7 M ** lafto>i*aittw 2a^ 


ZffllBl BM^BOT(P»6IINQCa»7-n-13 : IM%0 88 

15223 0MKnbNb«mmUP)Ualiaattr5-lMT_._>BMBblM A 88 

1.761 taflmRMrfiapjKHogBfr-11-4 N (Mr 85 

W-433 tataT*nMBQtaB611-Z A Datth 87 

31M0 Boning 9n*(Ujt 6*46-10-0 IM 88 

444a6DMMMCtott{MqMKLjtafr-4IH) Ktl S lje* {7} MO 

7-1 0U Hi* Hag. IM Mu ftott. 7-2 angfe Ub Talc 14-1 ttaang Stoe 50-1 D at 


O OABLMS HANDICAP CHASE 

iMUzm 110yds £3,397 (6 dedared) 


44-125 IMIky n (OqBRawI 7 - 11-10 AS! 

2416 ? QnrPottpq<C)(D)JR&Gsnf 7 - 10-12 J C* 

43 EZ 21 Xflpato(i*}(CC)imrao 6 - 10-9 a i 

4 - 1 PDE DBkl 8 nMk(ni)KS)BEisn 8 - 1 fM - A Dot* 

M 24 .’ fiopdfe MS wJ!o«K«i 9 - 10-2 ----- - Mr M Iton 

346144 SoBtoSyMPJ l P»U-l 0-0 - Id 

7-4 bpett 2-1 lan Try. S -2 Co# FM 9 - 1 7 M BwK ID -1 Sow*?, 16-1 rngMfl. 


... A S 5o4» 88 
. J Ubgbai - 

8 BMtMB 

A DattBH* 18 

■r M Ibaapna — 

.. . LOW 84 


aBaaRsuiu.’^ffimsBgage 

M uun M na oaiulLiweto ib totottnUc M PgattUDiwI* Ul Hn. Daub Aapaac BMM Mi 


RttB*2MPIMW8fefTySlNR0lliB«O«M«aahCDlBMW-- . 


A AA PADDOCK B 00 KHAKHS HANDICAP CHASE 
(TRIFECTA BACQ 
3m 3( £3.625 (9 dedared) 


A AALEVY BOARD HARES’ ONLY HANDICAP HURDLE 
“•■Wan 51 n Qyds £2,063 m declared) 


O AA (BW EASTON JBVBHLE NOVICE HURDLE 3Y0 
TOyfo E 3 J 47 (7 dwteKO 


2ml 10yds £3^47 (7 

liMbfWGlIMaill-fl.-- 

MtoMfmAM11-ll 

04F-3 MalMNqNHBttiai 1WJ 

.. ,DMiD — r ayni 6BafeBii^ 


AFBeter — 

l Drag — 

...J... N Attawntf — 


13617- DaonSoMtS 

men AaadnBttirn 

ami- SttFanadflli 
13ZZP MnUrlUBd 
74PT3 DWttoSDwtK 

pyg- 

P53-21 Z nto i nrmff 
7Xr3 KUbiBMkmc 
TOF32 »atae*»80 


(ffllMlLau 8-ii-ia 1 sun 

rasTitap?fr-f 1-e — A VmtSm 

)PaBU*C«7-1W B Mfan fl 

)D tuft 6-11-7 D Mar 

»IBr9K==r==iaSB 

aBMP-lOrl? Hot C M 

9-10-8 A S Mb 

a MJ-lO-1 A Mfato 


7-7HD09 Smtt 4-1 AceCba RartCr. CriMtor. 9-2 Erii Ffloa, 7-1 Ztotasn. 13-1 Gama togatt 


™v2m 51 noyds £2,063(11 dedared) 

r ®CM IBtowaiqn W (EBJ J P*U5 B-11-12 A TbaAdn 88 

J 1W03 T m«intto ia ia tAblp7)pftP6tojnatf6-11-S - BftBMff 86 

5 P322-5 tontflyw pO] F Itmgi 6-11-8 A Dfetta 86 

J SWttCmarMWAa ( 113 ( 0 ]) Us WRaOg 4 - 11-7 fit* 8S 

S S-SS AM-ftaoaWNICEni 6-11-6 B Eoatt 86 

« MS-4 Jnst Bad (2Qfl Ran 5-11-2 C NcConack (5) 88 

? KH ttram<n|HS}KUagw4-l0-a F LbUtj 79 

* 86330 MmCMmawnmoiD Rusai B-ftW D Partann 

* hW ltonndl*35«ttDMa 7-10-0 4 Mato m 83 

« M-35P D«aBrP1]HBM5-UH) B &« E 

n OOGP BnaStorpU} 5 KManS 5-10-0 Jl HaffBdd R 88 

MkWMCKDaMB*.7-?Nr7FkK9-2T(nMnoaB33i9 «-1 UB?r*n 10-1 fctancnra Gil 


Results 


Newbury 

HUNTINGDON 

SEDGERELD 


COMMENTARY 

141 

142 

143 


RESULTS 

151 

152 

153 


AJLLCOW 9 BS COMMBITARY 0906*700 140 
AaCOU«S 68 H 6 Sa*JS 09064 700 J 50 


CARUS£ 

MO (»■ lioyw HdW 1. JAJXT u 
nctlUi R Jomwon (PM): X. pnaatato* 
*■ Mdt rr-n. a. ai» i4» i *■ « ■> (6-etovi. 
1(1 ran 9. Il W OIMH) Tate ttMk WiO, 
ci jo. Ei.-io. Dim F; cftao. can ctaoo. 
148 (ten » I10»te ao t. ABOUT 
soauz, S DtoKk M-1C x, •Hottte(»-4 
(iui.3_nnntn r-p ') * — '' 

Smflb) Tote C4B0: case, Cl TO Dufe F; 

now. car. Ci fAS- • - 


O«7.4i.THteite«^130.IMIof£aatt24 
eanted toward to Sa tfa e p tld tQQ«y. . 

up om *f ekb % Bnmrnm 

AHEAD, A Ooetta (MM t»). 2, Lmr* «f 
ltobte[«J.r»w»oj(W|.5 i 


toUp-CUnpaier Siniate Forecast: E30£S 
HACBuu am auADwmcs.7a 


ran ». W. (N rectento) Tote Cist Cl io, 
020. Oufe F: Cl to. CSF; 008. 

9JBS (ten « HM*fe %, VALBHCTOKV, t 
Nyor (IT-4 ttoi); S. Mir AM Mac* 

3, BiaitMi (WJ- 9 ma s. at fl» iteMim} 
Tow C4 IO; Cl JO. E2L10L tua Duml ft 
C11.lO.CSF; CM46. TteaK ESOtt. 
M»ptn4M1bltt4tt1 ( »ll4- 
nAUSm, tefewnd Qatet (7-4 tari: tt iOtor 
at W —w (7-81: a. tatt umi i » m M 
(7-2). s ran H. 11. (N Mason) Tear, saw; 
C1JM.CL20. Dual ft 13J0. CSF' £7.7* 


romvBjL 


us (ten at lioyda MdM> 1, BUUBA- 
fOOfei A P McCor (2-1): *• Amu tea to 
MtoA <10-1 fc 3. Mentaaak {12-1). 5-4 tev 


mm, Mt (M Pina) Tote 

OfetKAO. tXBO, ClAO Dual F; now. 
COFiCtSAtL 

utomafoai.nuauiiioocrn, 
N ttUamaoo ( D-Afavt x, Pbar Laaa 
“• 8M): a, Cteh m a |1CMJ. * ran 17. it 
ttf Wtetto WWtomai Tow E2.0& Dual F. 
I QAtcsFiaca. 

Mb (tea At tlOyda HM 1, Hum 
l w BUHONQ. L Cummus (Ml a. 
I J. Dartoe Uaa (IB-1). 9-* 

\ *wOterThafitoB.Branai.lX«Saai)ToBt 


BgCfewHnJIan giNT^^ i t euo. oJf^%4 oST c^«StTiw 


AJiap- ilMfti weeiunni o 
Clltenyfl-1 tolfc 3, 

VMten (4-1). 18ren5ul£(FAIa>pte)Tote 
e«B0; CISC. £440, C24P DM) FOfBCtot 


ES.fth El -W. P 70. C2.lt Dufe FeracasC 
Cll 90 . Ctonpurar 5era>gni Foreeaae C21 A7. 
Trlcasc C3&34. 

U49 Ora 2f TlOytfa Cht 1, OMMVB- 
NOR, r □imwooOy (*-6 Fov). 2, Han am 
til-1). 3, KMngtai (14-1). 6 ran t teat 
fP rtehoto) Tara: C1.90: Cl ^0. Ct». Dual F; 
C10W C5F:C9.J7. 

3.1 S (ten Of C&> 1, DAHTCSCAVALIEH, 
R Dunwoody <«-n tewi: te Btoch 3tota- 
mnl {>1 1: 3, R-aaar Garay ( 10-1) 3 ran 8, 
test (0 GnretoHo) Tom. El 30: Dual F: El. 40. 
CSF: Cl .71. 

MS (ten 2f llOmfa 1, ALHO- 

CAAM, A P McCoy (4-5 lav); S, Dato 
1 12-1 1 3, Coppor Cato |a-1). 1 3 ran 5. 6. (G 
L Most*) Tow. 53.00. E1.-W. S2.7D. £120. 
Dual F: 05.60- CSF H133. 

nuuaEponcsam auADPoriEB.it 
• TonwrrWB rnooung m Woreetur Tus 
ban ■nandonad sacaraaal nwano^ing. 


SPORTS NEWS 13 


Racing 


McCoy facing 
Hennessy ban 
over whip use 


Chris Hawkins 



Id withashout . . . Greg Rusedski sets up hMtflt at Pete Sampras in Paris by beating Yevgeny Kafelnikov jackdabaghwn 


had been the only top-10 play- 
ers In the field here. However, 
Greg Rusedski’s victory over 
Sampras in the Paris final has 
catapulted the British No. 2 
on to the tour’s most wanted 
list, and tomorrow he faces 
the German Tommy Haas 
while Sampras plays Jason 
Stoltenberg of Australia. 


T ONY McCOY. the cham- 
pion jump jockey. Is fao- 
ing a mmlmum 14-day 
ban after being referred to the 
Jockey Club’s disciplinary 
committee by the FontweU 
stewards, who yesterday 
found him guilty of using bis 
whip with excessive fre- 
quency on opening race win- 
ner Bamapour. 

McCoy has already in- 
curred suspensions totalling 
IS days for whip abuse this 
year and any further offence 
means that under the totting- 
np rule, he is automatically 
sent to Portman Square. 

If the disciplinary commit- 
tee agrees with the findings of 
the Fontwell stewards McCoy 
is bound to be handed a 
lengthy suspension of not less 
than 14 days and probably in 
the region of 20 days. 

Foot Jockeys have previ- 
ously been dealt with under 
this rule. Timmy Murphy was 
banned for 20 days, Tom 
Jenks 22 days, Vic Deering 21 
days and Derek McGaffin for 
21 days. 

McCoy’s case will come up 
“sometime next week”, ac- 
cording to a Jockey Club 
spokesperson, which means 
he Is almost certain to miss 
the Hennessy Gold Cup at 
Newbury on November 28. 

He was tight lipped after 
yesterday’s incident and sim- 
ply said: ‘Tm too embar- 
rassed to comment" 

Major Jeremy Ker, the 
stewards’ secretary at 
Fontwell, said: “He hit the 
horse nine times on the run- 
in, the first five of which were 
fairly forceful” 

McCoy expressed views of j 
victimisation and threatened I 
to “give up racing and take up 
golf’ after being banned by 
tiie Newton Abbot stewards 
on August 16 for using his 
whip with excessive force just 
a day after he had been sus- 
pended by the Stratford stew- 
ards for unreasonable fre- 
quency. Altogether he was 
stood down for six days then. 

Earlier he got three days at 
Stratford on May 8 and six 
days, extended from four on 
appeal, after what many ob- 
servers regarded as an inspi- 
rational finish to win on Prid- 
weflat Aintree. 

McCoy 1s due to ride Cyfor 


Malta In Saturday’s Murphy’s 
Gold Cup at Cheltenham, the 
race formerly known as the 
Mackeson Gold Cup, and with 
17 declared at yesterday’s for- 
feit stage it promises to be the 
most competitive since Fred 
Rimell's Chatham beat 16 
rivals in 1970. 

Or Royal, one of Martin 
Pipe’s three entries, and 
Senor El Betrutti head the 
weights with 12 stone. 

Senor El Betrutti will be 
trying to win the race for the 
second year running but has 
281b more to shoulder this 
time and is teeing a formida- 
ble task despite running an 
encouraging fourth to Super 
Tactics on his reappearance 
at Wincanton last month. 

Another former winner is 
Pipe’s Challenger du Luc who 
has list 131b — 241b more 
than when successful two 
years ago. 

Cyfor Malta appears to be 
the pick of the Pipe trio with 
list 31b and is 2-1 tevourite 
with Hill’s, but the Cathcart 
winner is only a five-year-old 
and no horse und er the age of 
six has ever won this competi- 
tive handicap in the 38-year 
history of the race. 

The ante-post value seems 
to be the 16-1 available with 
Hill’s about Dr Lermt, who 
has a massive 261 b pull with 
Cyfor Malta for a three-and-a- 
half lengths beating in the 
Cathcart Chase at Chelten- 
ham in March. 

Sarah Hobbs, wife of 
trainer Peter, confirmed last 
night that Dr Leunt is a defi- 
nite runner but that no jockey 
has yet been booked. 

’Dr Leunt loves soft ground 
and the more rain the better,” 
said Mrs Hobbs. “He needed 
the run and the ground was 
too fast for him when he was 
sixth to Royal Event at Strat- 
ford last month.” 

Richard Dunwoody was an- 
nounced on Sunday as the 
rider of Challenger du Luc, 
but the decision of Michael 
Hourigan to run Dunwoody*s 
regular partner Dorans Pride 
in the Sean Graham Chase at 
Ayr on Saturday has thrown 
the proverbial spanner in the 
works. 

Hourigan commented: “The 
plan was originally to run 
Dorans Pride at Punchestown 
next month, but he’s so well 
that we've decided .to go for 
the Ayr race." 
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Anfield in crisis 



Twin set . . . Gerard Haunter, 
above, is poised to take sole 
charge with Roy Evans, right, 
sacrificed ifLiverpool jettison 
the co-manager revolution 


A poor cup display 
tonight may mean 
the end for loyal 
Liverpool servant 


Report by 
Ian Ross 



Evans teeters on the brink 


L IVERPOOL’S chair- 
man David Moores 
is ready to risk 
enraging the club's 
less tolerant sup- 
porters by extending his bold 
gamble in shared managerial 
responsibilities. It may, how- 
ever, be only a brief stay of 
execution for the long-serving 
Roy Evans. 

Although Moores is coming 
under increasing pressure to 
abandon a controversial sys- 
tem which has Evans working 
in tandem on first-team affairs 
with the Frenchman Gerard 
HouHier, he remains reluctant 
to dissolve the partnership. 
But, with Liverpool already 
below half-way In the Pre- 
miership, elimination from 
the Worthington Cup at the 


Overseas football 


hands of Tottenham at Anfield 
tonight would possibly leave 
him with little option. 

Despite Moores's loyalty to 
Evans — a close friend and 
confidant for many years — it 
seems inevitable that Houl- 
lier will be invited to assume 
individual and full control be- 
fore much longer. 

It is believed that Evans's 
future, or lack of one, has been 
discussed Informally by 
senior members of the Liver- 
pool hierarchy and that his de- 
parture from a dub he has 
served for more than three de- 
cades, or his move to a less 
prominent role, . will be an- 
nounced shortly. But, at least 
until tonight, the pair will 
jointly accept responsibility 
for lifting both the morale and 


English disease 
afflicts Europe 


Chris Taylor 


F IORENTINA's exclusion 
from the Uefa Cup after 
a match official was in- 
jured by a firecracker thrown 
during their second-round 
match with Grasshopper 
Zurich in Salerno brought 
hooliganism back to centre 
stage. 

The Florence club are ap- 
pealing against the decision, 
arguing that the object was 
thrown by rival Saiemitana 
fans and the ban would set a 
dangerous precedent. But 
Uefa will have borne in mind 
that Fiorentinn were playing 
so far away from home only 
because they had been 
banned from their own 
ground for crowd trouble in 
Europe last season. 

Whether Fiorentina haw 
been hard done by or not, fan 
violence is a problem In the 
Italian game. Fighting before 
Sunday’s 1-1 draw between 
Bologna and Roma left eight 
people in hospital, two with 
stab wounds. After the game a 
Roma supporters' bus was 
stoned and set on fire. 

But Italy is not the only 
country suffering from what 
used to be called "the English 
disease”. At the weekend 
police in Bucharest fired tear- 
gas and made 20 arrests after 
a pitch invasion at the 
Steaua-Dinarao derby, reflect- 
ing a marked growth in hooli- 
ganism in Romania. 
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The Greek first division 
match between PAOK Thessa- 
loniki and Olympiakos Pi- 
raeus last week was aban- 
doned after one of the 
linesmen was left concussed 
by home fans furious at a dis- 
allowed goal, a decision 
which brought 10,000 people 
on to the streets of Salonika 
in protest 

In neighbouring Albania. 
Skenderbeu Korce were fined 
and docked three points last 
month after a brawl involving 
players, fans and tbe referee. ' 

Hooliganism te taking its 
toll on the South American 
game too. An Argentinian 
Judge suspended ail second 
division matches this month 
in an effort to combat rising 
violence. 

The same judge halted the 
first division for two weeks in 
May for the same reason. 
Football violence has claimed 
37 lives in Argentina In the 
Nineties and leading clubs 
routinely have to dole out free 
tickets and cash to their gang- 
sterish fans, known as barms 
bravos, whose activities in- 
clude extortion. A recent sur- 
vey in Brazil found that tn per 
cent of Tans said they stayed 
away from matches because 
of fear of violence. 

• Fifa is considering the 
postponement of tbe Confed- 
erations Cup, scheduled for 
January, which may per- 
suade the world champions 
France to take part, a Fife 
spokesman said yesterday. 
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the performance of a collec- 
tion of highly priced and 
hi ghly paid players who con- 
tinue to disappoint 
HouHier was installed as 
Liverpool’s joint manager in 
the s umm er and was asked to 
forge an Anglo-French alli- 
ance with Evans, who has 
been in charge at Anfield 
since January 1991 when he 
succeeded Graeme Souness. 

Although the two men in- 
sist their partnership is a via- 
ble proposition, one designed 
to preserve the traditions of a 
proud club while Introducing 
new ideas and concepts, it 
remains little more than a 
marriage of convenience. 

A bright opening to the sea- 
son which briefly saw Liver- 
pool atop the Premiership has 

Casiraghi injury 
may put young 
Finn in firing line 

C HELSEA'S £5.4 million 
Italian centre-forward 
Pierluigi Casiraghi will 
today undergo exploratory 
surgery on his right knee, 
injured in an accidental 
collision with West Ham's 
Rio Ferdinand at Upton 
Park on Sunday. 

The loss of their record 
signing, who may be out for 
six months after damaging 
ligaments, follows the de- 
parture of Brian Laudrup 
to Denmark and will cause 
striking problems for Chel- 
sea’s manager Gianluca 
Vialli. although the arrival 
of tbe exciting Finnish 
Under-21 forward Mikkel 
Forsell this month may 
help. 

Forsell. 17. who has had 
trials at Stamford Bridge in 
the past, has been signed 
from HJE Helsinki on a 
free transfer under the Bos- 
nian ruling. A spokes- 
woman for HJE said: “He 
signed a pre-contract with 
Chelsea this summer agree- 
ing that he would move to 
London In November." 

Chelsea yesterday 
recruited the Danish inter- 
national midfielder Bjarae 
Goldbaek, 30, for £330.000 
from FC Copenhagen, the 
club Laudrup has joined 
after knocking them out of 
the Cup Winners’ Cup. 

Goldbaek. who scored 
against Chelsea in the first 
leg of that European tie, 
has signed a 3‘A-year deal 
and Is likely to make his 
debut in tomorrow night’s 
Worthington Cup fourth- 
round tie against Arsenal 
at Highbury. 

George Graham yester- 
day made his first signing 
since becoming Totten- 
ham's manager when the 
Argentinian wing-back 
Manricio Taricco com- 
pleted a £1.78 million move 
from Ipswich. 

Joe Royle's hopes of mak- 
ing Michael Branch’s move 
to Manchester City perma- 
nent were dashed yesterday 
when his £1.1 million offer 
for the striker, currently 
on loan at Maine Road, was 
rejected by Everton, who 
want £1.5 million. 

Juventus's Champions 
League prospects have been 
dealt a major blow with the 
news that their inspira- 
tional striker Alessandro 
Del Piero will be oat of 
action for five months after 
injuring his left knee dur- 
ing the 2-2 draw with 
Udlnese on Sunday. The 
Italian champions have not 
won a game in Europe this 
season. 


given way to an impoverished 
run which has yielded only six 
points from eight league fix- 
tures. Fanned by poor perfor- 
mances a gains t alfegprily infe- 
rior opposition, disquiet has 
swept like wildfire through 
Liverpool's normally patient 
support, constantly provoking 
vociferous calls fix- sweeping 
management changes. 

On Saturday, after Liver- 
pool were defeated at home by 
a severely weakened Derby 
County, Evans and Houllier’s 
team were jeered loudly at the 
final whistle. 

Although the couple have 
always promoted a sense of 
unity during their many 
Joined-al-the-hip public per- 
formances, it is believed there 
have been several differences 


of opinion lately, mostly relat- 
ing to tactics and team 
selection. 

Evans is folly aware it win 
be he and not Houllier who 
will suffer if — or rather 
when — the time comes to 
concede that in football man- 
agement two heads are never 
better than one. The first indi- 
cation that he may now be 
willing to stand down to give 
Houllier free rein came on 
Saturday evening with the ad- 
mission that his Cate lies in 
tbe hands of others. 

"We are trying to do a job to 
tbe best of our abilities," he 
said, "but if some people don’t 
think it is working out. it is 
up to those people to take a 
decision." 

Although Liverpool prom- 


ised him employment for life 
when his managerial skills 
were first called into question 
last season, it now seems 
Evans would opt for a clean 
break If offered the chance to 
leave Anfield with his dignity 
intact 

Meanwhile he has hit back 
at former Liverpool players, 
notably Alan Hansen and 
Tommy Smith, who have crit- 
icised management and team. 

"Former players always 
seem to have a pop at us in 
these situations and Z always 
think that is disappointing. 
They have tried this job for 
themselves — or not tried at 
all — and now they think they 
know all the answers. That al- 
ways seems to be an unfortu- 
nate thing from ex-players." 


Sky inquiry the key to 
future television deals 


Martin Thorpe 


ORE media groups 
are expected to follow 
BSkyB’s example and 
move in on Premiership clubs 
if a crucial legal decision goes 
their way in the new year. 

Arsenal. Aston Villa, Tot- 
tenham, the two Sheffield 
clubs, Southampton and even 
Ipswich, if they are promoted, 
are some of the names be- 
lieved to be on a collective 
shopping list after BSkyB’s 
£624 million bid for Manches- 
ter United. 

Yesterday the United News 
And Media group confirmed 
that it is in talks with several 
clubs; Carlton Television has 
already held discussions with 
Arsenal, and the investment 
company Enic with Totten- 
ham. And Aston Villa have 
held talks with an unnamed 
group. 

A spokesman for UNM said 
yesterday that no deal was 
"imminent”, but like other 
media groups it is awaiting 
the outcome of the Office of 
Fair Trading’s investigation 
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into the legality of the 
Premier League's current 
£743 million television deal 
with BSkyB. 

That investigation, which 
begins in early January, will 
rule whether the present sys- 
tem of collective bargaining 
involving all 20 Premiership 
clubs represents an anti -com- 
petitive cartel. 

If the OFT says that is so. it 
will give a green light to clubs 
to sell television rights for 
their own games to the high- 
est bidders. And media 
groups are waiting In the 
wings to pounce. 

A UNM spokesman con- 
firmed that the group is “in 
principle interested in secur- 
ing broadcast rights to foot- 
ball and has been hi discus- 
sions with a number of 
clubs". 

UNM owns Meridian Tele- 
vision on the south coast and 
Anglia Television. It also 
owns the Daily Express and 
several large regional papers 
including the Sheffield Star. 
The trend has been for media 
groups to approach clubs in 
areas of the country where 
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291 P McGbley IGB 1 73. 66 . 73. 77. 208 B 
Dredge |OBI 74, 74. 73. 77. 

SMOR TOUR C*SWP (Myrtle Beech) 
Lnrtteg final aearra (US unless staled) 
274 H Irwin 86 . 73. 70. 65. 272 G Morgen 

70. 70, 68 . 71. 280 J Slget 73. 71. 88 . 70. 

282 □ Graham (Aus) 78. 73. 67. 68 ; V 
rem entiaz (Arg) 74. 73. 88 , 89. 283 J to- 
man 71. 73. 72, 67; J Atone 71. 88 . 70. 74. 
284 H Baloechl (SA 1 71. 73. 71. 88; J Dent 
72, 71. 7D. 71; □ Stockton 71. 72. 71. 7D 

283 L Trevino 73. 72. 71, 68; J Colbert 75. 

71, 70, 09; J M Cantzaras (Sp) 72. 72. 71. 

70. R Floyd 69. 68 . 72. 78. 

US 1POA JAPAN CLASSIC (Hanno): 
Lw at tin g final acorn* (US unless stated): 
206 H Kobeyashl (Japan) 88 . 88.89 (won 
playoff): T Barrett 65. 74. 86 . 207 l Kane 
(Can) 70. 8 *. 73. 200 B King 72. 67. 70: H 
Allradssan (Swe) 71. 67. 71; H Yu-cfien 
fTalJ 87. 68 , 74. OBi 218 H Dobson 72. 73. 

71. 217 L HGaCkney 71. 78. 70. 218 C 
Matthaw 70, 74. 74. 210 L Devi os 72, 76, 
71. 

Tennis 

ATP STOCKHOLM OPOfa First rank 
K Ca rt a — (Dan) ttt F Jonaaon (Swe) 6-4. 
7-8; II Ouetefaaoa (Swe) bt R SchutUer 
(Ger) 3-6, 6-4. 6-4: O Grant (US) bt M 
Kohlman (Ger) 6 - 6 . 8-3; Y IteiWI (Japan) 
bt T Enqvtst (Swe) 6-4. 5-6. 6-4; W For- 
nka (SA) bt J Knlppechild (Ger) 84. 8-2. 
ATP KRBMLM CUP (Moscow): PM 
round: B Btock (Zhn) bt M Hamm (Cz) 
6-2. 6-3: S Mittw n (Nath) bt A CHhova- 
Idy (Rus) 7-B. 6-4; A Paval (Rom) bt T 
Woodbridge (Aus) 7-8. fl-ft Q Raota (Fr) 
bt A Medvedev (Ukr) 7-8. 6-4; J Celraard 
(Fr) M D PrinoHl (Ger) 7-5. 6 -J. 

American Football 

NFL: Bad more 13 Oakland 1 ft Chicago 12 
St Louis 2 ft Dallas 16 NY Giants B: Jack' 
aonvilta 24 CtacJnnatl 11; Miami 27 Indla- 
nepolia 14; Unnesna 31 New Orleans &i; 
Now England 10 Atlanta 41. pniadelptila 
10 Detroit 9; Arizona 29 Washington 27. 
San Francisco 25 Carolina 23. Denver 27 
San Diego 10 ; NY Jfita 34 Buflala tc Seat- 
tle 24 Kansas City 1 £ Tampa Bay 22 Ten- 
nessee 31. Liei finu erminnpei Arari- 


they already have business 
interests, hence the possibil- 
ity that UNM could link with 
either Sheffield club, South- 
ampton or possibly Ipswich. 
UNM has also reportedly 
been in talks with Arsenal 
Media groups could set up 
their own cable channe l s to 
show their matches by sub- 
scription or find space on an 
existing terrestrial chann el, 
such as Meridian or Anglia, 
where revenue would be de- 
rived from advertising. 

The key is the OFT investi- 
gation. The Premier League 
believes it has a strong case to 
keep the system of collective 
bargaining, which benefits 
clubs both small and big. How- 
ever, Manchester United have 
already set up their own televi- 
sion channel in readiness for 
the day when the league may 
be forced to admit defeat 
If the OFT rules against col- 
lective bargaining — pending 
the usual appeals and refer- 
rals — it will probably let the 
current deal run its course 
until 2001 and then allow 
future rights to be negotiated 
individually. 


can CtHrtoraacoi Uttm 1. NY Jots 
<WB. 13. PF22D. PA161); 2. Miami (6-3-166- 
123); 3. Buffalo (5-4-200-196). Control; 1, 
Jacksonville (W7. L2. PF233. PA17SV 2, 
Pittsburgh (5-3-137-141); 3. Tennessee (5- 
4-21 6-1 78). W tis terai 1. Denver IWB. LO, 
PF30D. PA188): a Oakland (6-3-166-1561; 3, 
Seattle (5-4-196-1*21. IbBonal Conf er 
•hiom I —t erm 1. Dalles (WB. L3, PF224. 
PA10I); 2. Arizona (5-4-154-197); 3. NY 
Giant* (3-6-186-169). Canbtei 1, Minne- 
sota (WH. LI. PF2S6. PA167); a Green Bay 
(6-2-319-1607. 3. Tampa Bay (44-1*3-178). 
Western! 1. Atlanta (W7. L2. PF263. 
PA178); 2. San Frandsco (7-2-273-1 B8); 3. 
New Orleans (4-5-1 62-201). 

Chess 

WORLD CHAMPION ZONAL (Andorra): 
Rownti Throw A Miles (Eng) 1 D Rolnder- 
man (Natfi) 0; M Hebtien (Eng) 1 L Qalego 
(Sp) 0: Q Mlraltes (Fr) 0 J Spool man (Eng) 
r Dmm P Classen (Bel) v J Emma 
(Engj. M Quinn (he) v P WeBs (Eng). S 
Brady (Ira) v A Kosien (Eng). L— dwn L 
Comas (Sp). Miles 3; J Pfket (Netti). L van 
Wely iNarni at Aim Hebtien. Spool man 
ft Emms U. Wells 1; Kosun X 
MONARCH ASSURAHCR OMM (Pori 
Erin. toM): Bound Threat J PI asked 0 E 
Sutovsky tier) 1; A Jansa (Cz) * C Want lb 
A Ledger 0 N Short 1: S Thrtakov (Rus) 1 C 
□sty (Ire) ft A Chemlaev (Rus) 0 N Mtezla 
(lAl) l; A Fridman (isr) 1 K Arkefl 0. Lean- 
era: Sutovsky 3: Want, Snarl TMakov. 
mkkIb. Frtoman at. 


Cricket 


a*«*WO*» TROPHY (Shatlah); India 
179 (49.5 overs: A Jadela 84. Dharmasena 
3-31. Wtokremaslngne 3-27). Sri Lanka 98 
(39 overs; Joett 3-17. Agarkar 3-35, Srtn- 
Bdi 2-20) India won by 81 runs. 


Ice Hockey 


“JPtERLGAOUEi Ayr 4 London 1; Brack- 
T 01 ' 3 CatdM 6, Manctieetar to Newcastle 
1; Sheffie ld 3 Nottingham 2, 

■BmSH HATIOMAL LEACNIBi OJJrv- 
burflh 6 Paisley 4; File E TsUord 3: Guild- 
lord 10 Basingstoke r. 

W Wz Tam pa Bey 3 New Jersey 1; Carolina 
L? 0 *?" Calgary 3 Cotorada i; Ana- 
J»im 2 Detroit 3; Chicago 2 Edmonton 3 
ton. LoMhiu eftotin a y v i Re atom Ouw 
fan»ce Nartboaoti 1 . Boston (WB. LE. 
T3, GF38. GA2B. PtsIS); 2. Toronto (6-5-2- 


Sport in brief 

Falcons prop charged 
in nose-biting case 

aS fight ata house party in which a man allegedly had his 
nose bitten off Van ZandvJUet, 33. bom in Newcastle faces 

offence. He was granted unconditional bail when the hearing 

W ^ C fScSts s^i^asStement: "We have been made aware 
that one of our contracted players has been arrested over the 
weekend and is appearing in court today. It would be inappro- 
priate for us to comment forther at this stage. 

Harris doubtful for Test 

GREAT BRITAIN’S hopes of avoiding a first home rugby league 
whitewash by New Zealand in Watford on Sat urday h ave suffered 
a forther blow with an Injury to lestyn Harris, terttesAndy 
wusm TTie Leeds captain, who made a big impact at stand-off In 
the first half aflast Saturday's second Test in Bolton before fedlng 
with his team-mates to a 36-16 defeat. Is rated “very doubtftil by 

the Great Britain manager Phil Lowe because of a groin strain. 

Britain are also likely to be without Adrian Moriey and Paul 
Newlove, who missed the Bolton defeat with ankle and calf 
injuries respectively, but Gory Connolly is expected to play 
despite aggravating a long-standing shoulder problem. 

New Zealand are also likely to make changes as Gene Ngamu, 
Nigel Vagana. Ali Lautiiti, Lesley VainUSolo and Craig Smith 

have not yet played on this three-match tour. 

| Cyclist suspend thyself 

THE Efestina dn« scandal yesterday threw up another first when 
Pascal HervS, one of the nine cyclists in the team thrown off the 
j Tour de France over drug allegations, announced that he would 

I irnp<3co ^ vol untar y suspension on himself to "show solidarity" 
with team-mates likely to be suspended, wrixes William 
[ Fotheringbam. 

Tbe 34-year-old Herve, like only two others among the nine, did 
not admit to having used the banned Wood-booster erythropoietin 
when questioned by police after the team were expelled from the 
I Tour. He has not tested positive nor confessed to using banned 
drugs. 

“I will stop racing and will start again only at the end of their 
suspension period," added Herve. “My line is I’m with Richard 
Vlrenque. We never voluntarily took doping products." 

New race for Maxi yachts 

PIERRE FEHLMANN, a past winner of the Whitbread Round the 
World Race, is providing a World championship for the Interna- 
tional Maxi class. BO-foot identical boats based in northern 
Europe, to be followed by a southern European circuit, writes Bob 
Fisher. The eight boats, which are all owned by his fellow Swiss 
Ernesto Bertarelli, win be available for charter. Fehlmann is Che 
first to provide level racing in this size of yacht . 

Racing will begin vrith the North Sea Race from Harwich to 
I Holland in mid-May and continue with the North Sea Regatta and 
Kiel Week, each providing five inshore races. A race from Kiel to 
1 Stockholm is followed by the Round Gotland Race before the fleet 
returns to England in late July. 

From Cowes the Maxi onedesigns will race the 209-mile Chan- 
nel Race and complete four of the Cowes Week races, with the 600- 
mile Fastnet Race providing the grand finale for the World 
I Championship . The second circuit is of four regattas, each of 
seven races, in Lisbon. Porto Cervo. Cannes and Monaco between 
August and October. 


Seat give Evans a chance 

GWYNDAF EVANS will drive a Seat in next week’s RAC Rally, 
thus providing three British drivers with cars with the potential 
to win the final round of tbe Worid Rally Championship, writes 
DauidWUOams. The Seat may be too newto stand a realistic 
chance of beating the McRae brothers' Subarus but Evans has 
won three rounds of this year’s British Championship in one of 
the Spanish cars. 

Laurent AieDo, meanwhile, will drive alongside David Leslie 
for Nissan in the 1999 British Touring Car Championship. The 29- 
year-dld Frenchman replaces Anthony Reid, who helped Nissan 
win the manufecturers' championship in this year's British 
series before moving on to Ford with Alain Menu. 


Miles takes share of lead 

TONY MILES took the joint lead in the World Chess Champion- 
ships zonal tournament in Andorra yesterday when he won his 
third game in a row, defeating Dimitri Reinderman of the Nether- 
lands in 61 moves, writes Leonard Barden. Two other Britons, 
Mark Hebden and Jon SpeeLman, share fifth place in the contest, 
which qualifies for a £1.6 million title knockout in Las Vegas. 


Italian set for Wood hall again 

RICHIE WOODHALL win defend his World Boxing Council 
super-middleweight title against Vincenzo NardieUo by the end at 
January. The Italian should have feced the Telford fighter in Italy 
in July but palled out with a calf injury. 

Ian McLeod from Kilmarnock will defend his IBO Inter-Conti- 
nental super-featherweight title against Huddersfield's Lee Arm- 
strong in Prestwick on December 11. 


Irwin pockets a record 

HALE IRwiN completed the best financial season in golf with a 
five-stroke victory at the Senior Tour Championship in Myrtle 
Beach, Sooth Carolina. His prize-money of $347,000 (£210,000) gave 
him a total of S2£6L945 (£1,715.000). 

The Ulsterman Darren Clarke won tbe European Tour Golfer of 
the Month award for October for his victory in the Volvo Masters. 

Sri Lanka skittled 

INDIA dismissed Sri Lanka for only 98 to win their third Champi- 
ons Trophy match by 81 runs in Sharjah yesterday . India made a 
modest 179 but their new-ballpair, Javagal Srinath and i\]lt 
Agarkar, ripped through the early Sri Lanka batting and the left- 
arm spinner Sunil Joshi finished the job. 


40-41-14); 3. Buffalo (5-3-3-30-23-13). At- 
teAka !, now Joraay (W7. LS. TO. GF25. 
0*28. PW14); 2. Phtoburoft (53-4-33-32- 
14); 3. Phlladslphla (6-4-4-33-38-14). 
Sy* i. Carolina pw. LS. TO. OKJ4. 
QAS9. PW1S); 2, Tampa Boy (664-3640- 
14); 3. Florida <4-5-3-77-36-1 1). Waatani 
5**g— I C mi li - a li 1. Detroit <W7. LB. 
m GF37. GA30. PtS14); 2, St Louis (5-3-4- 
30-26-14); 3. Chicago (4-7-2-2*39-10). 
Hnifliwrau 1. Ed m on to n (WB. LS, TO, 
QS48. GA34, PtsIS); 2. Vonoouvar (8-6-1- 
3730-13); 3, Calgary (9-6-334-30-1^. Pa- 
ti«o 1. Danas (W7.L2.T2, GF29, GA23. 
PtBlB): 2. Phoanlx (6-3-1-27-16-13); 3. Los 
Anaelas (4-6-3-26-30-11). 

Snooker 

■AM CH AMP ED! 


•BMP (Malvern): Foorth 
rated (Eng unless stated): J Cody u A 
nlOto 5-1; O Koran (Scot) bt A Hlgginson 
HoR bt J Burnett (Scot) 5-S; N 
WWtora bt M Roughan 5-ft D — cyan 
(Wains) be a Porting 5-1 R HdA (Fin) bt D 
Reynolds 5-4; T Mterptav (Nt) bt R MIIMns 
5-t; D Harold bt K Burrows 6-2. 

Fixtures 

(TJo unless stated] 

Football 

yy nwwrow cufi Pbratk round* 
Bolton V Wimusdon (8.0); Uraipcnl v Tot- 
tjntiain (7.45); Luton v Bamntey (7.45). 
NATIOHWIDR LEAOUK (7.48 Unless 
stated): First DMatem PorUmoutfi v Nor- 
*Wi: Tronmare v Bradford Cj Wdtvers v 
ShfflT Utd. H s ro adi Bristol Rvrs v Blaeic- 
PPM; Burnley v Stoke: Chaetarilald v 
w»ft»mouthi CoWieMOf v Nortlwnpton: 
aiUnghrtn v OWhattu Proton v MlUwatl: 
Wtfsall v Lincoln C; Wrexham v Fulham 
(7^0): Wycombe v Man C; Vorit v Macdro- 
n«d. TMnb Barnet w Scunthorpa; Bront- 
nrd v South and; Carom v SeaiDorough 
(7«): Darlington v carttste (7 JO); Halifax 
i Haroopooi v MansfleM (7 J30): 

Hull v Brighton (7J0); Petorboro v Cam- 
Bridge Utd; Plymouth v Swansoa; Roch- 
v Exator; Rotherham v Torquay; 
Shrewsbury v L Orient 
UNIBOND UHAQUEl First DteWow. 
Bupcough v Ashton Utd: Rlxun u Rod- 
s 1 ™ 61 HfifiMotl Tn * Wttton AHX 

Hueknall Th v Alfraton Tn, 


PA VASA First r ated ra«itay*> Brtxt»- 
worth v Uslna Road; Badtont v Fort Utt 
Stanstod v Epsom A Ewell. 

ISTHMIAN LKAOUB CUPi I to SSl 
nsssi* Croyoon Ath w Maidenhead Utt; 
Caraholton Alii y UOrldge. 

HYMAN LEAOUA Saoood Dtn Edgware 
Tn « Leighton Tn; Horsham v Wnbam Tm 
Meriow v Hungertord Tn; Abingdon Th v 
Windsor & Eton. ThM Corinthian Cat v 
Comber! oy Tn: Dorking v E Thurrock Utd. 
Pwoss Com Mrst iwtt Cheaham Utd * 
Barton Rvrs: Harrow Bor v Layton Pen; 
Romford v stolnos Tm Wembley v B Surf- 
tort. thedml Troplvi First r ound* 
Chaffort St Peter v Kingsbury Til 
DR MAHTHHS LBAOUH CUPi f*a» 
round, dm lav Andover v Newport 
(1oW); Ashtord Tn v tastings Tn: Bashtey* 
Salisbury C; Blokonoll v Solihull Bor. Bto»- 
wtch Tn v Stourbridge; Cambridge C * 
Brack! ay Tn, Ctavedon Tn v Wftney Tn; 
Dorchester Tn v Fleet Tn: Eveahwn Tn v 

Redd Itch Utd; Gloucester C v Cirencester 
Tm Grantham Tn v Ilkeston in; H u laaowen 
Tn v Bromagrove Rvrs; Hinckley Utd v Sut- 
ton ColdlteM Tm Margate v Folkestone In- 
Vida: Merthyr TydlH V Both c-. Moor Green 
v Burton Alb. Rounds Tn v Bekuck Tm 
Rothwnll Tn v ChoUnetord C. snepehed 
Dynamo v Paget Roars; Westan-Super- 
Mara v Yale Tn. 

M W TRAMS LRAOURi SI it ahtete 

Baode v fit nolens Tm Maine Road v Ath- 
erton LR; Pree c oi Cobles v Skeimersdale 
Utd. Lsegwe csqm First mimh Roaaen- 
date Utd V Salford C. FtesrtR Tronhyi 
I4r»« rowKW eneewd lev Glossap HE v 
Kldsgrove Ath. 

POWTH tS LHAOUB Protein PMl elB Wi 
te tip ra* Darby v Man Uid I now Tuee. 
Jan 19). rw niiiWloro Feeie 
Grtmsby v Mon C (now Tues. Nov 17). 
AVON INSURANCE COMBINATION! 
Hrst Me tsl nra OPR v Ipswich (2D). 
IMA0ME CWi Quarter ftids. Bangor C 
v Newtowm Barry Tn v Hovartordweat 
OOWJCUPi SetiEoa Ai Banqor v Carrteh. 
Coleraine v Ballymena; Distillery v Clifton- 
vUle. Snetton ■> Dunganiym Swtile v Lto- 
Beto, Gtenavon v Crusaders; Nesrry v D- 
mavady Utd. l eoBo w Ca Ards v Larne: 
BoKydara v Porudown; Omagh Tn v 
Gtanteran. 

Rugby Union 

TOUR MATCHt Glasgow Caledonian* * 
South Africa (70. FTrhW). 


: ^ng, Lloyd 
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Cricket 


SPORTS NEWS 15 


Tour match: South Australia v England XI 


Rugby Union 


Stewart pair piles on the agony 


MDw Satiny In AdataMe 



; EXT week the Fes- 
tival Centre on the 
[other side of the 
[ River Torrens 
from the Oval here 
sees the first of a series of 
three complete performances 
of Wagner's Ring Cycle. 

The production, the first of 
its kind in Australia, involves 
about 300 people — more even 
than Pakistan have chosen in 
their series against Australia 
this winter — and lasts well 
over 16 hours. At a rough cal- 
culation this is not far short 
of the total time spent at the 
crease by England's batsmen 
on their tour so far. 

For lack of reliability not 
even this ground's four new 
state-of-the-art retractable 
floodlights — two of them 
locked erect at one end. a 
third aping the Grand Old 
Duke of York and neither up 
nor down, and the fourth 
missing because it fell down 
— . can match England's 
batting. 

Slipshod in the first to- 


■MOLANOi First bathes 187 (N Hussain 
57. D Q CorK 51). 

SOUTH AUSTRALIA 
M Iw ih f (mwnlgltt: 282-5) . 

J M Vaughan e Tharps b Fraser 58 

IT J NtoHon c Tharps b Fraser IT 

EMC AnwMlbvb Cork ■ 

J N GHlespIn not out IS 

A R Cook tow t> Coro _ 1 

U A Hsrrtty c Hussain b Such 8 

Extras (ta.tt>1*,nW) 20 


Total [12&5 overs) 32 

PMI of wiafca w bo on 388.296. aw. 302. 

, ■ — - ^ i r -||1n- 

1B-2-70-0; Hawflsy 21-1-67-1; Frasar 
77-7-57-3: Such 2S.&-6-S&-1: Rompra- 
kaah 4 - 1 - 11 - 1 . 


M A BulchSf b Qiilsspis 

M A AUmton ran out ; 

N Hussain Hrwb Horrify 
'TA j Stawan km b Kswstt 
G P Thorpe not out . 


M R Rampntkaah not out . 
Extras (1H. nbS) 


Total (tor 4, Mews). 

PaSof wtoMnaS, 73. 70. BO. 


IT 

O 

SO 

33 

........ Tt 


_ i Ontario ifeSH»-i; rtarrlcy 
1S-4-48-1; Arnold 19-6-as-O: Jcfmaoo 
6-1-21-0: Hawaii 6-5-6-1: Cook 
54-19-0. 

UawiraM P Q Porker shd 8 J Dentes. 


nings, they found themselves 
deep in trouble again yester- 
day as South Australia’s 
attack, led once more by the 
pace of Jason Gillespie and 
the lefranuer Mark fiarrlty, 
sought, to embarrass them 
with little more than a week 
to go before theUrst Test " 

Facing a deficit of 138 after 
the Redbacks had been dis- 
missed on the stroke oflunch 
for 325, Maxic Butcher, Nasser 
Hussain and Alec Stewart 
were sent packing at no great 
cost. Stewart went for his 
second duck of the game, bis 
first pair for England. 

The situation worsened 
when Mike Atherton, playing 
in untroubled fashion for his 
S3, was run out while backing 
up when the bowler, Harrity, 
got a fingertip to Graham 
Thorpe’s firm straight drive 
and deflected the. ball on to 
the stumps. 

By the dose Thorpe, on 30, 
and Mark Ramprakash, on 33, 
had begun the process of pull- 


ing the game round, seeing 
out the last 25 overs of the 
third day with an unbroken 
fifth-wicket -Stand of 68. But 
with England on 149 for four, 
a lead of only ll, the home 
side retained the upper hand 
into the final day. 

Stewart’s double failure — 
this time he was leg-before of- 
fering no stroke to Greg 
Blewetf s medium pace — was 
unfortunate but he will have 
another opportunity against 
Queensland in Cairns over 
the weekend, when the rest of 
the probable Test batting line- 
up look certain to play. 

Afterwards the tour man- 
ager Graham Gooch said of 
Stewart: “As a player and a 
captain you want to be in 
good form and for Alec to 
miss the first game through 
injury and then to score no 
runs at aS. is not what be was 
looking for." 

Butcher has a few days to 
ponder his fate. Already the 
signs are that this is not going 
to be a lucky tour for him 
Having made only a modest 
start in the warm-up at Lfiar 
Hill, he ducked into his 
second ball In Perth, required 
10 stitches over his Ml eye 
and took no further part in 
the game. A collision in prac- 
tice here last Thursday left 
him with a nick over the 
other eye as well, and that In- 
jury has been followed by two 
more batting failures. 

The selectors must now de- 
cide whether he will play in 
Brisbane despite his start — 
in which case he must play in 
Cairns as well — or if some- 
one else must join Atherton at 
the top of the order. Stewart 
is the only other specialist 
opener but his wicketkeeping 
duties will rule him out 
This leaves either John 
Crawley, who deputised for 
Butcher, in Perth, or Rampra- 
kash. Neither is a satisfactory 
option at this stage of the 
tour. England do not need 
problems like this right now. 

Should Butcher keep his 
place then this game has al- 
ready given Glenn McGrath 
something to- savour. In the 
first Innings the batsman mis- 
judged the- line of a ball from 
Harrily and played a stroke 
when he should have left it 
and yesterday be was undone 
by Gillespie, who want round 
the wicket to deny him room 
on a surface showing low 
bounce; Hussain was later to 
experience it as. weB as he fell 
to the most lnsklious.af grub- 
bers, Butcher's attempted cut 
to a bell coming in at him was 
naive and cost him his wicket 
as he chopped the ball on to 
his stumps, and the Surrey 
man will need no reminding 
that McGrath is the best expo- 
nent in the world of this angle 
of attack to left-handers. 

In the morning England's 
bowlers had persevered im- 
pressively once again as 
South Australia added 73 
runs, Angus Fraser and Dom- 
inic Cork, collecting two more 
wickets apiece. Cork's figures 
of 29-11-45-4 gave notice that 
he at least is reaching a peak 
at the right tune. 


Repeat flop . . . Blewett traps Stewart leg-before and the England captain has his second duck photograph: rebecca naden 


Holding, Lloyd and Gavaskar get behind Winston 


Matthew Engel on the help at hand for the tetraplegic former West Indies quick bowler 


W INSTON DAVIS is 
nearing the end of the 
beginning. Before 
Christmas be hopes to fulfil 
the dream that has helped 
keep him going throughout 
the past year: to go home. 

Davis, you may recall, is 
the former West Indies feat 
bowler who was terribly in- 
jured 1ft a freak accident last 
November. He was helping 
clear some ground to build a 
church on St Vincent, where 
he was bom, when a branch 
fell on him and knocked him 
to the ground. He was left 
completely paralysed: a tetra- 
piegtc, with no movement In 
his arms or legs. 

He had been a One player 
15 Tests for West Indies in the 
Eighties, when they had Cast 
bowlers galore. He had been 
popular with spectators when 
he played for Glamorgan and 
Northamptonshire, a chival- 
rous opponent, a well-liked 
team-mate. i; 

His needs and those of his 
Dually were clearly immense. 


Ice Hockey 


since he will need constant 
care for the rest of his life. 
But with the West Indies 
Board Sat broke, and English 
cricket locked into a rigid 
(and I believe Iniquitous) sys- 
tem of benefits, the game he 
served was unable to provide 
more than minimal help 
when crisis struck. 

In August the Guardian 
drew attention to bis story. 
As an afterthought I stuck an 
address on the bottom to 
allow people to send money. I 
thought that might produce a 

few hundred quid. 

Guardian readers (with a 
little help from readers of 
Wisden Cricket Monthly) 
have now raised £33,906.98: 
someone salt in some dollars, 
hence the 98p. A £100 cheque 
arrived from Hong Kong only 
yesterday. It has been a truly 
astonishing response, and it 
has already changed the 
Davis family's lives. 

Last week Winston went 
home to his wife and six-year- 
old daughter in Bewdley, 


Worcestershire. He travelled 
in the special wheelchair- 
friendly vehicle paid for by 
Guardian readers, until then 
he had been unable to leave 
the orthopaedic hospital in 
Shropshire because there was 
no simple way of transport- 
ing someone with such severe 


injuries. Now they can even 
go on family outings. He 
hopes he will also have 
enough money to buy a state- 
of-the-art Scandinavian 
wheelchair specially designed 
for tetraplegics. 

His stay at home was a 
three-day experiment. The 



Out and abont . . . Davis and his wife get aboard jeffmqwgan 


plan now is for him to go 
home again for another short 
stay before he goes back for 
good. 

AH year the Davises have 
been looking forward to this 
time. It's a wonderful mo- 
ment, and a worrying one. 
Only now is the reality begin- 
ning to dawn, especially on 
Winston's wife Patricia, of 
what life will be like with 
someone who needs constant 
care. 

His mind is unaffected: he 
remains thoughtful and artic- 
ulate as well as deeply reli- 
gious. But Ills body will ac- 
cept no instructions from his 
brain. The future for the fam- 
ily is going to be tough and 
unremitting. 

But it is a brighter future 
than it would have been. The 
Davises have been thrilled 
not merely by the money but 
by the warmth of the letters 
that accompanied it "Some of 
the things that have been 
written to me, by people who 
don’t -even know me. have 
just been extraordinary. It’s 
such a blessing to me,” he 
said. 


"I didn't do anything 
special, I just did my job. Yet 
people felt moved to write 
with such kindness. It just 
shows the spirit of charity 
and love that people can feel, 
and how they can rise to the 
occasion. We will be eternally 
grateful.” 

Many of the most moving 
letters came from those who 
could afford the least The 
weight of post was so much 
that it has been impossible to 
thank everyone individually. 
Please be assured that the 
Davises have been deeply 
touched by every single 
letter. 

There may be some good 
news yet to come. Plans are 
now advancing for a special 
benefit match to be played 
during a lull in the World Cup 
next summer, probably at 
Cardiff. Three players have 
already agreed to turn out 
and play, commitments per- 
mitting, Their names are 
Clive Lloyd, Sunil Gavaskar 
and Michael Holding. That’s a 
fair start. I think. This could 
be some occasion. Sponsor- 
ship, anyone? 


Road to Denmark begins in Principality 


Vtett ston idsr 


G reat Britain's prepa- 
rations for April's World 
Championship Pool S tourna- 
ment will get under way on 
November 23 when 37 players 
attend a .thrw-day training 
camp in Cardiff, where -they 
will also play a warm-up 
game against the Devils. 

- All bar Rick Strachan of 
Basingstoke. Raul Thompson 
of Guildford and Ashley Tail 
of Kingston are from Super- 
league sides. - 
ftwr woods, manager of 
the' fonsed Great Brit* 
ata let -Hockey Board, will 


oversee the initial prepara- 
tions for the Denmark tourna- 
ment pending the appoint- 
ment of a part-time coach who 
will combine the job with his 
dub rule, , as Woods himself 
did before this season- A tun- 
time appointment will even- 
tually be made, although not 
before next season at best 
Nottingham Panthers' 3-2 
defeat at Sheffield on Sunday 
not only cost them second 
place in toe .Superleague but 
also the defenceman Steve 
Carpenter. He sustained a 
groin injury and Is unlikely 
to play In either leg of- tola 
week's Benson & Hedges Cup 
semi-final against the league 


leaders Manchester Storm, 
whose 10-1 home victory over 
Newcastle Rlverklngs 
equalled the league record for 
the greatest winning margin. 

Cardiff Devils’ 5-3 win at 
Bracknell moved them into 
second place, four points be- 
hind Manchester with two 
games in hand. It was 
achieved without the Cana- 
dian defenceman Kory Mullin, 
who has been released after 
scoring five goals in is games. 
•■It was mainly based on his 
circumstances back home: he 
just wasn't settling here," said 
the Devils' coach Paul Heavey. 
who hopes to announce a 
replacement next week. 


American Football 


Jinx hits Vikings quarterback second time round 


T HE Minnesota Vikings 
have the best record at 
8-1 in the NFC but may be 
struggling from now on 
with their third-string 
quarterback Jay Fielder on 
standby .after their in jury 
jinx struck again against 
New Orleans Saints. 

Randall Cunningham, 
maiding his seventh succes- 
sive start in place of the in- 
jured regular Brad John- 
son, twisted his right knee 
on the third play of Sun- 
day’s game. 

Johnson, who broke his 
right leg In the Vikings' 
second game, took Cun- 
ningham’s place and threw 




for 316 yards and a touch- 
down. only to break his 
right thumb early in the 
second half of their 31-34 
win. 

**X knew it was messed op 
right away; it was 
crooked.” he said. “I hit my 
thumb on a helmet It’s 
fractured and Tm not sure 
about the status.” 

Johnson, who had been 
expected to return to the 
stortin g line-up next week, 
added: *T was ready to play, 
it felt great to be in there 
and! didn't feel rusty." 

He made a crucial la- 
yard, left-handed comple- 
tion to the naming back Le- 


roy Hoard in the Vikings’ 
game-winning drive. “I had 
practised left-handed 
passes all spring but it was 
a crucial, crucial situa- 
tion,” he explained. “I was 
being hit, switched the ball 
to my left hand and threw it 
to Leroy, who made a great 
catch,” 

Rmmitf Smith became the 
all-time leading rusher in 
Dallas Cowboys history 
during their 16-6 win over 
the New York Giants. He 
needed 95 yards to overtake 
Tony Dorsetfs 12,036 and 
picked up 106 in the first 
half, finishing with 163 
from 29 carries. 


Johnson leads 
after Dallaglio 
injury blow 



Robert Armstrong 


NGLAND’s autumn pro- 
gramme of Internation- 
als has got off to the 
worst possible start with the 
loss of their captain Lawrence 
Dallaglio, who has withrawn 
with a knee injury. Martin 
Johnson takes over as captain 
for Saturday’s World Cup 
qualifier against Holland in 
Huddersfield, the first time 
the Leicester forward, who 
made his Test debut to 1993, 
has led the national tpam 
Dallaglio, who limped off 
with a twisted knee near the 
end of Wasps’ Premiership de- 
feat at Northampton last Sat- 
urday, is also thought to be 
doubtful for the World Cup 
qualifier against Italy on No- 
vember 22. If the flanker, who 
missed England's summer 
tour to the southern hemi- 
sphere because of a damaged 
shoulder, is ruled out of the 
Italy game then the plans of 
the coach dive Woodward 
will be thrown into disarray 
In the bofld-up to the tougher 
fixtures against Australia and 
South Africa. 

Jo hnso n is the third cap- 
tain England have installed 
this year. Matt Dawson, his 
most serious rival for the job, 
led an tmderstrength squad 
through four predictable Test 
defeats in the southern hemi- 
sphere before Dallaglio was 
reinstated last month. The 
Leicester man. thoug h a brings 
immense authority to his new 
role, having led the Lions to a 
notable Test-series triumph 
to South Africa last year. 

Woodward will not an- 
nounce his match squad until 
Thursday because of continu- 
ing injury doubts over other 
key players. Phil Gre ening 
(ribs). Tony Underwood 
(groin), Jason Leonard 
(hand), Garath Archer (neck) 
and Will Green (cut eye) are 
all to various stages of disre- 
pair, hence the England 
coach's decision to name an 
interim squad or 33 players 
yesterday. 

Martin Cony, the in-form 
Leicester No. 8 who won two 
caps in Argentina last year, 
has been called up to bolster 
the back-row cover in the ab- 
sence of Dallaglio. Spencer 
Brown, the Richmond wing, 
will also remain to the en- 
larged squad until Under- 
wood's fitness doubts are 
resolved. The possible loss of 
Greening is covered by the 


return of the Bath hooker 
Andy Long, who won his only 
cap to date against Australia 
a year ago. 

“I won't' be reducing the 
squad to 26 and naming the 
side to face the Netherlands 
until I have made further in- 
jury checks," said Woodward. 
"We will monitor Lawrence 
Dallaglio’s progress over the 
next few days to see If he'll be 
fit for the Italy game. I’ve in- 
vited Martin Cony to join the 
squad to replace Lawrence; 
his form this season ham been 
outstanding and he is in the 
squad on merit" 

The prospects of Ben 
Clarke, who played in three 
Tests in the summer, remain- 
ing in the team, probably at 
blind-side flanker, have been 
enhanced and Tony Diprose 


is likely to hold off the fresh 
challenge of Corry at No. 8. 


Nell Back's dynamic club 
form will probably see the 
Leicester open-side edging 
out Richard Hill Of Saracens. 

Since Will Carling's retire- 
ment from the job two years 
ago England have run 
through five captains, inctud- 
'tog Phil de Glanvllle anrf 
Leonard, who had the job for 
one match two years ago 

a gains t Ar gentina. 

Last year Johnson, who Is 
now the Leicester captain, 
was the England favourite 
ahead of Dallaglio after Wood- 
ward heaped public praise on 
the leadership skills of the 28- 
year-old lock. England's 
senior players tend to play 
down the importance of the 
captain's role but they are 
certain to give the thumbs-up 
to Johnson, the ultimate play- 
ers' player. 

The prop Dan Crowley has 
been ruled out of Australia's 
tour to France and En gland 
this month. Crowley, who in- 
jured his ankle in tr aining , is 
replaced by Cameron Blades, 
whose brother Andrew is also 
in the squad. 


UNHAND SQUADi Bankas Parry (Both], 
•■■! (Northampton). Umar (Harlequins). 
Hultj (IMcmIw), V Undinnwd 
(Newcastle) or Brown (Richmond). Horn, 
h»im (both Sale), aosontt (Bath). 
Or mow nod (Latattltr), do QtaoBa 
(Bath). T hnraim (Saracens), ftma n 
(Northampton). Can (Bath), Broefcan 
(Saracens). Dawson (Northampton). 
Norwards* Leonard (Harlequins). 
R owuti-aa, Oarfortfc (both Leic e ster), 
Ora— (Wasps). Cot* arte (Leicester). 


— — — _ (Sale). Lone (Bath), — . 

(Leicester, capfl, Praiwcoc fc (Saracens). 
Arofaor (Newcastle). Bodbor 
(Northampton), osBneBo (Wasps), emit 
(Rtcftmond). Carry (Leicester). IB pro n n 
(Saracens), Bach (Leicester), H1U 
(Saracens). 

{Squad lor Teats against Holland and Italy 
to bo reduced to 20 on Thursday often 
team lo play Holland will bm nmmod). 


Wales defy ban 
topickQuinnell 


Paul Rees 


W ALES will defy the 
Rugby Football Union 
and field the Rich- 
mond No. 8 Scott QninneD 
against South Africa at Wem- 
bley on Saturday even though 
he has been banned for 14 
days, subject to appeaL 
His appeal, requested by 
Richmond after the suspen- 
sion was imposed for a late 
tackle by Quinneii on Law- 
rence Dallaglio in a club 
match against Wasps last 
month, is scheduled for 
Thursday night but the Wales 
coach Graham Henry said it 
would have to be put off be- 
cause Quinneii ’s wife Nicola 
is expecting the couple’s third 
child on Thursday ni ght 
“There is no way the appeal 
can be heard without Scott 
and we will be telling the RFU 
that it will have to be put 
back,” said Henry. “He will 
be playing against South Af- 
rica, there is no doubt about 
that. ” 

Last night Richmond 
revealed that Quinneii was no 
longer their player, having 
agreed to return to Wales to 
join Llanelli. 

Henry has announced his 
first Wales side three months 
after leaving New Zealand to 

take the £250,000-a-year job 
with the Welsh Rugby Union. 
Even though only three play- 
ers sur v ive from the team 
routed 96-13 by South Africa 
in Pretoria last June, the foil- 


back Shane Howarth is the 
only new cap. 

Howarth played four times 
for New Zealand in 1992, 
including three Tests against 
South Africa. He qualifies 
for Wales through his 
grandfather. 

Henry has resisted the 
temptation to play the rugby 
league international Anthony 
Sullivan on the wing. instead 
he will play for Wales A 
against Argentina next week. 

The Swansea prop Chris 
Anthony, who has played 
only two matches this season 
after recovering from a knee 
operation, replaces the in- 
jured David Young in the 
front row and the former 
Wales captain Jonathan Hum- 
phreys starts his first interna- 
tional since he gave up the 
captaincy 18 months ago. 

Mark Taylor replaces the 
injured Allan Bateman at cen- 
tre and Scott .Qulnnell’s 
brother Craig forms a new 
second-row partnership with 
Llanelli’s Chris Wyatt 
• NiaJU Malone, the 27-year- 
old former Ireland fly-half; 
has joined the Premiership 
Two side Worcester from 
Leicester, for whom he made 
73 appearances in five years. 

WALES: Howarth (Solo); Thomas 
(Cardiff). Taylor, Obbe (bote Swanm), 
Jomooi Jenkins (both Pontypridd), 
linwtay (capt): Lewie, HnmpInMy (all 
Cardiff). Anthony (Swansea). C OnlninB 
(Richmond) . Wyatt [Llanelli), Ctwrvia 
(Swansea), ■ ™— (Pontypridd). S 

QhIoooII (Llanelli). Replacements: 
Royer (Cardiff), Boobycr (Llanelli), 
U—r eB yn (Ebfaw Vale). Voyfa (Llanelli), 
■vans, Horrie (both Swansea), B 
(Richmond). 


Team talk 
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Arsenal 
Aston VDb 
Barnsley 
BimvCKy 

Blackburn 

Bolton 

Brentford 

Burnley 

Bury 

Cdtfc 

Charlton 

Chelsea 
Coventry Oty 
Crystal Palace 
Crewe 


Cuia COST flflp KR ION AT ML TIMES. 
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BO 

Derby County 

n 

Nottm. Forest 

85 

61 

Everton 

73 

Oxford 

14 

62 

Fulham 

67 

OPR 

86 

63 

Grimsby 

16 

Rangers 

87 

84 

Hurid. Town 

74 

Reading 

69 

SB 

Ipswich Town 

76 

Sheffield United 

88 

68 

Leeds United 

76 

Sheffield Wed. 

88 

67 

Leicester City 

77 

Southampton 

80 

11 

Liverpool 

78 

Spurs 

91 

68 

Man. City 

78 

Stoke Chy 

92 

M 

Man. United 

SO 

Stockport 

12 

69 

Middlesbrough 

61 

Sunderland 

93 

70 

Mfflwefl 

82 

Watford 

88 

71 

Newcastle Utd 

83 

WCst Ham 

94 

13 

Norwich City 

84 

Wimbledon 

96 




Wolves 

96 
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Champion’s whip hand, page 1 3 

Evans feels Anfield pressure, page 1 4 

Dallaglio misses out, page 15 

England collapse again. page 15 
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Cricket in crisis 


' “-t *v ” f'V V r? 
- -f >„ • ^ * ? ■ '.* * ; ' /''•• 

^ :f v vi £ - 

v*?/.'- ■ ■•",■- * • J .‘ ■ '*"• ■; ".■ .-y-'f , : .y .- 


• . • »-.• : A-i_ 

.s’:' ", 

■ •••.>.'•• -1 



Rainbow path 
to gold at the 
striker’s end 


y vOl ' . 



PHOTOGRAPH: REBECCA NADEN 


England on the floor ... a dejected Mike Atherton fails to the ground as his Colleagues collapse all around him yesterday at the Adelaide Oval 

Lara reprieve as lour goes ahead 


David Hopps on an airport climbdown by the West Indies board 


W EST INDIES' 
ground-break- 
ing Test series 
In South Africa 
was saved last 
night, after nearly a week of 
Intense negotiations finally 
ended the bitter stand-off 
between rebel players and 
the Caribbean's cricket 
administrators. 

Brian Lara's rebels, en- 
sconced In a Heathrow air- 
port hotel during an escalat- 


ing financial dispute which 
threatened to force the cancel- 
lation of the tour, boarded a 
plane to South Africa last 
night 

A reprieve was widely an- 
ticipated for Lara and his 
vice-captain Carl Hooper, 
who were both unceremoni- 
ously sacked by an Implaca- 
ble West Indies Board, led by 
its autocratic president the 
Jamaican lawyer Fat 
Rousseau. 


The first suggestions that 
the board had made the con- 
cession the players had 
unanimously demanded came 
when Courtney Walsh, head 
of the Flayers’ Association, 
pronounced: "The players are 
che cking out and ready to go. 
Lara and Hooper are back In 
business." 

The settlement, thrashed 
out after another exhausting 
round of talks at the Radisson 
Edwardian Hotel, salvaged 


West Indies' first Test series 
In the republic since South 
Africa's readmlsaioh to inter- 
national cricket six years ago 
after multiracial elections. 

Before the tour could be 
saved It Was necessary for all 
participants to save face, and 
the agreement, tirelessly bro- 
kered by All Bacher, chief ex- 
ecutive of the United Cricket 
Board of South Africa, some- 
how achieved just that 

Bacher f armed with a per- 



sonal appeal from President 
Mandela and his personal 
conviction that the three- 
month West Indies tour 
would arouse a passion for 
the game among the Hack 
population, arbitrated so suc- 
cessfully that he might qual- 
ify for life membership cf | 
Anas. 

As the dispute dragged on 
yesterday, an Increasingly ex- 
asperated Bacher took an in- 
creasingly central role in ne- 
gotiations. These Involved 
Rousseau, regarded by the 
players as an old-fashioned 
hard-liner, the Jamaican cap- 
tain Jimmy Adams, Barrie 
Gill, the agent handling 
Lara's affairs, and Collyer- 
Brlstow. City solicitors. 

Until yesterday virtually 
every positive development 
had emanated from South Af- 
rica. The insistence from Ed- 
ward Griffiths, head of South 
Africa's state television net- 
work, that only a full-strength 
West Indies Hide would be ac- 
ceptable to sponsors and ad- 
vertisers scotched any 
thoughts the West Indies 
board might have held of 
refusing to negotiate and 
sending a second-string 
squad. 

The former South African 
wicketkeeper Dave Richard- 
son, head of a sports market- 
ing company, also conjured 


up extra sponsorship, from a 
“West Indies company based 
in South Africa", which 
promised to leave more room 
for negotiation. 

So the tour has been saved, 
but the antics of the past 
week do not reflect well on 
either West Indies' senior 
players, their newly consti- 
tuted Players' Association, or 
the West Indies Cricket 
Board. 

However widespread their 
support might nave been 
among the players, the brink- 
manship attempted by Lara 
and his deputy Hooper in 
leaving the official party In 
transit in Bangkok and begin- 
ning an impromptu strike in 
London displayed a remark- 
able selfishness in putting an 
historic tour In Jeopardy be- 
cause of their wish to squeeze 
out a better financial deal. 

Flayer power can, in dras- 
tic circumstances, be Justifi- 
able but It has rarely seemed 
more blinkered. 

Lara, and the rest of the 
West Indies players, have an 
opportunity to show they can 
adopt a wider perspective in 
the coming months. For West 
Indies, of all sides, to have 
Wilfully tossed aside the op- 
portunity to play an active 
part In South Africa's recon- 
ciliation process would have 
been unimaginable. 


Jim White 


I T HAS been like the Seven- 
ties all over again this past 
week, strikes and threats 
of strikes in every sporting 
direction. Such has been the 
proliferation of industrial 
action, at any moment you ex- 
pect to see Gordon Taylor of 
the Professional Footballers' 
Association emerging from 
smoke-filled rooms at No. 10, 
awash with beer and sand- 
wiches and talking about pro- 
tecting the differentials of his 
members; which incidentally 
has nothing to do with Dion 
Dublin. 

First there was Pierre van 
HooUdonk spending a three- 
month sabbatical telling us 
that, my dear, it's barely poss- 
ible for a gentleman to survive 
in Nottingham on £15,000 a 
week; then the entire Oxford 
United team threatening walk- 
outs; and then Brian Lara and 
chums, so fed up with their 
bosses that they apparently 
wanted to winter In the Forte 
Crest hotel at Terminal Four 
rather than Cape Town. 

Just as reminiscent of the 
Seventies has been the way 
management tried to place the 
blame firmly at the feet of the 
workers. Not the most sensible 
of strategies in Oxford's case, 
as anything placed at the feet 
of their players tends to bounce 
away immediately. The obser- 
vation by the Oxford director 
Maurice Evans — "footballers 
are all mercenaries only Inter- 
ested In money” — looked less 
than plausible when it 
emerged that his dub's finan- 
cial hardship would have pre- 
cluded the players being paid 
anything at all last week, until 
they threatened to strike. 

Their action, one would have 
thought was motivated less by 
greed than need. 

More entertaining, though, 
has been the manner in which 
the administrators of the West 
Indies Cricket Board have so 
singularly foiled to occupy the 
moral high ground in the Lara 
case. Lara is renowned In 
cricket as an active disciple of 
the Geoffrey Boycott school: 
nothing — not team-mates, not 
country — matters as much as 
himself, or rather his bank bal- 
ance. Mark Taylor he is noL 
Yet as an affair which Ini- 
tially seemed little more than 
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‘Rather than 
being viewed 
distinctly, as 
murderer 
and victim, 
the girls 
were 

recalled in 
one breath, 
as if their 
deaths were 
part of some 
unfathomable 

blood rite.’ 

[Academically 
gifted but 
psychologically 
damaged 
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Across 


S Mum Is ebbing fast (6) 

8 Tender touch making 
troubles start to subside (6J 

9 Only thus I agree (4,2) 

10 Plan gold coin, capital in 
Yugoslavia (8) 

11 Hairdo for a model (4) 

12 London thoroughfare linked 
with Bond Street? (6,4) 

13 Ignoring death, having 
reached the other side (7.4) 

18 Get beneath bear (10) 

21 Shape of zero value (4) 

22 Predict toll-free transport (B) 

23 V-sign is subject to change 
(6) 

24 Habitual drunkard Importing 
can-opener from Liverpool (6) 
Undercover theologian 
^restraining crime (0) 


Down 


1 God, entertained by prayer, 
provides superfluity (8) 

2 A small deduction that's 
unique (3-3) 

3 Sea dog in ruined naval base 
0.5) 

4 The gutter or the doghouse 

( 8 ) 

8 Material you start to find dull 

0) 

7 The time for sprouting and 

9klpplngout?{6J 

8 Rabbits and cats toll not but 
spin (11) 

14 Narrative device American 
writers revealed In some 
explanatory Introductions (8) 
13 Acte of self-aggrandisement, 
say, turning to tears (3-5) 

16 Nettles making a sound we 

* can hear (6) 


another piece of financial 
brinkmanship by the world's 
most gifted batsman has unrav- 
elled. the Islands’ administra- 
tors have looked Increasingly 
out of touch. IT not out to lunch. 

Watch lng developments 
yesterday. It is clear the West 
Indies braird has been com- 
pletely marginalised. Lara 
j and his chums may have been 
I sacked by their employers but 
that merely gave them the 
chance to negotiate directly 
with those who matter the 
South Africans. Or more par- 
ticularly Nelson Mandela, 
who seems to enjoy his new 
role as the head of the sports 
division of Acsis. 

For those with long memo- 
ries there is a sweet irony 
here. The old apartheid 
regime stuck their racist 
noses Into the oilhlrs of tour- 
ing parties to keep black 
sportsmen out; these days the 
hosts offer everything from 
sponsorship deals to free first- 
class flights and intimate sup- 
pers with the President to en- 
sure they come. 

All Bacher. managing direc- 
tor of South Africa's United 
Cricket Board, admits he is des- 
perate to see the West Indians 
fulfil their tour. Since certain 
intransigent parties In South 
African rugby seem deter- 
mined to maintain old exclusiv- 
ities, Bacher is anxious to seize 
his opportunity to sell cricket 
as the rainbow nation's sport 

Thus Is Brian Lara vital: not 
only Is be the world's most 
accomplished player but he Is 
a hooking, driving, black role- 
model to boot. Equally South 
African television has mode it 
clear It Is prepared to under- 
write the West Indian players’ 
demands and so revitalise the 
tour only if Lara is reinstated. 
An echo of Ronaldo and the 
World Cup final: they will pay 
| only If he plays. 

Jk ND there, on the other 
g\ sided - the table, are 
the West Indian ad- 
# Vninistrators clinging 
to the fondly held belief that 
the game is bigger than the 
players. Well. It Isn't. What- 
ever the outcome of this tour, 
the board is ib trouble. Virtu- 
ally bankrupt at home, where 
cricket lags well behind bas- 
ketball and football as the 
sport of choice among the 
young, the board desperately 
needs overseas tours for the 
injection of cash they bring. 

But those tours have value 
In the sponsor-driven world 
only if the big names are In- 
volved. And if they are. they 
soak up all the money. That's 
always been sports adminis- 
trators' biggest problem: It 
would be a ni ce easy Job if It 
weren't for the players. 
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17 Part of a gendarme: the butt 
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19 New ore. fresh but previously 


old-fashioned (B) 
I 20 Sundry birds (6) 


Solution tomorrow 

TT Stuck? Then cal our sokitiora u™ 
on 0881 338 338. Cate cost SOp 
per minute at aB times. Senrtoe «#- 
pfed by ATS 
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